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The Humble Petition of Denys Ralle, Eſq; ſetting 
forth the Hardſhips, Inconveniencies, and Grievances, 
which have attended him in his Attempts to make a 
Settlement in Ea Frida, humbly praying ſuch 


Relief, as in their Lordſhips Wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
meet. ö 


Your Petitioner humbly repreſents, 


HAT in the Year, 1764; he formed a Plan for 
the ſettling two Plantations in the Southern- 
Part of North America, one on ſome River that might 
be found running into the Bay of Mexico, convenient 
for the Vet Indian Trade; another on the Alatamaha' 
in Georgia, emptying itſelf into the Atlantic Ocean 
for the European Commerce, as far up the ſaid Rivers 
as Navigation would permit, in order to poſſeſs the 
ſhorteſt Communication of Land Portage, for Com- 
modities, of ſuch light Weight, as could bear the Ex- 
pence of it, rendered ſafe by preſerving the Indian 
Friendſhip in the Eſtabliſhment of a Trading Store- 


Houſe, on the middle Spot of that Communication, 


with clear, expreſs, and honourable Terms of Trade. 
That being informed by the Lords Commiſſioners 
of Trade, a late Indian Treaty with Georgia precluded 
A his 
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fixed his Intention of finding out, if poſſible, a ſhorter, 
more probable, Communication in Ea Florida; he 
mentioned St. Mark's, and fame other proper Place, to 
be ſearched for on the Ea/t:rn Shore. He alſo pro- 
poſed that theſe Settlements might have ſome proper 
Judicature eſtabliſhed within themſelves, that might 
tend to pteſerve Peace and good Order, and prevent the 
Jealouſy of Neighbours from injuring the Infant Settle- 
ments; but this was reduced to an Order for a ſingle 
contiguous Lot of twenty thouſand Acres, with Direc- 
tions to ſettle two hundred white Perſons in ten Years, 
one Third of which within three Years, Power of 
Re-entry on Non-performance of Conditions, Exception 
of all Mines whatſoever. A Firit Experiment, for the 
Inſurance of future Adventurers, he found the Methods 


of Settlements unalterable, therefore objected no fur- 


ther to the Terms preſcribed, but ſaid he would accept 
it under thoſe Reſtrictions, and would go and make the 
Attempt in Perſon. | 

That he embarqued with fourteen People the 10th 
of June 1704, with ſome Imputation of kidnapping 
People for his Settlement, which induced him to wait 
on the firſt Lord of Trade, to repreſent the Neceſlity, 
he thought, of preventing Misfortunes that might ariſe 
to Families thereby, in the Privation of their Children, 
by ſome Enquiries and Bonds given to the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Officers, at the different Poſts by Maſters of 
Ships carrying Paſſengers. Though many Caſes have 
appeared, and many more probably not known of ſuch 
Loſſes, yet it did not either appear of ſuch Importance 
to his Lordſhip, or the Proviſion, mentioned by him 
againſt it, ſeemed improper. It can be eſteemed no 
Digreſſion, from the State of his Caſe, to mention 
Circumſtances attending his Voyage, a Reflexion on 
parallel or extraordinary Caſes, within his Knowledge, 
Humanity he diſtruſts not will excuſe. His Care, in 
the Proviſion for his Voyage, extended to the putting a 
Board two Puncheons and one Hogſhead of Water, for 


his ſettling ſo high up the River Alatamaha, he then 
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that Stock of his to be taken for them. The Ma te 
mentioning there were twelve hundred Gallons on Board 
by Computation, he found it was two Quarts a Day 
for each Head, which is the uſual Allowance for thirty* 
eight Perſons for nine Weeks, which Time they hap- 
pened to be in the Paſſage from the Buoy and Nore to 
Charles-Town, South Carolina ; but by this bare Proviſion, 
after a proſperous Voyage, in the former Part of it, 
as far as the Latitude of our Port, or rather of the 
Canary Iflands, we were put to the ſhort Allowahce of 
three Pints a Day, for the latter Part of it, a DeduQtion 
not ſo much to be dreaded in the Winter, as in thoſe 
hot Months of Summer in a warm Latitude ; but this 
ſeemed to be more inexcuſable in the Mate; under 
whoſe Inſpection probably the Stores were laid in, as 
he related that the vety Voyage before, that he made 
to Charles-Town from the Canary [lands only, where 
they touched at, they were no Jeſs than fourteen 
Weeks, occaſioned by Calms. Under what Diftreſs 
then muſt your Petitioner's Settlers have been, in ſo 
long a Voyage, when they had but enough for three 
Pints a Day for twelve Weeks! the which Time he 
thinks no Ship can go to Sea properly for ſuch a Voyage 
without laying in for the full Proportion of two Quarts 
a Day each Perſon, and Allowance for Leakage and 

bad Water, or rather at a Gallon a Day each. The 
above Want of Proviſion being in a Ship commanded 
by an elderly experienced Perſon, and of good Repu- 
tation, it is reaſonable to conclude that theſe Misfor- 
tunes happen oftener than the Public hears of, Suffer- 
ings, not only the natural boin Subjects of his Ma- 
je „ but thoſe, that under the Hopes of partaking of 
the benign Influence of the Sunſhine of Liberty, place 
themſelves under his Protection more frequently are 
ſubject to. The Palatines, of whom the King's Baker, 
Mr. Mel, at St. Augu/tine, was one in a Ship bound to 
America, when he thinks that above half the Paſſengers 
died by the reaſon of the Non-proviſion, more eſpecial] 
of Water; which Circumſtances are only to be equalled 
in the Diſtreſs of the New York Ship Company lately 
publiſhed. | 
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That the arbitrary Power exerciſed by many of the 


Captains, appropriating the better Share of Proviſions to 
| themſelves, and the Ship's Company, throwing Diffi- 
culties even on the Paſſengers, to obtain the Share they 
ſeem to allow, and often engroſs or even deſtroy the 
Extra Proviſion made by ſuch Paſſengers, when they 
have more than ſufficient, perhaps, for the whole Ship's 
Company and Paſſengers : "The recent Inſtance of the 
Son of the firit mentioned Captain, ſuffering his Crew 
to extort Money from his Majeſty's Company of Ar- 
tillery, now at St. Auguſline, during the Paſſage to that 
Place partly drowning, in a peculiar ſhameful Manner, 
the Women Paſſengers attending them. Theſe ſeem 
not only to deſerve Reprimand but Puniſhment. It may 
be objected that the Law, ſalutary for Puniſhment, is 
open, but, if it is not at hand, many good Laws are 
uſeleſs. It is the voluntary Act of thoſe People to 
become Paſſengers, their Prudence muſt dictate the ne- 
ceſſary Bargain: But alas ! no Bargain ſuggeſted by 
common Capacities can bind ſufficiently ; the ſhort 
Stay of theſe Captains in their Port will not ſuffer the 
Law to take Place which requires Time for Execution, 
before which the Parties are ſeparated by the Sea, and 
the Witneſſes impoſſible to be drawn to a Trial. This 
the Delinquents conſider and fee that the Joy of the 
Paſſengers ſafe Arrival, and Freedom from their Power, 
often intoxicates them to a Forgetfulneſs of their ill 
Uſage, which, if they do reflect upon, they never fore- 
ſee the Caſe may happen to them again, nor do they 
feel for others, who may fall under ſuch Calamities, 
and, from Inability or Inconvenience, drop the Thoughts 
of a Correction. But to prevent the Foreigner, who 
flies for Liberty to this its Native Soil, the unhappy 
unprovided Orphan, the unfortunate Tradeſman, the 
minute-portioned Branches of large Families, who ſeek 
their Bread in theſe American Wilds, and turn them to 
the great Emolument of the Mother Kingdom, there 
feems a Call, not only for the Protection of Govern- 
ment when there, but their ſafe Conduct to thoſe 
Colonies, while under the arbitrary Dominion of the 
Tyrant Captain, which, as your Petitioner has collected 
| | modern 
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modern Inſtances of, and himſelf experienced, may he 
preſume to lay before your Lordſhips. 

That Auguſt the : oth, he arrived at Charles-T nun, South 
Carolina, when a Gentleman of Diſtinction Mr. 7/ragg, 
and his Lady, adviſed a Family of five Perſons, the 
Father whom he relieved from a Priſon here, to leave 
him and ſettle at Charles-Town, which they accordingly 
did, but however paid him for their Paſſage ; another 
Servant he had hired by the-Year was alſo ſeduced, the 

uſtice of Peace explaining away a Provincial Law, 
which, though calculated for filling the Province with 
Settlers, yet took Care that Juſtice in repaying the Im- 
porter for the Paſſage Money might be obſerved; 
though adviſed, your Petitioner did not trouble the 
Lieutenant Governor on theſe Injuries, though he did 
him not only great Honour, but ſhewed him Marks of 
Civility and even Kindneſs. He married one of his 
People, and thereby gained two to recompenſe his 
Loſſes by Seduction, and embarqued for St. Auguſtine 
in Ea/t Florida, when the Governor received him very 
politely, and was entertained daily by a particular In- 
vitation every Morning. His intended Paſlage by Land 
to St. Maris, was prepared for, but, the rainy Seaſon 
at the Equinox commencing, all Enquiries concerning 
St, Mar#'s furniſhing no Knowledge, the Paſſage which 
no Perſon had hitherto undertaken for 240 Miles 
through a Country inhabited by the Indians, with whom 
no Conference had been held, exhibited at length to him 
Difficulties and Dangers which though he might run 
himſelf into, yet could not anſwer to his own Con- 
(ſcience the engaging his poor Settlers in; after theſe 
Reflexions, a Leading Queſtion by the Governor, one Day 
before Dinner, drew the Intimation from him of the 
above Opinion, with Requeſt to ſet down with his 
Settlers on the River of St. John's, where the Governor 
had conſented to permit two young Gentlemen who 
came over with him, to take up their Rights of a hun- 
dred Acres each, according to the Rules of Settlement, 
and which he intended, as a Commencement of his 
Settlement on the Atlantic Ocean, to correſpond: with 


the other at or near St. Mark's. This drew on an im- 
A 3 mediate 
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mediate ſevere Reprimand from the Governor, with a 
Declaration of his Intention to make a ſtrong Repre- 
ſentation to the Board of Trade againſt him, for altering 
his Intention. Y our Petitioner ſat ſilent! The Governor, 
recollecting himſelf, ſaid it was true that the King's 
Order gave your Petitioner Liberty to ſet down in any 
Part of the Province. He might go to Picolata Fort 
on St. John's River, about twenty-five Miles Weſt of 
St. Auguſtine, where a Serjeant and eight Men were 
ſtationed, and ſet down under the Protection of the Fort. 
That Mr. Greenan of Augu/tine, Regiſter and Naval 
Officer of the Province, who at this Time acted as Se- 
Cretary to the Governor, made your Petitioner an Offer 
of a Boat to ſend his Utenſils, Victualling, and other 
Neceſſaries, to St. John's River; which was accepted 
of, but the next Day, on your Petitioners mentioning 
the Offer at the Governor's Table, a certain Diſ- 
countenance appeared in Mr. Greenan, and no Boat was 
forth-coming; on September the 27th, he commenced 
his Journey, and ſet down then at a ſmall Diſtance off 
the Fort, but he found that the Induſtrious would ſoon 
looſe their good Diſpoſition for Cultivation in that 
Neighbourhood, and making any Incloſures under the 
Cannon was ſaid to be Shelter for the Indians; that 
the Guard muſt have a clear Sight all round the Fort : 
He therefore confidered, that, being out of Gun-ſhot, 
they were as liable to the Inguries from the Indians as if 
further off in the Woods. Though your Petitioner 
now received the News of the Loſs of his Boat which 
he had bought, in which your Petitioners Servants were 
bringing Proviſions, Tools, and other Neceſſaries, on 
the Bar of Auguſtine, and finding his Endeavours at this 
Place would be rendered ineffectual, he borrowed a Boat, 
and proceeded with all his People up the River on the 
8th of OZober, and landed on a Spot about twenty-five 
Miles above, where the Bank is conſiderably elevated 
above the Level of the River, or as termed there a high 
Bluff, where formerly, perhaps eighty or a hundred 
Years ſince, a Spaniſh Settlement had been. This is the 
Place where his Settlers ſtill continue. In a few Days 
two of his People. attempted to find out Auguſtine, 
IRE . where 
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where they arrived after five Days laborious Search; 
which became abſolutely neceffary, from the ſmall 
Proviſion (through the loſs of his Veſſel) he had with 
him and the Uncertainty of the Dependance on his 
Hunter for Game ; by this means a Path was ſtruck out 
from St. Augu/line to the moſt valuable Lands on St. 
John's River. | | 

That, about eight Miles above the Place he reſided 
at, there was a Store or Trading Houſe ſettled for the 
Indians, kept by one Mr. Spalding, whom he requeſted 
to inform him when any of the principal Indians were 
there, to deſire a Conference with them. On his Infor- 
mation the Second of November, he immediately went up 
thither, and met ſome of the principal Men of the 
neareſt Tribe, at Latchaway, which is about fifty 
Miles Weſt-Northerly from him. They objected at 
firſt to the White People's ſettling any Lands, diſco- 
vered a Jealouſy that he was going to ere a Caſtle, 
and that they heard that there were ſeveral Caſtles to 
be built throughout the River. He told them he was 
certain there would be none built, or any Thing elſe, 
till a Conference had been held by the Cori with 
the beloved People of the Creek Nation. As for himſelf, 
he ſhould not, that the Great King had permitted him 
to come into that Country to ſeek for Land to raiſe 
Rice on, which the Land on the other ſide of the Great 
Lake would not bear; that, if they would permit him 
to ſtay where he was till the Conference (Talk) was 
held, he might at preſent only raiſe a little Garden, 
and hunt for Proviſion ; that, if agreed -to permit the 
Great King's People to ſettle, they would find him 
always friendly, and endeavouring to be of Service 
to them ; but, if it was not conſented to at that 
Conference, (Talk) he would burn up his Hutts, and 
go away with all his People. They then ſaid they 
believed what he ſaid was true; as to the Caſtles, it 
was a falſe Report, and that they would conſent to 
his ſtaying there ; he then returned to his little Colony 
in Confidence of Safety. | 

That your Petitioner received a Letter from Mr, 
Gordon, of Charles-Town, South-Carolina, then in St. 
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Auguſtine, dated Nov. the 5th, 1764. informing him 
that he had heard, fince he arrived at that Place of 
his Settlement, that he had, in the Year 1763, pur- 
chaſed all the Lands on the Eaſt-fide of St. John's 
River (except a Tract three Leagues in Front next 
below Picolata) from the Mouth thereof to about the 
Latitude of 29, and alſo on the other Side from the 
ſaid Latitude as far North as the Rio Blanco, about 
four Leagues below De Popo; preſumed he had un- 
knowingly ſet down on ſome of thoſe Lands, and deſired 
an Anſwer of his Reſolution. His Anſwer of the 21ſt 
of November ſignified that the Board of Trade had 
told him the prior Sales. would not-ftand good, and 
that the Governor had alſo told him his Orders were 
to diſregard them, and alſo referred him to the 
Governor, by ſending this Anſwer open to Mr. Bulle- 
more, his Agent at Augu/iine, to ſhew it to the Gover- 
nor, who, being highly affronted, would not ſee the 
Letter nor receive any Meſſages, but told your Peti- 
tioner afterwards that Bullemore was an exceptionable 
Perſon, x 

That, ſome time in this Month, ſome Soldiers from 
Picolata came up to his Settlement, and, on their 
Return in the Night, carried off a Smith and his Wife, 
whom he was at the Expence of marrying and bring- 


ing with him from Charles-Totun; they afterwards - 


went to Auguſiine, where they were provided for by 
being placed on the Iſland of Angſlaſia, to tend Perſons 
in the Small-Pox, perhaps in order to render his En- 
deavours to procure their Return ineffectual. Major 
Ogilvie, the Commanding Officer, to whom he had 
complained by Letter of this Behaviour of the Garti- 
ſon of Picolata, anſwered it in the politeſt Manner, and 
intimated an Intention to inflict a ſevere Puniſhment 
on the Delinquents ; but which he requeſted to reduce 
to a ſevere Reprimand only, which when he was at 
Auguſtine ſoon after, and that Officer made him an 
obliging Viſit, he again repeated. 

T hat two young Gentlemen, one who had been in 
the Army and the other in the Navy, who came over 
with him, with Intention of ſettling, enticed with the 
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Diſkpation at Augu/line, and diſliking the Inconvenien- 
cies attendant on the firſt Settlement of a Colony, 
unhappily averſe to the Confinement within the Bounds 
of ſober Regulations, had retired to Auguſline, where 
too much Encouragement. was given them by thoſe 
who wiſhed ill to his Settlement, to procure it's Diſ- 
paragement ; which turned to the Ruin in the Sequel 
of the two Youths, when every Proviſion neceſſa 
for a comfortable Life would have attended them, 
had they ſtaid. The one found his Way back to a 
Priſon in this Metropolis, the other ſupplied through 
his Hands, by the Generoſity of Mr. Onflow, with 
neceſſary Proviſion, &c. at a Place ninety Miles lower 
down the River, by the Converſion. of which into 
Rum, he imagines from Experience at laſt has died 
a Martyr. His Recommendation to the Governor, to 
prevent it, had not it's deſired Effect, though the leaſt 
Word ſuggeſted by him at his Table, where the whole 
Corps of Officers were entertained in the Courſe. of 
every Week, would have had it's due Influence. In 
this Month of November, the laſt Week, Lieutenant 
Stweetenham, of the Garriſon of Augu/tine, came to his 
Settlement, when he entertained him agreeable to 
his Rank, and his own Abilicies, and obſerved a very 
particular Enquiry he made of your Petitioner, after 
his Surveyor, a Perſon he had taken to inſpect and 
meaſure Land, and was then in his Service, he an- 
ſwered he was gone from Home ; about an Hour after- 
wards the ſame Enquiry being made again, he gave the 
ſame Anſwer, and added, he thinks, to a Queſtion where ? 
that he was gone on his Buſineſs; an Hour or two 
afterwards the ſame Queſtion was repeated, and the 
ſame general Anſwer given, Mr. Sweetenham then went 
up to the above-mentioned Shore, and next day NS- 
vember 28 ; your Petitioner ſet out for Augu/iine, where 
he arrived on the 29th, and waited on the Governor 


to relate his Situation, and the good Agreement with 


the Indians; he likewiſe ſhewed a Draught of the River 
St. ebe as ſurveyed by his Surveyor ; diſcovered his 
Inclination to a Spot of Land on the other Side of the 
River, oppoſite to where he lived; but he did not 
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know whether that might be within the Power of his 
Excellency till after the Indian Treaty, left the River 
might be the fixed Boundary, or if the Grant of the 
Governor of Carolina had diſpoſed of it. If fo, whether 
he might chuſe a Spot twenty-five Miles above on the 


ſame Eaſt-ſide of the River he reſided on. He had 
feen it, deſcribed the Scite; that the Length of his 
Tract, according to the prefcribed Rule of running 
Land, would be nearly about nine Miles three-quar- 
ters in length, by three Miles one-ninth in Breadth; 
the Length he imagined would reach beyond a conſi- 
derable navigable Creek, which he met with in his 
Traverſe, and, as he had heard, not permitted by the 
Rules in Georgia and South Carolina to be paſſed, and 
that in that Caſe, where he might be ſupplied with 
his Quantity, whether ſwell in his Breadth, or take 
in any Corner or Slip of Land adjoining to make up 
| his full Quantity of 20000 Acres. The Governor 
did not ſeem to reſolve any thing — then ſaid that 
F was improper ; aſked him what ſort of Land it was 
N beyond the Creek; he told him it did not look like 
1 ood Land, but he had not been over to examine it; 
de ſeemed then to reaſon that he muſt paſs the Creek, 
7 obtain any full Length, if he made Choice of that 
; and. 
That a Perſon who had fourteen Head of Cattle, 
made your Petitioner a voluntary Offer to ſell them 
to him, and a Bargain was made by his Servant for 
nineteen Pounds, every thing ſettled as to the Deliyery, 
Payment, and the Seller's Aſſiſtance to drive them to 
your Petitioner's Plantation; which Bargain was not 
concluded at any improper 'Time, of the Party in 
Liquor, or ſuch-like Situation; it was — on 
a ſecond and third Day. He ſet out for his Plantation, 
and left Money to pay for them, and his Servant to 
bring the Cattle; but the Seller firſt declined Aſſiſtance 
to drive them out, on Account of ſome Buſineſs, and 
at length refuſed to deliver them. | 
That he returned to his Settlement the followin 
Noon, December the 2d; on the Road met ſeveral Indian 
Warriors going to wait on the Governor ; he found 
| they 
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they had been at his Settlement, and were accommo- 
dated by his People in his Abſence. On their Return 
from Augufline, . they came again to his Settlement, 
and were ſet down to repoſe themſelves for the Night, 
at the Place where his Boats uſually land, and where 
he has fince built a Hut or Houſe. for their Reception, 
which was but a few Yards from his Tent, wherein 
he at that Time lived; he went to them, and fat and 
converſed with them, and afterwards ſent them Pro- 
viſions for their Supper. He perceived they had been 
regaling themſelves on the Road with ſome Rum the 
Governor had preſented them with, and which they 
drank deeply of during the whole Night, when the Fa- 
mily by their Singing, Dancing, and Hallowing, were, 
kept chiefly awake. This is what he 1s _ to be 
careful over his own People, in uſing every Caution to 
prevent Intemperance therein; yet, to Indians, he is 
obliged to- prohibit it, as it might endanger his whole 
Settlement; however the Indians did not come to him 
till the Time of Riſing, when one of the Warriors 
(Pbilati) came to his Tent, when he was ſtill in Bed; 
and ſpoke to him, though in a freer Manner than at 
any Time ſince, being much heated by Liquor, but 
all in good Temper, deſiring his Boat to convey them 
over; on which he got up, and gave Orders for it. The 
Indians, ſcarce able to ſtand, ſtraggled through his Tent, 
where all his Utenſils, Goods, &c. lay open, of which 
he aſked them, whether they wanted any Thing; but, 
in the greateſt good Humour and Sincerity, ſaid no, 
acknowledging they had had too much of the Rum, 
it was too good and affected their Heads; he got all 
of them over the River, except one, the long Warrior, 
(a Warrior at the Time that General Oglethorpe was 
in Georgia) who was too much intoxicated to go, and 
whom, after Sleeping, he entertained in his Tent, and 
gave him ſome Coffee to relieve him of his Head-ach ; 
and he ſtaid the whole Day, and he put him over the 
River the Day after. At different Times he ſaw ſome 
of theſe ſame Indians, and ſeveral others who came 
his Plantation as he might call it then, having ſome 
[ houghts one Day or other it might arrive to ſuch in 
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Reality; and had made a little Garden, and was pro- 
ceeding for a Crop, on ſuch good Agreement with 
the Natives. The Warriors or Head-men dined at 
your Petitioner's Table, the others he ſent Proviſions 
to. They often hunted for him at his Requeſt, 
ſometimes brought him Preſents of Veniſon, Honey, 
Bears-meat, Buffeloes Tongues, Bear-ſkins, Sieves. 
His Refuſal of Rum to them was founded on a Treaty 
he had read of, wherein the Creeks had deſired the Pro- 
hibition of this Commodity, to prevent Quarrels amongſt 
their young Men and the Whices, that might end in 
War; and, though ſeveral ſaw twoCaſks of Rum, of above 
one-hundred Gallons each, landed at his Settlement, 
for his own Uſe, at one Time, yet if the Queſtion 
was for Barter with Skins, Cc. for it, yet his Reaſon 
that, while ſober, they were Men, and the Creeks and 
white Men were friendly, and knew one another, 
yet when Rum came we knew not each other ; but 
it made us Women, and we quarrelled and fought with 
one another, and therefore, though your Petitioner had 
it for the Uſe of his People in their hard Labour, to 
drink with Water, yet they muſt not have any. 

This did not diſoblige them: 'T hoſe that dined at 
his Table, after Dinner, he uſed to open a Bottle of 
Port Wine, perhaps for them, when two or three 
Glaſſes were the moſt he helped them to, and it ſuffi- 
ced. One or two of thoſe who brought their Women 
or Squaws with them, permitted them to ſet at his 
Table, a Favour their natural Jealouſy did not uſually 
encourage as he has heard, and two of the Women 
belonging to one of the Warriors who is come to ſettle 
near him, ſince he ſettled there, have come down by 
themſelves in a Canoe, bringing ſome Preſents, and 
have ſtaid the whole Day, with your Petitioner with- 
out railing any Jealouſy in the Men. | 

That he acquainted the Indians that Rum was an 
unneceſſary and dangerous Merchandize, yet a Trade 
of ſuch Things, as they ſhould want in Barter, for 

ſuch Commodities, as they had, he would encourage 
on the moſt honourable Terms. This was alfa 


founded on an old Treaty at the ſame Time with 
them, 
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them, when ſealed Weights and Meaſures were to 
be ſent up to their Towns. Every Dealing of his ſhould 
be as open as poſſible, with the Underſtanding clear, and 
and Heads free from Liquor. That their young Men 
ſhould be inſtructed in our Language to prevent Frauds. 
For this Purpoſe he ſpent much Time, with them, to 
convince them of the Utility of . his Propoſals, and, 
as far as poſſible and permiſſible, to put the ſame in Prac- 
tice, having taught them the Method of weighing with 
the Stilliards, and meaſuring by the Yard, not with- 
out inſtilling the higheſt Notions of the Engliſß Power 
from the Conqueſts of the late War, of their Juſtice and 
Generoſity from the late Peace which he could convey 
the Idea of, from the Exhibition of the Views and 
Sections of Men of War and Maps. He fell not far 
ſhort of his Hopes and Ends in this Undertaking. - He 
found them his Friends when intoxiccated with Liquor, 
as well as when ſober; he found a Reſpect in both Si- 
tuations, which muſt proceed from the Heart; an 
attempt however vain it might be thought, yer 
ſmall Obſtacles appeared to prevent it's Progreſs tow- 
ards the Civilizing them, which an Inſtance, or two, 
of what fell out, ſome Months after this, may help to 
elucidate. Several Indians of the meaneſt Rank, ſome 
of which had been perhaps, or had heard others re- 
late, having been, on a Saturday Night, at your Peti- 
tioners Plantation, and have been going away on a 
Sunday Morning on their hunt; where he has ſignified 
to them, that it was the Day the Whites addreſſed the 
Being above, who thundered, to ſend us what was 
neceſſary for us, whereby they ſaw we never wanted; 
they have anſwered, muſt we ftay ? to which he ſaid, 
yes, he would have them, when they have ſtaid the 
whole Service, with the utmoſt Decency and Gravity. 
This probably had the following Effect on ſome of theſe 
Indians who had been to Auguſtine, and though he had 
but juſt before heard of the Governor's Praiſe of your 
Petitioners Order, in reſpect of Rum, towards them, 
yet theſe came full freighted with the Governors unhappy 
preſent of that Liquor to this Settlement on their Return, 
Of which they regaled, as alſo the others before- 
| mentioned, 
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mentioned, the' whole Night; being in a very gay 
Mood, they went to the other End of his Town, and 
aſſaulted the Houſe of one his Settlers, where two 
young Lads were that were his Interpreters; on finding 
the Door ſhut, broke it open; but it was only to get 
the two Lads to come and drink with them, which they 


did for a ſmall Time. That Night about Ten o'Clock; 


as he uſed to ſay Prayers to his private Family, before he 
went to Bed, in'the Middle of the Prayers, as his Face 


was towards the Door of the Houſe which was open, 


he ſaw the Indians, and knew how much intoxicated 
they were with Liquor ; but they did not offer to come 
up the Steps into the Room, ſeeing, as he ſuppoſed, 
the Family on their Knees, and knowing, from what 
he mentioned above, the Meaning of it, till he had 


done, and roſe up, which might be five or fix Minutes 


after he firft ſaw them; when they came in with their 
Bowl of Punch, but all in a merry chearful Temper, 
and offering him to drink, which he did in two Rounds 
of their Bowl; he exprefled his Friendſhip for them; 
and gave them to underſtand by Signs, having no In- 
terpreter, that they muſt ſtay in the Morning for him 


to ſee them, before they ſet out on their Hunt, till 
the Sun came to the South-Eaſt, and wiſhed them 4 
good Night; and they went away, and did not come 


to him any more the whole Night, which they ſpent 
entirely in drinking. The next Day they ſeemed ra- 
ther aſhamed of their having behaved ſo in their Cups. 
Some of them are Horſe ſtealers, paſs his Settlement, 
and go to Auguſtine and ſteal Horſes, bring them to his 
Settlement, and go over the River, in his Boats; but, 
though your Petitioner has loſt his Horſes for two Months 
together, yet they never touched his, but have relied 
on his finding theirs when loſt, as happened to four 
of them; and, if there was any thing intended ill againft 
the white Men, he had their ſtrict Promiſe they would 


inform him of it, which rendered him quite eaſy, 


at a Time when the Governor was in forgp Fear, on 
the Suppoſition that one of the Indians was loft or 


murdered at Auguſtine. | 
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That near Chriſimas, your Petitioner's Hunter, whom 
he had hired and kept at the Expence of three Pounds 
per Month, himſelf having the Profit of the Skins, and 
alſo his Proviſion and Drink, when at Home retired to 
Auguſtine for a Week, and he found out very acci- 
dentally by his own Confeſſion, that he ſupplied that 
Place with Veniſon at your Petitioner's Expence, and, 
which the Governor himſelf could not but allow, he had 
furniſhed his Table with ſome. The Hunter keeping 
a Man who could not ſhoot about two Miles off from 
his Settlement, with two Horſes to carry off from Time 
to Time the Veniſon he killed to Auguſline, after this, 
our Petitioner determined to ſupply his Colony with- 
out ſuch Aſſiſtance, only requeſting the indians, when 
with him, to hunt for him, or have the Chance of any 
Veniſon procured the neareſt at hand by any- of his . 
Settlers, whom he did not chuſe to encourage in a 
hunting Life, as he eſteemed it a very idle one. But 
he ſupported them by much Labour and Expence, ſome- 
times by his Horſes bringing Neceſſaries from Auguſtine, 

and at others by his Canoe, at one hundred and fift 
Miles Diſtance, and at 2 from Georgia by Schooners, 
* on Purpoſe at the Value of — Pounds a 

rip. | 

That on the Chri/imas Eve, his Hunter returned, 
and brought the Produce of his Veniſon, fold at the 
Metropolis in Rum, the effects of which diſcovered 
itſelf the next Day in the. Settlers very apparently. He 
employed him now no longer, but however the Hunter 
kept his Horſes ſtill at your Petitioner's Settlement, 
killing and n off the Deer in its Neighbourhood, 
and carrying the Skins and ſome of the Veniſon (for 
it muſt be underſtood of theſe kind of Hunters, that 
they deſtroy, for the Sake of the Skins, ten Times as 
much Deer as they make uſe of the Veniſon of) to St. 
Auguſtine, turning it into Rum, with which he ſupplied 
a Family at your Petitioner's Settlement every now and 
then, ſo as to enable them to keep a Public Houſe, to 
the Ruin of the Induſtrious, particularly that F amily, 
though conſiſting of a Man, his Wife, and fix Children, 
either of which did not do the leaſt Work towards 


raiſing 


3 

raiſing Corn, Garden Stuff, or any Thing for their 
Subſiſtance. This he related afterwards to the Go- 
vernor, as he thought it required ſome Authority to 
reſtrain, as it was ſo injurious to his Settlement; his 
Anſwer was, if any Thing was done contrary to the 
Law of England, that was open, there was his Remedy. 
That was not adapted he thought, your Petitioner an- 
ſwered him, to the preſent Caſe; a Remedy could only 
be found in himſelf, his own Power; he aſked your 
Petitioner what he would have him do? He replied, he 
could not preſume to direct his Excellency in that 
Matter. The Conſequence appeared ſome Months af- 
terwards. The Horſes were ftill kept there, ſometimes 
breaking into his Corn Incloſures, and doing Damage 
to him likewiſe in that Way; ſome of the Settlers he 
thinks uſed theſe Horſes, but paid the Hunter for the 
Uſe; during his Abſence in May, his Agent had like- 
wiſe uſed one to fetch Proviſion from Augu/tine, and 
propoſed paying for the ſame, as the others had, and 
did not refuſe ; but what was the particular Reaſon he 
cannot aſſign, except the Irritation of Rum; one Even- 
ing the Hunter, being much in Liquor, was going up 
in a Boat to hunt on the Lakes above his Setilement, 
but, juſt before he ſet out, ſaid to his Companion, he. 
would go out in the Pine Barren, and kill a Deer firſt, 
he went out there, when two Negroes were ſawing for 

our Petitioner ; he aſked them whether they were all 
alone? They ſaid yes. Soon after they heard a Gun 


go off, and they ſaw your Petitioners Cow's running in 


a confuſed Manner, and the Hunter came to them, and 
told them, in theſe Words : I have ſhot one of Mr. 
Ralle's Cows, and you may go and tell him fo, and I 
will ſhoot all his Cows, and Horſes, and Hogs, and 
himſelf; you are no Witneſſes. The Negroes went 
in immediately, and came and informed him of it, and, 
when he fent to the other End of his Town, where the 
Hunter frequented, found he was ſet off in a Boat up 
the River, but, as he could not tell where, his Com- 
panion who uſed to carry the Veniſon to Augu/iine was 
examined, and it appeared he was to take the Horſes 
up to a Lake about fix Miles from his Settlement the 

| next 
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next Week, but a Perſon, that went with the Hunter 
in the Boat, intending to return the next Night, on 
which your Petitioner waited his Return, and, though 
he could not depend on him, yet his Agent, being ap- 

ointed a Juſtice of Peace, ſwore him, and three ſtrong 
Perſons more, and ſent them up in Search of the Hunter, 
with a Warrant to apprehend him; they luckily hit on 
the Place, in the Middle of the Night, and ſeized him 
in his Sleep, and brought him down and ſent him to 
Auguſtine, where there was no Jailer to be found, and 
the Sheriff or Provoſt Marſhal, who was one of the 
Governors menial Servants, ſeemed at a Loſs how to 
act. None ſeemed expeditious in ſecuring him, more 
ſeemed deſirous of having him freed ; however he was 
at laſt admitted into Jail, but the Attorney General 
wrote a Letter * to your Petitioner's Agent; though he 
could be the only Proſecutor of the Cauſe, yet appeared 
more in the Defence of the Delinquent, alledging the 
Warrant and Commitment was irregular, '&c. as by 
the ſaid Letter would more particularly appear. That 
your Petitioner having been at a conſiderable Expence, 
and having faved ſeveral Things out of his Boat, which 


was loſt as before-mentioned, on his Agent on the 24 . 


of January 1765, hired: another Boat to bring the ſame 
round over the Bars to his Settlement, another Boat 
coming round at the ſame Time, with Goods belong- 
ing to a Store, whoſe Maſter being better acquainted 
with the Bar of Auguſtine, than the Perſon who had 
the Direction of your Petitioner's, ſet out firſt, in order 
to direct the other; the firſt Boat paſt the Fort 
without Obſtruction, when the other, freighted entirely 
with his Goods, was ſtopped by the Officer then 
on Duty; who was Lieutenant Sweetenham above- 
mentioned, as he afterwards heard; and delayed fo long, 
that the Tide was ſo far gone out, that, when they arrived 
at the Bar, the Boat ſtruck on it and overſet ; whereby 
he loſt every Thing, except a Barrel of Tar, the only 
Thing which came a Shore; the Mafter was drowned, 
and a free Mulatto ſaved himſelf by ſwimming a pro- 
digious Lenyth of Time. This Mulatto ſoon after 
* Vide Letter, Pages | 
went 
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went away to another Province, which prevented his Hear- 
ing of the Particulars from him; and his Agent, menti- 
noed before as an exceptionable Perſon by the Governor, 
declined interfering in the Examination into the Reaſon 
of the Stopping of the Boat, but heard, that both of 
the Boats were alike open Boats ; the firſt, not a Con- 
cern of your Petitioner's was not ſtopped, as the other, 
freighted with his Goods was; that the Maſter went a Shore 
at the Fort, and afterwards went to the principal Offi- 
cer, Major Ogilvie, to relate the Circumſtance ; who 
diſapproved of the Officer on Duty at the Fort's ſtop- 
ping the Boat, as both were equally to be eſteemed 
open Boats going provincial Voyages, and never were 
to be ſtopped to be examined at the Fort, This 
Officer, Mr. Sweetenham, is the Perſon that was con- 
| cerned in a Riot in Georgia; by which Mr. Grover, then 
Chief Juſtice, was ſuperſeded, but ſince reſtored to 
Honour. This Officer your Petitioner has heard the 
Governor mention more than once, as a Perſon he had 
a great Regard for, and knew not another whoſe In- 
* tereſt he ſhould be more inclined to promote. Mr, 
Lloyd, your Petitioner's intended Overſeer for his Plan- 
tation, arrived from England, and brought him Account, 
that probably a Ship with Settlers, &c. might be on their 
Voyage to America, on his Account ; and, leſt they ſhould 
go round to St. Maris, where it was ſuppoſed that he 
was ſettled, he had diſpatched Letters to Providence and 
Jamaica, and other Iſlands, to ſtop her if poſſible, and 
order her to St. John's River, but which afterwards 
proved without Effect. When Mr. Lloyd, his Overſeer, 
had waited on the Governor at Augu/tine, the Governor 
had intimated that ſeveral Petitions had been preſented 
from his Plantation, with ſome Irregularity. Theſe 
were dated the 15th of December, and had been ſent at 
that Time, under Cover, directed by your Petitioner ta 
Mr. Dunnet, the Secretary of the Province. As for the 
Irregularity in the ſending of them, and the Non-ap- 
plication in Perſon, it was occaſioned by your Petitioner's 


ſending his Surveyor to the Secretary's Office, to know | 


the particular Method or Form of Petitioning, and how 
it might be with the leaſt Trouble and Expence to the 
Petitioner ; 
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Petitioner, where he had a written preſcribed Form deli- 
vered him, and was acquainted, that there wouldbe a Day 
appointed to take them under Conſideration by the Go- 
vernor in Council ; at which Time only, there would be a 
Neceflity of the perſonal Attendance of the Petitioner ; 
and the Governor had mentioned to him before, that the 
Dates of the Pe it ons would be a Rule to him in granting 
when two happened to be preſented for the ſame Spot, 
according to their Priority of Preſen ment. As this 
was the N00 fromthe Office, and ſeemed to be 
reaſonable, it was followed in the five Petitions ſent in. 

That the Secretary had promiſed your Petitioner's 
Surveyor, who was one of the Petitioners, that he 
ſhould have Notice of the Day of conſidering Petitions. 
This was repreſented in a Letter of the 15th of Jonu- 
ary, and anſwered by the Governor on the 16th, where- 
in the perſonal Application with the Petitions it the 
firſt Place was infited on; alſo, an Intimation that no 
Addition whatſoever could be made to your Petitioner's 
Land, as having the Kings“ Order for a Grant of twenty 
thouſand Acres, and that his Proclamation. extended 


2 ta induce other reſponſible Perſons, who might be 


inclined to Settle; and that he ſhould be very careful of 
the Perſons, whom he ſhould grant any Land to ſettle on. 
Your Petitioner heard afterwards that theſe Petitions 
were thrown under the Table, and with Declaration, 
that no Perſons from your Petitioner's Settlements or 

concerned with him, ſhould haveany Grants of Land, 
That, about the latter End of January, Mr. Greenan, 
Regiſter and Naval Officer, made your Petitioner a 
Vike from Augu/tine, at his Plantation; he was much 
eſteemed by the Governor, and often did Buſineſs for him, 
of the Secretaryſhip, when the Secretary Mr. Dunnet 
was ill; as he entertained him as well his Situation per- 
mitted, and ſhewed him his Intentions in his Settle- 
ment, and diverted him with a View of the neighbouring 
Parts of the Province; he is ſorry to mention now a 
Circumſtance which might reflect Diſhonour on any 
body, but eſpecially on ſuch Gentlemen, who might 
be ſuppoſed to well diſcern the Laws of Hoſpitality. 
An old Man, his Wife, and Son, who came up to him 
B 2 early 
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early in his Settlement, the latter unhealthy and the two 
former rather aged; however the Father and Son were 
ſometimes uſeful in ſupplying his Tablewith Veniſon; the 
Wife afiifted in his Kitchen. Buſineſs, where ſeveral 
Attendants were neceſſary, haviog a great Number to 
ſupply. They had unhappily a Daughter in Auguſb ine, 
which had long before been a Proſtitute, he may ſately ſay 
ſo, as a Child of ſome Age, was the Fruit of it by a Sea 
Captain; but now was too far advanced in Proftitution, 
to afford an Augmentation to a Colony, by the Unfor- 
tunate Situation in a Town, where the ſmall Number of 
Females occaſioned much Diviſions and Irregularity. 
The Child of this Proſtitute inherited an ill State of 
Health from it's unhappy Parents, and was . there- 
fore eſteemed a Burden to the Town in which it 
lived with it's Mother. Mr. Greenan endeavoured to 
enter into a Treaty with it's Grandmother above- 
mentioned; who was an Aſſiſtant in providing daily ſuch 
Entertainment as your Petitioner could give that Gen- 
tleman at his Table, and whom, with her Huſband 
and Son, he might be ſaid to maintain already, as their 
Labour could not recompenſe him for their Living; 
treated with her, to take the Child to your Petiti- 
oner's Settlement, that he might have that additional 
Burden, as the Town thought it fuch, and, might 
relieve the Mother alſo from the Trouble of it, who 
might then be more at Leiſure to follow her Occupa- 
tion, Mr. Greenan alſo was deſirous that a Boat- 
builder, who had retired from the Extravagance and 
Drinking at Augu/tine ; and came to his Settlement for 
a more quiet and induftrious Life, ſhould go back to 
reſide at that Place, which it was his own free Will, not 
your Petitioner's Decoying, that led him to quit; he 
alſo acquainted him, that he had ſome Timber belong- 
ing to him in his Poſſeſſion, but the Boat-builder re- 
plied, that he ſhould not return, and he did not regard 
the Timber at all. He alſo left a Wife there, which 
he could not much regard, having choſe other People's 
Company, and who your Petitioner heard was in 
Mr. Greenan's Service, There ſeemed to be a Deſire 


alſo for a young Woman, who had come up * the 
| | | ower 
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lower Part of the River, to reſide at his Settlement, to 
quit it again, and go to Auguſtine; but ſhe was then 
indifferent in choice, and your Petitioner, ſoon -after 
adviſed her to a Match, which ſhe immediately com- 
plied with; under which Security, ſhe {til reſides at 
his Settlement. However as it was ſuppoſed by Mr. 
Lloyd his Agent, and himſelf, that Mr. Greenar's Viſit was 
not idle Curioſity and Compliment, your Petitioner did 


not ſhew him only what he had done, but deſcribed to 
him his Plan of Settlement, and informed him, if he could 


have the major Part of his Land runout on the other Side 
of the River, and Part on this Side, he didnot care if 
the River was reckoned and meaſured as Part of his 
twenty thouſand Acres, or if the whole was granted on 
the other Side ; that he might have the Liberty of pur- 
chaſing a few hundred Acres of Land, on that Side 
of the River he then reſided on, to preſerve the Plan 


of his Town, which, asa healthy Situation, was eligible, - 


but could not be ſo to any Perſon, to take up accord- 


ing to the Form of three Perch Back for one in 


Front ; and alſo about two hundred Acres below, and 
two above the Town ; ſome for the Appropriation for 
a Miniſter, and ſome for the Endowment of a School. 
All within the Offer as he thought, made *“ by the Pro- 
clamation of the Liberty of purchaſing to the Quantity 
of one thouſand Acres, above the Rights or Grants, 
according to his Majeſty's Order. Or he propoſed, 
that, if the Mode of Settlement did not permit that, 
et if the Perſons reſiding with him, took up their 
Family Rights of one hundred Acres per Head for 


- themſelves, and fifty for each of their Family, on the 


Eaſt Side of the River, which they would not do on the 
Spot where his Town ſtands, unleſs any other pecu- 
liar Advantage to them was in View; this might ſerve 
the Purpoſe of preſerving the Plan of his Town, by 
their keeping Part of their Land in Poſſeſſion in Lots, 


in and adjoining to the Town; and the Reſidue might 


be ſupplied to them by Exchange of better Land, from 
his Grant of twenty thouſand Acres, when laid out, 


on the other Side of the River. 


* Vide Governor Gran!”s Proclamation. 
B 3 T 
5 hat, 


= 1 ng hes ok 2 1 
— — — = a 


—_— 


—_— 


4 — ES a a>, .——_— 
£m —— nerf "ON . — 


( 22 ) 

That, in a Letter dated the 3d of February, the 
Governor takes Notice of the Receipt of your Petiti- 
oner's to him, of the 29th of January, ſent by Mr. 
Greenax, on his Return, and of a Plan of your Peti- 
tioner's Settlement or Town, and other projected De- 
pendencies thereon: This Letter intimated that there 
was no Power in him of making Additions to his Tract 
of Land, which was to be ſurveyed out to him in 
Terms of his Majeſty's Order. An Extra Settlement 
was impracticable, becauſe therein it was termed a 
contiguous Tract; that no Grants were to be given 
to other People, who would transfer their Rights to 

our Petitioner. That there were Oiders from the 
ords of "I'rade to guard againſt Perſons Engrofling of 
Land. That he could not ſce any Utility a Settlement 
could be of at the Narrows of the River, where his 
Town was projected, if his twenty thouſand Acres 
were to be run out elſewhere. That no Advantage 
could accrue to the Province from a Town, where 
there would be no Tnhabitants, as no-body would ſtay - 
with him any longer than he fed them. That he would 
not Encourage Settlements of any of thoſe People, at a 
Place where the Indians were likely to come over the 
River, on Account of it's Narrowneſs. That he was 
not at Liberty to judge of the plaufible Reaſons your 
Petitioner ſaid he had to alledge for the Meaſure. That 
no Application of others ſhail preclude him from having 
the Grant of the Indian Store he had projected at this 
Place. That the Surveyor General was arrived, had 
iſſued the Warrant of Survey, for his twenty thou- 
ſand Acres, and ſent a Deputy he brought from Georgia; 
and alſo one Fairchild, who had been hired before by your 
Petitioner, as a Surveyor, and had now a Deputation, 
as one for the Province; which the Governor thought 
would be agreeable to him. That Surveyor, late his 
{for it proved, in the Sequel, he was not to be his 
any longer) only came, the other being ill. Another 
Letter, dated the next Day (the 4th of February) incioſed 
a Power to him, to adminiſter the Oaths to his Agent 
Mr. Lleyd, to qualify him to act as a Fuftice of the yy 
hat 
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That, about the latter End of January, there was an 
Agreement made for your Petitioner, with one Johnſon, 
tor ſixteen Head of Cattle, and which were brought to 
his Settlement the gth of February; with theſe fixteen 
there were a Bull and a Steer, that were ſtray Cattle, 
that did not belong to thoſe he bought, but which 
having been with them, and, as a common Thing, would 
not be ſeparated from them, all the Drivers could do 
did not prevent them from continuing with them, as 
they were drove near Auguſtine his Servant went into 
Town, and ſpoke to the ſeveral Owners of Cattle, 
and acquainting them of theſe two ſtray Cattle, and 
that his Maſter muſt pay for the two Cattle, or, if they 
would come out and fee them, they might have them; 
no Perſon came, and they were drove to his Settlement 
with the others, under Neceſſity only, not Choice. As 
his Settlers had not had any freſh Meat lately, and the 
Steer was the better Meat, rather than the others, and 
it would not have been worth any Owners While to 
have drove the two only back to Auguſtine,” the Marks, 
the Colour, and the Value, were aſcertained while 
alive. His Agent thought it would be no Injury, but 
a Benefit to whatever Owner appeared, to kill it, and 
allow for it.. It was therefore killed, and the Weight 
of it then taken, and, when he went to Augu/iine after- 
wards, he carried the Certificate of the ſame, and lodged 
it with the Money in a Merchant's Hands, (Mr. Wilſon's) 
for the Value, after the Auguſtine Price per Pound, That, 
if any Perſon alledged the Marks of their loſt Cattle, 
and they proved the ſame as the Certificate mentioned, 
which he was to keep private, that, in that Caſe, he was 
to deliver the Money for the ſame, and would pay for 
the Bull, or they might have it at his Plantation. There 


as immediately raiſed an Uproar about this Theft; 


one Mr. Piles, who had the largeſt Stock of Cattle, 
ſent a threatening Letter to his Servant, that they were 
his Cattle. Captain Skinner, an Officer at Auguſtine, 
ſent to know what were the Marks of thoſe two Cattle: 
Your Petitioner therefore informed the Juſtices of Peace 
of what he had done, as to lodging the Certificates and 
Money in Mr. Wilſon's _ Mr. Wilſon ſent = 
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That, in a Letter dated the 3d of February, the 
Governor takes Notice of the Receipt of your Petiti- 
oner's to him, of the 2gth of January, ſent by Mr. 
Greenaxs, on his Return, and of a Plan of your Peti- 
tioner's Settlement or Town, and ather projected De- 
pendencies thereon: This Letter intimated that there 
was no Power in him of making Additions to his Tract 
of Land, which was to be lurveyed out to him in 
Terms of his Majeſty's Order. An Extra Settlement 
was impracticable, becauſe therein it was termed a 
contiguous Tract; that no Grants were to be given 
to other People, who would transfer their Rights to 
our Petitioner. That there were Oiders from the 

ords of "I'rade to guard againſt Perſons Engrofling of 
Land. That he could not ſce any Utility a Settlement 
could be of at the Narrows of the River, where his 
Town was projected, if his twenty thouſand Acres 
were to be run out elſewhere. That no Advantage 
could accrue to the Province from a Town, where 
there would be no Tnhabitants, as no-body would ſtay 
with him any longer than he fed them. That he would 
not Encourage Settlements of any of theſe People, at a 
Place where the Indians were likely to come over the 
River, on Account of it's Narrowneſs. That he was 
not at Liberty to judge of the plauſible Reaſons your 
Petitioner ſaid he had to alledge for the Meaſure. That 
no Application of others ſhail preclude him from having 
the Grant of the Indian Store he had projected at this 
Place. That the Surveyor General was arrived, had 
iſſued the Warrant of Survey, for his twenty thou- 
ſand Acres, and ſent a Deputy he brought from Georgia; 
and alſo one Fairchild, who had been hired before by your 
Petitioner, as a Surveyor, and had now a Deputation, 
as One for the Province; which the Governor thought 
would be agreeable to him. That Surveyor, late his 
{for it proved, in the Sequel, he was not to be his 
any longer) only came, the other being ill. Another 
Letter, dated the next Day (the 4th of February) incloſed 
a Power to him, to adminiſter the Oaths to his Agent 
Mr. Lleyd, to qualify him to act as a Fuftice of the yy 
| hat 
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That, about the latter End of January, there was an 
Agreement made for your Petitioner, with one Johnſon, 
tor ſixteen Head of Cattle, and which were brought to 
his Settlement the gth of February; with theſe ſixteen 
there were a Bull and a Steer, that were ſtray Cattle, 
that did not belong to thoſe he bought, but which 
having been with them, and, as a common Thing, would 
not be ſeparated from them, all the Drivers could do 
did not prevent them from continuing with them, as 
they were drove near Auguſtine his Servant went into 
Town, and ſpoke to the ſeveral Owners of Cattle, 
and acquainting them of theſe two ſtray Cattle, and 
that his Maſter muſt pay for the two Cattle, or, if they 
would come out and ſee them, they might have them; 
no Perſon came, and they were drove to his Settlement 
with the others, under Neceſſity only, not Choice. As 
his Settlers had not had any freſh Meat lately, and the 
Steer was the better Meat, rather than the others, and 
it would not have been worth any Owners While to 
have drove the two only back to Auguſtine, the Marks, 
the Colour, and the Value, were aſcertained while 
alive. His Agent thought it would be no Injury, but 
a Benefit to whatever Owner appeared, to kill it, and 
allow for it.. It was therefore killed, and the Weight 
of it then taken, and, when he went to Auguſtine after- 
wards, he carried the Certificate of the ſame, and lodged 
it with the Money in a Merchant's Hands, (Mr. Wilſon's) 
for the Value, after the Auguſtine Price per Pound. That, 
if any Perſon alledged the Marks of their loſt Cattle, 
and they proved the ſame as the Certificate mentioned, 
which he was to keep private, that, in that Caſe, he was 
to deliver the Money for the ſame, and would pay for 
the Bull, or they might have it at his Plantation. There 
was immediately raiſed an Uproar about this Theft; 
one Mr. Piles, who had the largeſt Stock of Cattle, 
ſent a threatening Letter to his Servant, that they were 
his Cattle. Captain Skinner, an Officer at Auguſtine, 
ſent to know what were the Marks of thoſe two Cattle : 
Your Petitioner therefore informed the Juſtices of Peace 
of what he had done, as to lodging the Certificates and 
Money in Mr. Wilſans Hands. Mr. Hilſon ſent for 
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Mr. Piles, and mentioned the ſame ; he deſired him to 
name the Marks of his Cattle, when it proved qu:te 
different from the Marks in the Certificate. The latter 
your Petitioner waited on, and acquainted him of the 
ſame. The Certificates and Money were in Mr. Milſon's 
Hands, and the Bull ftill in being at his Plantation, 
when he came away in September, 1765. 
That, on February the 19th, arrived at his Settlement, 
one Arunton and others, who had before called there in 
their Way up to find out a Paſſage through to the Gulph 
of Mexice, from the River St. Fon}'s, as it had been re- 
ported there was, but which they did not find ; the 
Journal they gave kim a Copy of contained to one hun- 
dred and twenty-ſix Miles, above his Settlement, and 
they faid there was between twenty and thirty Miles 
more. they had not entered, | 

That, on February the 26th, he ſet out for St. Au- 
guſline, and intended to have camped without-ſide the 
Town, and went in by Day to tranſact his Buſineſs, and 
wait on the Governor, but, over-perſuaded by his Agent, 
went to Mr. Greenan's to return his Viſit, agreeable 
to Invitation. At this Gentleman's Houſe he lay, and, 
as uſual when in Town before, was invited to dine at 
the Governor's, except the three laſt Days, when the 
Governor imagined your Petitioner had been ſet out 
for his Plantation, and was then entertained by the 
Attorney General, Major Ogilvie, Commander of the 
Troops, and another Officer. The Surveyor Fairchild, 
whom your Petitioner eſteemed a hired Servant, one of 
his own Houſhold, and had accepted one of the Deputy 
Surveyorſhips of the Province, by Conſent of your 
Petitioner, waited on him at Mr. Greennan 's, to know 
his Pleaſure about returning to his Plantation as a Sur- 
veyor for the Province, but ſeemed too high for his 
Service, and inquired what Wages he would. give. 
This Alteration. induced him to mention it to the Go- 
vernor, that ſome Methods had been taken he believed 
to induce him to leave his Service, contrary to his 
Contract. The Governor told him to ſpeak to Mr. 
Greenan, to ſpeak to Fairchild (the Surveyor) that he 
might attend his Service, as well as the Province — 
. ö h | ut 
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But afterwards, an Opportunity ſerving, the Governor 
ſpoke to him himſelf, and told him, that the two Offi- 
ces were not incompatible, and he might ſerve him 
ſtill on his Plantation. The next Day at Mr. Greenan's 
Fairchild came and offered to adjuſt the Accounts of 
Wages due, and Monies received; and, ſuppoſing the 
Balance againſt him, offered to fetch the Money to 
pay it, as ſoon as it was ſettled. He drew it out, and 
proved twelve Pounds received in Caſh, about twenty 


* $hillings due for Store Goods, in all thirteen Pounds, 


of which about eight' Pounds ten Shillings was the 


Proportion of twenty Pounds a Year for twenty-two 


Weeks he had ſerved him, and this Balance of four 
Pound ten Shillings appeared due to your Petitioner. 
The Propoſal of Payment, dropped on the Queſtion, 
how much was he to give ? For Mr, Greenan pleaded 
for him, that your Petitioner could not give leſs to him 
than a Crown a Day; your Petitioner anſwered not 
till he was compelled by Force. He continued to ſay 
his Bargain was juſt, and therefore ſhould be ob- 
ſerved ; thus, with ſo good an Advocate, he had neither 
Service nor Balance of Account paid him, The Con- 
ſequence of this plain Seduction was the utter Ruin 
of the young Man. At your Petitioner's homely Plan- 


tation he ſaved _— was freeing himſelf from Debt 


even out of twenty Pounds a Year, and preſerved his 
Health by Temperance and an induſtrious Life. For, 
without Vanity, there might be ſaid to be Regulations 


' tending to this End, amidſt a moderate Plenty, not 
found-in a garriſoned Town, where Luxury and. De- 


bauchery reigned amidſt Scarcity. And Surveying va- 
lued by it's Hundreds per Annum, your Petitioner 
ſuppoſes, did not ſuffice, the Youth was ruined, a 
fifty Pound Debt appeared in one Shop Book againſt 
him, and he took up the Money for his Surveys, and 


carried off the Plans with him, or wy 4s them, and 


fled to Wt-Florida. Two other Perſons who were 
tired of this fatal Place, one having been caught in 


a Law-ſuit about Driving of Cattle, who had propo- 
ſed to come to your Petitioner's Town to ſettle, but 
by no Seduction of his; only their own Choice, an 
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as one had Cattle, would have been beneficial to his 
Colony; yet were at firſt powerfully retained by the 


Service -- - - - - at length obliged 


to part with the Cattle, being nineteen Head, which 
ſold for only twenty Guineas, he thinks a ful] Proof 

our Petitioners *Bargain was no Impoſition, of fourteen 

ead, for nineteen Pounds. But this Purchaſe ſeemed 
only contrived to prevent his having them ; and though 
purchaſed by Mr. Juſtice Greenan, who was juſt then 
beginning a Plantation, and they would ſoon have been 
2 pretty initial Stock ; but they paſſed quietly into the 
Juſtice's Servants Hands, or through them into the 
above Shop, where the Deputy-Surveyor ſunk his fifty 
Pounds. At this Time came on the final Concluſion 
of the Affair of the Cattle your Petitioner bought as 


before - mentioned; Mr. Greenan when at his Settlement, 


ed his Judgment in Appearance, that the Seller 
ould make good his Bargain, which was fourteen 


Head of Cattle for nineteen Pounds, and he would adviſe 


him and ſettle that Matter at his Return. At firſt when 
your Petitioner came to Town, he was informed that 
the Seller would deliver the Cattle ; he came to Mr. 
Greenan's, who now your Petitioner ſaw became Pleader 
of this Cauſe alſo; which was by propoſing he ſhould 
give the fame Money for eleven or twelve Head, as two 
or three of them had been killed ſince; not that he 
fuppoſed the Seller wquld have let him have had them 


then, this was only to raiſe Matter of Diſpute ; your 


Petitioner ſaid the Bargain was fair and open, and he 


thought every one ſhould ſtand to ſuch, and it would 


de Matter of Lenity in him, after he had the fulfilling 
of it, as far as the Circumſtances allowed, by the 
Delivery of the Remainder, with ſome Deduction for 
thoſe that were killed. There was then produced an 
Affidavit, ſigned by a Perſon juſt before he removed 
from Augiiſline, that your Petitioner's Surveyor gave 
up the Bargain ; yaur Petitioner left him, it was 
wue to bring out the Cattle, and Money to pay for 


not likely (if the Juſtice had conſidered) that when 
be was left in Town, with Caſh to pay for them, and 


to 


them, but he did not make the Bargain, and it was A 
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w drive them out, that he ſhould have left Powers 

annul it; he had been ready, and your Petitioner ſent 
him to make an Affidavit to contradict the other; but 
the Juſtice would not permit it. Thus the Englþ 
Law was open, as the Governor had told him it was. 
But he found it open only on one Side of a Queſtion. 
He now happily concluded an Account with his Agent, 
a Perſon (Mr. Ballamare) who accidentally under- 
took it, he ſays happily, as this unfortunate Gen- 
tleman, in truſting to a Promiſe of the Place of the 
Collectorſhip of this Port, was ruined, and made a 
dreadful Exit, not long after. This Account amount- 
ed to the Value of one hundred and fourteen Pounds, 
which by Exchange of eight and a quarter, for his 
Bills on Charles-Town, made above one hundred and 
twenty-three Pounds, which, with three hundred and 
forty-two Pounds and 'the Exchange 8 
making in all four hundred and ninety- three Pounds, 
nearly all expended in St. Auguſtine, proves a conſi- 
derable Sum; your Petitioner begs Leave to mention, 
after the Public Money is noticed for that Metropolis, 
and he does it to diſtiuguiſh himſelf, as laying out 
Money in Auguſline, a Circumſtance that merits Fa- 
vour, as his Neighbour Mr. Spalding, who keeps the 
Store for Machey and Co. in Georgia, had Threats that 
his Licence ſhould be taken from him, not only as 
he had not conformed to it, which was only juſt 
intimated,. as to the Power over him, but in more 
expreſs Terms, becauſe he did not lay out his Money 
for Goods at Auguſtine; for his Partners ſent it all by 
Water from Georgia ; whereas he muſt have kept 
Horſes, and had expenſive Land Carriage from Au- 
gu/tine. So impolitic a Demand by the Secretary, Mr. 
Dunnet in a Letter, occaſioned Mr. Spalding to go to Au- 
guſtine, to know whether it was only Mr. Dunnet's Inti- 
mation in Favour of Mr. Wilſon's Store, which was hinted 
as the Place to buy at, who was in Partnerſhip with one 
Baclop, whom the Governor had given the Command 
of the Province Schooner to; Mr. Dunnet replied it was 
the Governor's Will, that he ſhould have the Intimation 
before - mentioned. The Governor himſelf, when Mr, 


Spalding waited on him, was ſilent on this Topic. 
| This 
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This Letter having been tranſmitted to Georgia, he 
need not recite it, as it was foreſtalled in the Relation, 
by an unintereſted Perſon, mentioning his Knowledge 
of the Fact. For Want of this kind of Recommendation, 
of expending his Money at Mr. Wilſon's Store, in 
Auguſline, he could not be blameable, he muſt proceed 
further to ſind the Cauſe of Blame. 
That he had, in the Courſe of ſome Converſation, 
during this Week, an Intimation that, in the more regu- 
lar Manner, the Governor ſhould have directed the At- 
torney General to have proſecuted him for ſettling on 
the King's Land, without Leave. He now endeavour- 
ed to find out in what Manner he might be permitted 
to run his Land, for he could without much Foreſight 
perceive, that whatever ſeemed more particularly his 
Defire, would fall further without the Line of his 
Majeſty's Directions and Orders. 
That having an Inclination to ſome Iſlands, ſome 
Way above where he is now ſettled ; but which Iſlands, 
if he had ſpecified, would ſome how or other be con- 
ſtrued improper for him to have; but which he in- 
tended to have taken, with ſome Land adjoining, or 
not far off, could he have aſſured a Will to grant them. 
He aſked therefore a Queſtion about the Iſland of Amelia, 
which lies on the Confines of Georgia, which the Lords 
of Trade had once conſented to recommend to his 
Majeſty to grant to your Petitioner, whether if he 
altered his Mind again for that Ifland, which he ſup- 
poſed about fifteen thouſand Acres of Land, whether 
he might have the remaining five thouſand Acres on 
the Continent, neareſt to the Iſland ? The Governor 
anſwered, your Petitioner's Grant was to be of a con- 
tiguous Lot of twenty thouſand Acres. This how- 
ever he had obviated before in his Plan, ſhewn to Mr, 
Greenan, by which the Water intervening, amounting to 
threeor four thouſand Acres, was to have been meaſured, 
and ſome Land on each Side, which would certain]; 
have been contiguous, though Part of it might be 
covered with Water. He was ſurprized now however, 
with a particular Care in his Excellency for the poor 
'Settler himſelf at laſt, though, in the Caſe of his 
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Hunter, the Governor would not interfere, as is before 
mentioned. The Satisfaction made by Major Og:lvie, 
for the Injury done him by the Soldiers at Picolata, in 


carrying off his Smith and his Wife, was reduced to a 


Reprimand at his Requeſt, and pardoned, as is related 
before. 

That in ſome of his Letters, among many of the 
Grievances that he had full Reaſon to Complain of hav- 
ing barely recited, this of the Soldiers, the Governor 
took up this ſingle Fact alone, and exerted his Au- 
thority as Governor in aſſiſting and protecting him as 
a Settler, by removing of this Garriſon at Picalata, who 
had injured him in the Manner before related, - but it 
happened to be thus untimely, after the Satisfaction 
and Pardon given through Major Og:tvie.. 

That, one Day this Week, the Governor mentioned 
to him this Order of Removal ; he told him it happened 
to be extremely unfortunate, as he had addreſſed his 
Complaints to the Major, being the Commanding 
Officer, and he had anſwered him in the politeſt Man- 
ner, and rendered him all the Satisfaction of Puniſhment 
poſſible, which he had declined, and intreated for a 
Relaxation and had pardoned the Delinquents. The 
Governor ſaid, he was not to aſk the Major any Queſtion 
about it, that your Petitioner ought to have addreſſed 
himſelf to him; he replied, he thought in applying to 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, reſpecting 
ſuch Matters, he had acted properly; the Governor 
ſaid no, in reſpect of the Care of the Settlements, he 
himſelf was the only Director. But, as various 
Circumſtances, which fall out at different Times, are 
not eaſily connected and ambiguous, meanings diſin- 
velop, your Petitioner is obliged to make his Rela- 
tion with the utmoſt Plainneſs of Style, for Perſpicuity's 
Sake, and reaſon from FaQts to Cauſes, in the Courſe 
as they happened. In three Governments in America, 
Qu. bect, Wilt and Eaft Florida, a Diſpute aroſe between 
the reſpective Governors and the Commanding Officers 
of the Forces at each Place, as to the Power of giving 
the Word of Command. In Eaft-Flrida, the Governor 
claimed it; Major Ogiluie, the Commanding Officer at 


Auguſline 


. 
Auguſtine, aſſerted the Right, and ſaid that theſe Points 
muſt not be given up, but that, the Governor and him- 


ſelf, had been in Friendſhip in the Expedition to the 


Havanna, he did not deſire to quarrel with him. 
If he liked the Feather, he might have it, till a Deter- 
mination of the Queſtion might be had from the Gene- 
ral Commanding Officer (General Gage) to whom he 
would fend. The Anſwer from General Gage gave it 
in Favour of Major Ogiluie. He cannot aſſign any other 


Reaſon, but a kind of Reverfal of this Order, unleſs, 


as Protector of Settlers, it might be that of throwing 
the Blame on your Petitioner, for Pardoning and re- 
verſing his Pardon, and to raife an Odium and Hatred 
in the common Soldiery againſt him, which appeared in 
a Refuſal, for fome Time, to let him in at the Gate of 
the Fortification, called Aorſo, one Evening juft after 
the Gate was ſhut, but which. is uſual to all eople at 
any Time of the Night; for without Leave the Palmetto 
Fortification on that Side of the Town admits in many 
Places a Horſe to pafs through it, at a Diſtance from 
this Guard at the Gate, a 
That, on March the 18th, Philcki, one of the Hudians, 
made your Petitioner a Viſit of Compliment, with his 
Squaw, or Wife, and two Sons well dreſſed ; on ſome 
Converfation he expreſſed ſome Anger at a Trading 
Houſe being eſtabliſhing at a Place a great Way above 
by one Mr. Jn, and ſaid the Indians would not ſuffer it, 
which your Petitioner knew was rather out of Jealouſy, 
for the other Store, which waskept by Mr. Spalding, whoſe 
Friend this Indian was, however your Petitioner thought 
fit, to acquaint the Governor of it by Letter, but this 
Indian brought Mr. Wilſon away by Force, and obliged 


him to depart, after letting him fell the few Things 


he had then with him. In this Letter he alſo informed 
the Governor of his explaining the Plan of Trade, he 
purpoſed with the Indians, to this Indian Philati, which 
proved ſo agreeable as mentioned before. But he alſo 
was obliged to mention one Circumſtance, that this 
Viſit drew Jealouſy of the Trading Houſe of Mr. 
Spalding, who was himſelf then abſent in Georgia, but 


his Interpreter came down to his Settlement, in Purſuit 
of 
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of Phibki, as a Debtor to his Store, and had deſerted it 
in order to apply to him. That your Petitioner ſup- 
poſed, by an Application for a Licence to keep a Store, 
he ſhould obtain a Quantity of Land, in Proportion to 
the Perſons ſettled therein, agreeable to the Proclama- 
tion; and. that one of the Petitions before-mentioned 
had Reference to the Settlement of ſuch Store, on the 
oppoſite Side of the River. That the Perſon intended 
to be ſettled thereon would give a perſonal Attendance, 
when his Excellency was known to have appointed a 


Day for Examination. But that he then took the 


Liberty of mentioning, that the Report of two Perſons 


Juſt returned from Auguſtine, who had waited on his 


Excellency to petition for Land. Meſſrs. Davis, and 
e. that no Perſon reſiding with your Petitioner 

ould ever have any Grants of Lands in this Province, 
and that the Petitions ſent in under his Direction to the 
Secretary were thrown under the Table; that he re- 


luated this as a Report only without any real Foundation, 


or more than a Non-correſpondence with the Governor's 
Sentiments and Will to'eftabliſh a thorough Settlement 
of the Province in ſome Perſans whoſe Station of Life 
ſhould direct to a different Deportment, and which, 
however it would anſwer their Ends he knows not, but 
might render his Settlement more difficult ; ſingular, 
and trifling as it is; if continued to a ſecond or third 
Adventurer, might diſcourage a greater Number of 
more important Undertakings; after which followed a 
Recapitulation of the Seduction of his Surveyor Fairchild, 
recited more at large before, but more particularly 
mentioning Mr. Juſtice Greenan's Aſſertion at laſt, 
that Fairchild the Surveyor's ſerving of him was 
incompatible with the Office of Surveying for the 
Province, though his Excelleucy had ſaid otherwiſe. 
That he thought the Advice, Weight, and Authority, 
of ſome already eſtabliſhed in Office, might make Equity 
flow eaſily to private Individuals, and that Contracts 
would be preſerved in Fact, though wanting ſome ne- 
ceſſary Forms; reflecting on the Character of a Juſtice 
of Peace, as holding a Balance between Equity and the 
Rigour of the Law. That Colonies have been much 


diſturbed 
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diſturbed by the ſiniſter Arts of Neighbours, or private 
Connections within it's own, That your Peticioner ex- 
pected it; that he found it at Charls-Trwn, as to the 
Former ; as to the Latter in the Point of the Cattle. 
His Boat loſt perhaps through Diſappointment in Affi- 
davits feared to be made, and ſome others, already 
troubling his Excellency too much about, yet muſt ſerve 
for Reflexion and future Advice to himſelf. The above 
Omiſſion of the Name of the Perſon, through whom the 
Loſs of the Boat was occaſioned, afforded ample Rea- 
ſon to the Governor to take the Matter up. The moſt 
minute Affairs in Augu/tine, or the Province, were known 
to him, and this more worthy of his Regard, than the 
affair of the Soldiers of Picolata already mentioned. But 
it is not to be doubted he knew. that this Blank would 
be properly filled with the Name of Mr. Sweetenham, 
the young Man he wiſhed well well to, and knew not any 
one he ſhould be more ready to promote. The Go- 
vernor wrote him an Anſwer dated the 21ſt of March, 
in Anſwer to what he wrote about the [ndian Phrtoks, - 
and the Traders Mr. Wilſon and Mr. Spalding's Inter- 
preter, wherein he obſerved as to the Latter, that he 
had not followed his Inſtructions, which forbids Traders 
giving Credit to any Indian, and his following Pbhilołi 
to your Petitioner's Settlement was an Irregularity he 
ſhould inquire into. The Letter mentioned above from 
the Secretary to Mr. Spalding the Store-keeper Mr. Dun- 
net now ſeemed to be grounded on this Advice of your 
Petitioner as a Reaſon for withdrawing the Licence; but 
the Terms for keeping the Store il, by purchaſing his 
Goods at Mr. Wilſon's, of Auguſtine, had no Reference to 
your Petitioner's Settlement. he Governor mentions, 
in this Letter, a Will and Defire to grant a Licence for 
an Indian Store to your Petitioner ; but defires him 
not to talk to Indians about Trade, leſt he ſhould coun- 
teract what the Superintendant had agreed to, on which 
muſt beg Leave to obſerve, what your Petitioner had 
propoſed to the Indians would be, he believes in every 
Perſon's Opinion juſt, and could not counterat any 
Regulations productive of beneficial Trade, unleſs the 
Intereſt of the Rum Colonies ſhould be conſidered, in 
25 ä Preference 
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Preference to the Security of Ea/?-Florida, which the 
Sale of that Commodity to the Indians might effect, 
whatever Injuſtice there might be in the Introduction 
of it, to the Deſtruction of their Race. The Gover- 
nor mentions alſo, that a Licence to a Trader does 
not preclude him from being a Settler, but does not 
intitle him to a Tract of Land near the Store; the 
icence is annual ; permanent Property upon that Ac- 
count would he inconſiſtent. This refers to his aſking 
for Land, with the Store; but which he mentioned as 
the Proportion aſſigned in the Proclamation of fifty 
Acres per Head, to thoſe Perſons ſettled at the Store. 
This ſeemed to be only as 4 kind of Denial of the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life to ſuch Perſons as your Petitioner ſhould 
ſettle there, and which, as Corn and Rice, are Articles 
of Sale, or Gift to the Indians at all Stores it ſeems 
as if Land was a neceſſary Appendage. In Anſwer to 
the Report menticned, in his laſt Letter, of the Petiti- 
ons from Perſons at his Settlement having been thrown 
under the Table, and none would be regarded, the 
Governor anſwers, I do not conſult a Mr. Jahnſon, or 
a Mr. Davis, about the Plan of Settlement of this 
Province ; pray do not give Attention to ſuch idle Re- 
rts ; in which his Excellency does not deny the Fact. 
he People at Mount Pleaſant, he continues, as I have 
told you, I can only conſider as Settlers upon your 
Eſtate, when you fix upon it; otherwiſe you may believe 
I ſhould not permit them to ſettle upon Crown Lands, 
without making Application to me; for you know 
well, if that was not the Caſe; that I ſhould be obliged 
to direct the Attorney General to proſecute them for a 
Treſpaſs againſt the Crown, as they have taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Crown Lands, wi:hout aſking my Conſent ; 
that, in Reſpect of your Petitioner's Surveyor Fairchild, 
he wiſhed him to ſettle with me; it was not decent 
for him to go greater Lengths. If your Petitioner had 
been ill uſed in any Bargain, the Law of England was 
open. That he muſt leave it to the Juſtices of Peace 
to uſe their Power to aſſiſt young Coloniſts; for pe- 
culiar Circumſtances, where Points of Law are con- 


ecrned, it was not in his Power to ſubſtitute, to excuſe 
| Wh 5 him 
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him from entering further into thoſe Particulars, unleſ 
your Petitioner entered a regular Complaint againſt 
any particular Perſon, for not executing his Office, 
then the Affair would come properly before him.“ Here- 


on your Petitioner muſt beg leave to remark, that his 


e the Report of his Petitions being thrown 
under the Table came from the two Perſons named, 
who were returned at that Inſtant, from the Secre- 
tary's Office, if not the Council-Board ; but your Pe- 
titioner mentioned it as a Report that could come from 
Underlings in Office only, who wiſhed ill to his Co- 
lony ; but ſuch Givings-out might be prejudicial. If 
there were People came to his Settlement for Security, 
and, in Hopes of Conveniencies for Education of their 
Children, and other Benefits, might be induced to 
reſide at his Town, Village, or whatever Name it 
may be called by ; yet, as for Land for Cultivation, 
ſuch as he might be inclined to grant, they might not 
chuſe, or could meet with ſome as convenient and 
nearer on the other Side of the River, and without 
the Limits of his Grant. Your Petitioner could not 
think that their Poſſeſſion of a Plot of Land, three Perch 
in Breadth, and twelve in Depth, the Size of the Town 
Lots, as at preſent taken up, or if they ſhould alſo 
cultivate the five Acres Lots laid out without the 
Town, with any Manner of Reaſon, could preclude 
them from his Majeſty's Offer of one hundred Acres 
for themſelves, and fifty for each of their Family. 
If they had accepted of the King's Grant of the ſame, 
firſt of all, your Petitioner is pretty well perſuaded 
there could be nothing contained in his Majeſty's In- 
ſtructions to prevent their poſſeſſing other Lands of 
private Perſons, either by Purchaſe or otherwiſe; he is 
certain that ſuch Conſtruction muſt militate with the 
Plan of ſettling the Colony with Whites, the expreſs 
Condition of the Royal Orders for Grants ; for, as the 
Governor ſaid, no Perſon would ſtay at your Petition- 
er's Town, any longer than he fed him; and the 


Offers to Settlers, in his Proclamation, muſt contend: 


with 
* 'The Peritioner's reaſon for not making ſuch Complaint, 
See above. | | 
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with his ſettling in that Part of the Province. His 
forming a Town without any Inhabitants was uſeleſs, 
for he could not grant Land with greater Conveniencies 
and Privileges than his Proclamation offered. Thus far, 
or in ſuch Lights, it is true ; for twenty thouſand 
Acres are granted to a Perſon bringing four hundred 
Negroes, and, perhaps at ſeveral different Times, he 
poffeſſes him ſelf of as many ſeveral Tracts of Land; 
by their being run out in ſmaller Portions, contain, 
altogether good Land, with little or no Addition of 
bad Land, and, in three Year's Time, may ſell the 
Stock of Negroes, poſlefſed irrevocably of the Land, 
and may, or may not, cultivate the leaſt Part of it, 
and leave what he did clear worſe than he found it, 
as the Weeds and Quick-wood immediately ſucceeding 
would ſoon render it more difficult to clear, than 
old freſh Land ; the other receiving a Grant in one 
contiguous Plot of twenty thouſand Acres, perhaps, a 
twelfth, or a tenth Part good, the Reſidue, what is 
called Pine-Barren, or the moſt indifferent Land, he 
muſt equally, with the Negro Settler, pay forty-one 
Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence, a Year, Quit 
Rent, or one Half-penny an Acre; he muſt convey his 
two-hundred white Settlers, and ſet them down to 
Cultivation, at a far greater Expence than the other ; 
and muſt loſe his intire Property in theſe Settlers at 
the End of the Term agreed for, which is uſually 
four Years. If they ſtay, he lets them his Land, at 
what Quit Rent the Governor tells him, not at ſo low 
a Rent.as he will, agreeable to his Proclamation, an 
Half-penny an Acre; therefore, no Perſons will ſettle 
with him. This appears to be almoſt unanſwerable ; 
but the Contrary did appear, in a ſmall Degree, at your 
Petitioner's Settlement, maugre all Oppoſition and 
Obftructions ; in a greater it would have appeared, had 
not peculiar Contrivances, which his Excellency ſeems to 
think him too preſuming to expect, might be formed for 
the Protection and Encouragement of the Settler, ſeem 
to be ſet in Battle Array againſt your Petitioner. 
That his Excellency, not contradicting the Report 


mentioned, but deſiring him not to mind ſuch idle Re- 
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ports, your Petitioner was extremely obliged to him for 
the Intimation. He did obſerve this Reſolution, he ſet 
out with it from England, not to Jet the Spirit fink, 
by permitting the Contradiction of others to grate on the 
Mind ; it will, if given Way to, in a hot Climate, your 
Petitioner knows, enervate the Man in a ſhort ſpace 
of Time, and ſhake the Frame to Pieces; Labour of 
the Pody will prevent this Labour of the Mind, and 
preſcrve both for the Uſe of the State. Your Petiti- 
oner can plead Excuſe for this ſeeming Digreſſion, only 
by alledging it, as an Offer for Information to thoſe 
who may undertake Expeditions of this Kind in warm 
Climates, how much depends on the preſerving in all, 
under their Care, the Chearfulneſs of Temper, and 
Equality of Mind. He does not doubt, if he the Adven- 
turer, on his Majeſty's Permiſſion to ſettle, had choſe to 
have diſputed the ſeveral Points of Obſtructions to his 
Settlement, he might eafily have embroiled himſelf with 
half the People eſtabliſned by his Majeſty, for the Pro- 
tection and Defence of the Colony ; but, as the Gen- 
tlemen of ſome Part of Yorkſhire, who were greatly 
diſturbed in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of their Lands and 
Game by a certain Major, who provided Dainties at 
his Table for two Ladies of Luxury in different Parts 
of England, wherein he pleaſed to place them, were 
inſtigated by one another to challenge this Gentleman 
of the Sword, at whoſe Point they were to be kept 
from even viewing their Demeſnes, like Priſoners in 
their own Houſes, when one Gentleman, more pru- 
dent and of juft Reaſoning, at ſome General Public 
Meeting ſaid, that, as that Gentleman was intended 
by his Majeſty to defend and fight, not with his 


Subjects, but for them, it was no Diſhonour in any 


Perſon to omit the Challenge, and to join in the Pro- 


poſal he then made of an humble Repreſentation to 


the Secretary of State, to intereſt himſelf in obtaining 
an Order of Removal for that Gentleman from thoſe 
Quarters, as a Public Nuſance ; which they all rea- 
dily joined in, and he was ordered, he believes, to * 
his Regiment in Ireland. Your Petitioner has the ſame 


kind of Reaſoning with himſelf, as to the Point of 
Honour ; 
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Honour; and doubts not of his Majeſty's Protection of 
thoſe he pleaſes to grant Lands to, and who ſupport 
a Settlement at a great Expence, on the Plan he di- 
refs in his Order of Grants to be followed. As to 
what the Governor refers him to, the Law and the 
Juſtices, and a regular Complaint againſt the Execu- 
tors of it ; he ſaw ſo little good Effect from the humble 
Remonſtrances, ſo little Obedience to his Excellency's 
Opinion, as communicated to him, and having the 
ſame Complaints from other Parts, and for the Reaſons 
before mentioned, he thought it more prudent to make 


all poſſible Proviſion againſt theſe Misfortunes within his 


own Settlement, as far as the Nature of his own Pow- 
er permitted ; and to defer his Repreſentations of thoſe 
Matters till his Return to England, which he medita- 
ted on daily; but was {till deſirous of ſtaying to locate 
the Grant of Land. The Governor on one Side preſ- 
ſing him to a haſty Determination, though he did not to 
others already ſet down on Lands, equally with your 
Petitioner, on Sufferance only ; and as yet no Agree- 
ment had been made with the Indiant, or likely to be 
ſoon for the Permiſſion of ſettling any Land ; he imagi- 
ned, if he could have any Aſſurance, not extraordina- 
ry * Indulgence of the Time, to procure Opinion 
of Government at Home on his Repreſentations, he 
might ſet out and return again, before the Treaty with 
the Indians. But he could neither venture to go, and 
his Stay proved not long enough at laſt to locate the 
Land with Propriety, being continually obſtructed on 

every Propoſal. | 
That, on April the 20th, he ſent a Letter to the 
Governor, which he mentions in his Anſwer of the 
23d, wherein he incloſed a Lift of the Grants of Land, 
made by Mr. Boone, Governor of South-Carolina, of 
eighty- three thouſand one hundred and fifty Acres, Part 
of which was on the Alatamaha, the former South 
Boundary of Georgia ; Part on St. Mary's River ; the 
preſent Boundary of Georgia; Part on what was 
agreed between General Oglethorpe and the Governor of 
2 "0 


See the Indulgence to Col. Midaleton, ) of three 
Months Conſideration. 
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St. Auguſtine to be eſteemed Neutral — on the Iſlands 
of Amelia and Talbot. But alſo three thouſand Acres, one 
hundred Miles up from the Mouth of St. John's River. 
Suppoſe twenty Miles more South than St. Auguſtine, in 
the very Heart of the Province of Eaft-Florida, ceded 
by the Spaniards, on a Preſumption that King Charles 
the IId's Charter of South Carolina could extend to the 
Deprivation of all Inhabitants, as far as the Latitude of 
29 Degrees, which included St. Auguſtine, Penſacola, 
Mobile, New Orleans, &c. - | 

T hat your Petitioner had this Plot ſurveyed by his Sur- 
veyor, and which Draughthe had ſhewed tothe Governor, 
and related that as an eligible Spot for him, if the Indians 
would permit a Settlement on that Side of the River; 
that, if not, he muſt chuſe another Spot, as mentioned 
before. In the Governor's Anſwer concerning this Grant 
to Colonel Middleton, he ſaid he had not underſtood that 
any of the Grants in E- Florida Province had been com- 
pleted, in Conſequence of Governor Boone's Grants, till 
lately Mr. Middleton's, to whom thoſe three thouſand 
Acres oppoſite, to your Petitioner's Settlement had 
been granted by Governor Boone, ſent to their Corre- 
ſpondents, to requeſt the Governor to have the Grants 
recorded in the Re iſter-Office, in E- Florida ; they 
are very reſponſible 8 and would make good Sett- 
lers; his Anſwer to this Requeſt was pretty nearly as 
follows, that this Province had been formed out of a 
Part of the Country ceded to his Majeſty by the late 
Definitive Treaty; that he was the firſt Governor his 
Majeſty had appointed, and that he could admit of no 
Graats, but ſuch as had paſſed under the General Seal 
of this Province ; that the Validity of a Deed under 
the General Seal of Seuth-Carolina muſt be conſidered 
before it could be recorded in the Offices here ; but 
that, upon perſonal Application to him in Council, if 
thoſe „ ol mu: complied with the 'Terms of his Pro- 


clamation, as the Lands had not already been granted 
by him, all Difficulties might be removed, as they ſhould 
get a Grant of the Land they claimed; and, that they 
might have Time to conſider of it, he would not 

give 


| 
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ive away thoſe Lands to any body for“ three Months. 
f Mr. Elliot applied to him before the Lands of Amelia 
Iſland are granted away, he ſhall give him the ſame 
Anſwer ; but it is the Buſineſs of Gentlemen who have 
obtained ſuch Grants to inform him of it, for he is 
ſuppoſed to know nothing of them till Application is 
made to him; he then mentioned an Inſtruction of 
a Survey of St. John's River ſoon, but has not hap- 
pened unleſs very lately; preſſes your Petitioner again 
to locate his Land, for fear he ſhould grant away 
Land he might like. Your Petitioner's Letter of the 
25th of April, takes Notice that this Letter of the Go- 
vernor's, as well as the former Reaſonings on the Lo- 
cating of his Grant all together in a conneCted View, 
rendered a greater Difficulty in his declaring his Sen- 
timents, alledging there ſeemed to be full Time, before 
there was a Likelihood of an Indian Congreſs, for him 
to have the Opinion of Government at Home. The 
Land on the oppoſite Side of the Kiver had not now 
at this Time the ObjeCtion of the Indians; indeed your 
Petitioner believed he could have had it of-them, if 
no Land had been granted by any Congreſs; his Friend- 
ſhip with them made him quite eaſy, though the two 
Indians Traders were at that very Time drove from 
their Stores, the fatal Effects of ſelling Rum! and which 
obliges his Neighbour Mr. Spalding, to lie aboard his 
Boat in the River every Night, while the Rum laſts, 
for fear of being murdered ; and alſo now the Indian, 
whoſe Name was Chuckle, mentioned before, was ſup- 
poſed to be murdered at Auguſtine, which made the 
Governor fear Miſchief would enſue, who ſent to the 
Indians at Latchaway, to expreſs his Inclination to uſe 
his beſt Endeavours to find out the Murderer, though 
the [ndian appeared again afterwards ; it being a Con- 
trivance he had to occaſion a Suſpicion of a Quarrel 
and Murder it was ſuppoſed. But your Petitioner 
thought himſelf nevertheleſs quite ſecure in their Good- 
will, and Promiſe of Information on any the leaſt 
Danger or Intention of Harm. He herein expreſſed his 
utmoſt Deſire to make a Settlement, agreeable to the 
C4 Intereſts 
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Intereſts. ofthe Mother Kingdom; recapitulated, in a 
ſhort Manner, the different Sentiments expreſſed there- 
on, and the Oppoſition he received from unexpected 
Hands, though Difficulties and Oppoſitions in Intereſts 
he in ſome Meaſure had expected. | 

That on the Eaſt Side of the River he reſided on, 
would be eligible only on Account of Health, the other 
Side for better Land; and the Indian Friendſhip would 
now permit it, requeſted the Governor's explicit Opini- 
on as to Right of Pre- election, in himſelf, of ſuch Spot 
on the Weſt Side, ſhould the Grant of Governor Boone 
be invalid; or, if valid, of Admiſſion to the ſole Pro- 
perty of a Ferriage, the Indians paſting free with Con- 
venience and a Store for the Indians on that Side, eſ- 
teemed before by the Governor improper on this 
inhabited Side; and whether two other eligible Spots 
he had in View might remain ungranted, till he might, 
by Repreſentation at Home to the Lords of Trade, 
obtain a different Arrangement the Governor had 
intimated it not to be within the Limits of the Com- 
miſſion, may be yet thought proper by their Lordſhips 
to recommend to his Majeſty, to facilitate the ex- 
penſive Attempts though he hoped not illaudable, of 
your Petitioner. | | 

That the two eligible Spots, two Iſlands, and ſome 
main Land, are not eſteemed by the Governor a conti- 
guous Plot. That, on April 26th, the Governor's Let- 


ter expreſſes a Difbelief of any Perſon's wiſhing your 


Petitioner ill, and ſhould have a bad Opinion of ſuch, 
if any. It was his Duty to facilitate his Settlement, 
but he ſaid your Petitioner had given him no Reaſon, 
why he did not go and ſettle at St. Aar#s, according 
to his firſt Intention, hinting rather a Diſſatisfaction at 
his not running out his Land, as he had a Surveyor ſent 
over in February, and was in no Apprehenſion of giving 
Offence to the Indians in running out his Land, though 
above the Fort Picolata, as he was already ſettled there. 
If he had propoſed fixing on that Spot of Land which 
had been granted by Governor Boone to Mr. Midaleton, 
your Petitioner, ſhould have told him fo, he ſaid it 
was mentioned as an extra Settlement, which he could 

| not 
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not grant. If he had propoſed a Survey of that Land, 
before the Carolina Grant had been laid before him, his 
Anſwer to Mr. Middleton's Agent would have been 
different, but that he could not recall what he had 
ſud As to the Grant of tne Governor of South- 
Carolina, diſpoſing of the Tracts of Land mentioned 
above, it was upon a ftrange Suppoſition, that the 
Right of the Governor ſeems. to be founded. That 
King Charles the {1d's Charter of Carolina extended to the 
Latitude of 29 Degrees, by which St. Augu/tine, St. Mar#'s 
Penſacola, and New Orleans were included: Any grant o 
Land, at this Place, muſt be of Land ceded by the Spa- 
niards, if any Thing was in their Poſſeſſion, whatever 
might be ſaid of the Lands, eighty-three thouſand one 
hundred and fifty Acres, the Governor of Carolina, had 
granted on or near St. Mary's River, and the River 
Alatamaha, which your Petitioner thinks were agreed .o 
be neutral, between General Oglethorpe, and the Gover- 
nor of St. Augu/iine, at that Time. The Governor con- 
tinues to ſay, that a Place would be reſerved for a Fort, at 
the Narrows, that is, at his Settlement; a Leaſe of the 
Ferry he might have the Refuſal of; a Licence for an 
Indian Store he might have at any Time, but, the Mo- 
ment Inhabitants were fixed upon it, the Store would 
of Courſe be removed to another Place, none being 
ermitted in an inhabited Country As to the two 
lots of Land deſired to be reſerved, he knew the Terms 
in the King's Order for a Grant, before he left London ; 
then was to Time to object, he had had a long Time 
to ſearch for Land, and no ſuch Spots could be reſerved 
on a Suppoſition of an Alteration ; he added, no Perſon 
could come with a greater Advantage of locating his 
Grant, than your Petitioner did; as to Obftruftions to 
his Settlement a Perſon of his Excellency's good Intelli - 
N could not want Information from your Petitioner. 
very minute trifling Circumſtance he found on ſeveral 
Occaſions the Governor knew. When he had a Surveyor 
he had a Plan, and ſhewed it to the Governor in De- 
ember, of that Plot of Land oppoſite to the Place of his 
Reſidence, and mentioned the Carolina Grant, which 
be had heard of, and ſhewed an Inclination to that Plot 


. of Land all along; but the Misfortune was, that every 


Propoſal 
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Propoſal for any Plot, no Matter what or where, was 
certain to receive ſome Objection. This certainly dal- 
lied Time away, not through his Fault, till others might 
come to take any good Laws away from him, as it 
happened afterward. At this Time a different Anſwer 
would have been given to Colonel Middleton, had it 
been known before-hand *. Surely, the little Knowledge 
of the Country near St. Mar#'s, the Conference not 
yet held with the Indians, through which Country, for 
two hundred and forty Miles, he was to paſs, and no 
Perſon had paſſed it as yet, were ſufficient Motives to 
a humane Governor to have prevented his attempting 
to go, with ten People, to be ſcalped, had it not en- 
tered into your Petitioner's unexperienced Head. The 
Fort is held out as a Bugbear, to prevent his Continu- 
ance even at the Narrows, where little good Land ad- 
joins. As to the two Plots, it had been plainer propo- 
ſed by him as an Iſland, and a Part of the Main; which 
was anſwered could not be a Contiguous Plot, accord- 
ing to the King's Inſtructions; and your Petitioner has 
lately been told by a Lawyer, this is one of the more 
nice Species of Refinement, He could not conceive 
of Weight, but, with a previouſly ſtiff determined Mind. 
Your Petitioner did not preſume to make Comments on 
his Majeſty's Order, he accepted it without Inter- 
pretation, and would try the Experiment in Perſon 
If Conſtructions are foreign to the Meaning of his 
Majeſty's Order, or any Thing, by Experiment, is found 
injurious to the more beneficial Settler with Whites, 
he doubted not of Relief, could he have had Time to 
repreſent it, and no Injury done to his Settlement in 
the mean Time. The Leafe of the Ferry he deſired, 
to oblige the Indians, which he feared others might 
not, was the fole Motive of his Requeſt; but for a 
valuable Conſideration he might purchaſe other Things 
more valuable in Income he ſuppoſed, The Store was 
to be granted and ſoon revoked. He ſees no Objection, 
if proper Directions are given, and obſerved, the more 
intimate the Indians and Whites are, the better. 


| That 
This was known before, as appears, juſt above, by 
the Petitioner's ſhewing to the Governor a Survey of this 
Land made by his own Surveyor. 


( 43 ) 

That your Petitioner ' wrote a Letter to the Go- 
vernor previouſly to his going to England, as intended 
in the firſt Week in May; wherein he recites again 
the prior Petition of Colonel Middleton, by an Agent or 
Proxy, not permitted to your Petitioner, or any Perſon in 
any wiſe belonging to him; but, his Application had 
been perſonal, he had ſhewn a Map run out by his 
own Surveyor, before he was deprived of him, by being 
ſeduced away, of this ſame Tract of Land. That his 
Excellency had declared his Intention of not receiving 
of Petitions, for any Land above Picolata, till after the 
Indian Treaty; therefore, his Delay fruſtrated no At- 
tempts of others to ſettle: The Petition for Part of 
that Land, by a Perſon he had intended Settling at an 
Indian Store, was prior alſo to Colonel Mrddleton ; and, 
if it wanted the Form of a perſonal Attendance, it was 
owing to the wrong Information at the Secretary's 
Office, where his Surveyor inquired for the Form and 
Method, and was intended only to ſave Expence in 
Attendance; for he could not think, that his Excel- 
lency created an Obligation on the Settlers, by enhance- 
ing their Expence of Attendance, to ſupport the Taverns 
at Auguſline. He, on this Account, intended going im- 
mediately for England, but, leſt that ſome Land ſhould 
be granted to Colonel Middleton, in Preference to him- 
ſelf, or any other Perſon, hearing your Petitioner had 
viewed ſuch or ſuch a Spot of Land, may make Ap- 
plication for a ſmall Slip of Land in the Middle, to the 
Depriving him of Land agreeable in Contiguity, as re- 
quired by his Majeſty's Permit. If he can have no other 
Election but a ſecond after Colonel Middleton, then that 
he muſt fix on a Piece of Land, diſpoſed in a Neck on 
this Side of the River, as Colonel Middletor's is ſo 
termed on the other, (which is altogether Swamp) by 
a prudent Line of Direction; though, if your Petitioner 
included it in his, he ſhould have mixed much Pine-Bar- 
ren, and, according to one Plan, ſhould have paid for 
near two thouſand Acres of Water in his Quit Rent; he 
thought it not quite a diſhonourable Propoſal to make 
to his Excellency, not an Injury to other Settlers, or the 
Intereſt of the — He objected to the ſending 
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the Perſon, who had been Surveyor in his own Service, 
as a Surveyor for the Province, for Reaſons too obvious 
to mention to a Perſon of Honour ; but, if another was 
ſent, Mr. Lhyd, his Agent, would ſhew him his rough 
Draughts, done by himſelf, through Neceſſity, ſince he 
was deprived of his own Surveyor, for eafier Compre- 
henſion how to run the Land. : 

That your Petitioner was ſorry, that he had related 
to the Cowkeeper, one of the Indian Chiefs, as he men- 
tioned before, that he believed no Caſtles would be 
built on the River, as he found now it was different 
from the Intention of his Excellency's Meaning, the 
Reſervation of a Spot to build a Caſtle on his Settle- 
ment; which, whenever executed, he ſhould certainly 
ſow no Corn, &c. within the baleful Influence of ſuch 
a Fort, leſt he might hide the Enemy from the Sight 
of the Garriſon; but, as for Colonel Midaleton's Rice 
Plantation, on the other Side, though within Gun-Shot, 
it would not be of ſuch Prejudice, as Rice would ſcarce 
hide an Enemy. As for the Place where his Village 
was, being the narroweſt and beſt adapted Place for the 
Fort, it was equally as well a Mile below, where it 
was one Chain narrower ; -and, above nine Miles above, 
there is a Place, that ſeemed - to him not above a Stone's 
Throw over. 

That, on May the gth, two Gentlemen of Carolina, 
Mr. Kinlaugh and Mr. Moultrie, both conſiderable Plan- 
ters, in that Province, arrived at his Settlement, and 


brought him a Letter from the Governor, dated May 


the 7th, to inform him, that theſe Gentlemen came to 
petition for Land, and fix upon the Locality of the 
ſame; that he could not grant them any, till after the 
Limits might be ſettled by an Indian Treaty; but that 
ſuch Land as they ſhould chuſe ſhould not be granted 
away to any other Perſon, till they, or their — 
came into the Province to eſtabliſh their Settlement in 
the Autumn after the Congreſs is over *; preſſes him to 
fix on his Lot, as their Choice would become prior to 
his otherwiſe, and irreverſibly ſo, and that theſe Gen- 
tlemen would fix on ſeveral Spots before they returned; 

| which 


It appears che Governor gives Indulgence to all others. 


— 
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which they accordingly did, on two Spots only, very 
near your Petitioner's Houſe and Village, one of which 
was within the Survey ſhewed to the Governor. He 
always, he ſays, expreſſed a Deſire to accommodate your 
Petitioner to his Satisfaction, as far as lay in his Power; 
and thought it expedient to put him on his Guard, 
The Poſtſcript informs him, that he had received an 
Expreſs from St. Mark's, and ſent him an Extract of a 
Letter from the Commander there; Mr. Pompillione, 
wherein was an Account of a Veſſel, a Brigantine, with 
Settlers for his Plantation, which had attempted to come 
into St. Mark's, but had failed, and had put into Penſa- 
cola, from whence an. Expreſs had been ſent to Mr. Pom- 
pillione, at St. Mar#'s, with the Letter from the Captain 
to him. 

That your Petitioner was now to be hurried into the 
Fixing of his Plot of Land ; he entertained theſe Gen- 
tlemen with all Reſpect, as well as his Situation per- 
mitted ; and acquainted them, that he had not really 
determined about the Running out of his Land, as he 
had had many Propoſals rejected by the Governor, and 
Difficulties ſtill occured; but ſhewing them the Plans, 
as drawn by that indifferent Surveyor, himſelf, be- 
ing obliged to do ſo as he was deprived of him he had 
hired into his Service, by the Seduction of others; and 
intimated he ſhould ſtill ſtick to the Spot they ſaw him 
on; which he ſuppoſed would not interfere with their 
Choice, as they were going far up the River; and men- 
tioned, that the Proportion of his Lot, would be nearly 
three Miles and a Quarter in Breadth, and nine' Miles 
and three Quarters in Length, which he would get run. 
as ſoon as he could procure a Surveyor to come to him. 
This he then thought ſatisfactory to them, and, for him- 
ſelf, conſulted with his Agent, and made out Directions 
to him, for Information to the Surveyor in his Abſence, 
as he now was obliged to put off his going to England, 
and determine to haſten to the Aſſiſtance of his Settlers 
from England at Penſacola, leſt his Letters of Advice 
where he, was had not reached them. This was a 
Journey of Neceflity, though dangerous, being the firſt 
undertaken by the preſent White Inhabitants of Faſt- 

| | Florida, 
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Hurida, not of late Years ventured on by the late Poſ- 
ſeſſors of St. Auguſtine, the Spaniards. It was not a Caſe 
of Neceſſity, when the Governor would have had him 
undertaken it on his firſt Arrival, and before he became 
acquainted with the Indians or the Governor himſelf 
had had a Congrefs with them, but which latter Security 
he ſtill had not. | 

That he prepared however immediately to go to St. 
Mark's acroſs Land ; one of hisServants would go with 


him, though your Petitioner had determined to run 


the Riſk alone, withont engaging any other of his 
People. He ſet out juſt as it was dark in the Evening 
of May, the toth, and went up in his Canoe to the 
Indian Trading-Houſe about eight Mites up the River, 
where he repoſed himſelf on the Bank of the River 
till the Morning, when he found the two Carolina Gen- 
tlemen juſt ſetting out for a further Search higher up the 
River, and propoſed to go over the Great Lake which 
is about thirty Miles further up from your Petitioner's 
Settlement, and is twenty Miles in Length, and ten in 
Breadth ; nothing tranſpired from them of any Choice 
near him at that Time, neither did they mention it to 
his Agent, on their Return to his Settlement,. when they 
were entertained by him in his Abſence, but on his 
proceeding as herein aftermentioned down the River 
for Georgia and England, he met one Mr. Grey, who was 
a Perſon in Company with thoſe two Gentlemen when 
they went up the River; and he acquainted him that 
they proceeded no further than the Great Lake, did 
not go over it, but returned back, and had made Choice 
(Mr. Moultrie) of three thouſand Acres on the South- 
Weſt fide of Dunn's Creek, the Mouth of which diſ- 
charges a Lake, formed about fix Miles above, to the 
South-Eaſt into St. John's River, nearly about four 
Miles higher up the ſame from your Petitioner's Town 
or Village; and that Mr. K:nlaugh had choſe the ſame 
Quantity of Land on the North-Eaſt Side of the ſame 
Creek, and that the Governor had promiſed them 

Grants of the ſame. As a Plot of three thouſand Acres 
muſt be, according to the Rules of running out Land, 


three Miles and three Quarters in Length, and one, 
Fu: Miles 


( 47 ) 

Mile and a Quarter in Breadth, the Breadth muſt- reach 
within three Miles of the Middle of your Petitioner's 
Town, which, as the Breadth of his Land was known 
to be three Miles and a Quarter in Breadth, and nine 
Miles and three Quarters in Length, might, in either 
Method of running the ſame, interfere. It ſeemed to 
be a Breach of Hoſpitality he thought in thoſe Gen- 
tlemen in the Silence upon ſuch a Choice ſo near him, 
if it did not approach to what the Gentlemen Racers 
call Jocteyſbip. It was then too late to make a perſonal 
Appeal to the Governor; he could only fend a written 
Remonſtrance, which he did by the Return of his Boat 
from Georgia, and ordered his Agent to do Acts of 
Ownerſhip on that Land, to diſtinguiſh his Choice. He 
muſt in this Place remark, that both of the Gentlemens' 
Lots will have Side Lines run on a Creek as called fo, 
but is really a deep River navigable for large Schooners, 
as well as their End Lines on the River, and perhaps the 
other End on the Lake above; that the ſaid Plot of 
Mr. Kinlaugh's will contain about ſix hundred and fifty 
Acres of good ſwamp and marſh Land out of three 
thouſand, when even your Petitioner's twenty thouſand 
run in the moſt beneficial Manner, though not admitt- 
ed by the Governor, will contain but one thouſand eight 
hundred and thirty Acres of good Land, of which the 
ſix hundred and fifty Acres in Mr. Xinlaugb's Lot is a 
Part and the Reſidue eighteen thouſand one hundred and 
ſeventy is Pine-Barren, or indifferent Land. Mr. Grey 
alſo informed him that his Family had pitched on a Piece 
of Land below him, on the other Side of the River. 
This was a Place he once had Hopes that he might 
have had Liberty of placing a Mill at, there being a 
Stream of Water with ſome Fall, to grind the Corn for 
his Villagers, and it appeared ſince not an inadmiſſible 
Petition, as to one Mr. Davis, who had ſettled on a 
Spot of good Land about ſeventy Miles below him, 
whereon much fine Bay-wood, &c. grew, which he 
had preſented the Governor with a conſiderable Spe- 
cimen of, where the Governor had permitted him to 
run both his Side-line and the Front-line cn the great 
River, and he thinks about one thouſand Acres as for 

himſelf, 
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( 48 ) 
himſelf, and perhaps eighteen Negroes ; and about eight 
Miles diſtant as he thinks, he told him, promiſed him a 
Lot for perhaps the Reſidue of his Family and Negroes, 
whereon he intended a Mill. This Lot alſo, made 
Choice of by the Grey Family, has the chief Part of it's 
Side-line on the River, as well as the End-line. 

That your Petitioner now took the Interpreter at the 
Store of Mr. Spalding, to proceed to the firſt Town of 
the Indians, about fifty Miles Diſtance, which lay in his 
Way thither ; and by the Afiſtance of two Horſes, 
walking the chief Part of the Way himſelf, they arrived 
there, the ſecond Day at Noon, at a Store-Houſe kept 

a Dutchman one Mr. Barnet. Your Petitioner, being 
well known himſelf to many of the Indians here, and 
the Chiefs being out on the Hunt, had no Obſtruction 
to his Paſſage ; he here engaged the Dutchman, Barnet, 
to conduct him to St. Mark's, and the other Interpre- 
ter returned to his Store; he here ſaw, at this Town, 
the unhappy Effects of the Rum Trade, which he fore- 


| boded, and uſed all Precautions againſt; one of the 


Indians, called Neatohawki, who alſo kept a Shop here, 
had procured from Mr. Spalding's Store ſeveral Caſks, 
which had intoxicated the [ndians; and this Man who 
is a Nephew of the Indian Chief of the Village, the 
Cow-keeper had, on an Apprehenſion of being bewitch- 
ed, in the Heat of Liquor deviſed the Death of an old 
Woman and two Men, one of whom being preſent he 
knocked out his Brains with a Glaſs Bottle, and after- 
wards dragged him by the Tail of a Horſe, a Stone's 
Throw off from the Huts, into the Woods, where your 
Petitioner ſaw him in his Walks out, and would have 
buried him, could he have procured a proper Tool; 
which he might have effected with Safety, as the Indi- 
ans avoid the Sight of ſuch Spectacles, and are much 
afraid of the Spirits of theſe Victims ſacrificed to 
their Paſſions; and had immediately removed their 
Huts a Quarter of a Mile off, and lighted ſeveral Fires 
every Night for ſome Time, This is the unhappy 
Effect of our Trade with them. Though, in their 
Licences, Traders are reſtrained from ſelling Rum, 
agreeable to the Treaty General Oglethorpe he _ 

made 


(0.49 ) | 
made with them, when the old Men of the Creet 
Nation requeſting the Prohibition of this Commodity, 
aſſigned a very ſubſtantial Reaſon, left their young 
Men intoxicate themſelves and breed Quarrels with 
the Great King's People, and occaſion War and Blood- 
ſhed. There was another Article in that Treaty, That 
of their having ſealed. Weights and Meaſures ſent up 


to each of their Towns ; which, he believes, are not 
made Uſe of in any Store ; and almoſt all the Condi- 


tions the Traders are bound to in their Licences which 


he has ſeen, are not obſerved by them. By this Commo- 
modity of Rum alone, we may be ſaid to conquer large 
Provinces, but, as Lord Bacon ſays, not ſettle them; 
we diſpeople them at the ſame Time we are, in Ap» 
pearance, ſtocking the Land with Inhabitants. 

That the Natives, by their Methods of Life, have, 
eſpecially in Flarida, kept the wild Beaſts from encreaſ- 
ing ; and, by burning the Woods every Year, have 
occaſioned even a Scarcity of venomous Creatures, This 
is a Reaſon delivered of old by the Jewifh Lawgiver 


for the Non-deftruction of the Canaanites ; and your 


Petitioner withes it may be urged for the Preſervation 
of the Creeks, and other Indian Nations bordering on 
our own Settlements ; and, as he has alſo had full Proof 
of the beneficial Trade now carried on, and which may 
be increaſed hy the civiliſing of them it is to be 
hoped: that Self-Intereſt may conduce to the fame End. 
*Fheir Senſe of the Utility of the Propoſals ariſing 
from fuch Sentiments appeared in this ſame Murderer 
Niatahowki, who was with him juſt after the Commit- 
ment of the Murder, and fat very friendly with him at 
this Iudian Town, and came twice to his Settlement 
with his Skins for Trade ; and, at the latter Time, 
preſſed him much to take them, and keep them till he 
had Goods agreeable to his Wants. 

Phat having engaged Andrew Barnet, who keeps a 
Store at this Pl 

Adari's, who alfo took an Þdian, as an Aſſiſtant, to 
trill forme Game, and as a Mark of being friendly with 
| the Creeks, ſhould he meet with any on the Road be 
proceeded on his Joumey, being five in Company, his 
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himſelf, and perhaps eighteen Negroes ; and about eight 
Miles diſtant as he thinks, he told him, promiſed him a 


whereon he intended a Mill. This Lot alſo, made 
Choice of by the Grey Family, has the chief Part of it's 
Side-line on the River, as well as the End-line. 

That your Petitioner now took the Interpreter at the 
Store of Mr. Spalding, to proceed to the firſt Town of 


Way thither ; and by the Afiſtance of two Horſes, 
walking the chief Part of the Way himſelf, they arrived 
there, the ſecond Day at Noon, at a Store-Houſe kept 
by a Dutchman one Mr. Barnet. Your Petitioner, being 
well known himſelf to many of the Indians here, and 
the Chiefs being out on the Hunt, had no Obſtruction 
to his Paſſage ; he here engaged the Dutchman, Barnet, 
to conduct him to St. Maris, and the other Interpre- 
ter returned to his Store ; he here ſaw, at this Town, 
the unhappy Effects of the Rum Trade, which he fore- 
| boded, and uſed all Precautions againſt; one of the 
Indians, called Neatoh-wki, who alſo kept a Shop here, 
had procured from Mr. Spalding's Store ſeveral Caſks, 

. which had intoxicated the Indians; and this Man who 
is a Nephew of the Indian Chief of the Village, the 
Cow-keeper had, on an Apprehenſion of being bewitch- 
ed, in the Heat of Liquor deviſed the Death of an old 
Woman and two Men, one of whom being preſent he 
knocked out his Brains with a Glaſs Bottle, and after- 
wards dragged him by the Tail of a Horſe, a Stone's 
Throw off from the Huts, into the Woods, where your 
Petitioner ſaw him in his Walks out, and would. have 
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which he might have effected with Safety, as the Indi- 
ans avoid the Sight of ſuch Spectacles, and are much 
afraid of the Spirits of theſe Victims ſacrificed to 
their Paſſions; and had immediately removed their 
Huts a Quarter of a Mile off, and lighted ſeveral Fires 
every Night for ſome Time. This is the unhappy 
Effect of our Trade with them. Though, in their 
Licences, Traders are reſtrained from ſelling Rum, 
agreeable to the Treaty General Oglethorpe he _— 
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the Indians, about fifty Miles Diſtance, which lay in his 


buried him, could he have procured a proper Tool; 
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made with them, when the old Men of the Creet 


Nation requeſting the Prohibition of this Commodity, 
aſſigned a very ſubſtantial Reaſon, left their young 


Men intoxicate themſelves and breed Quarrels with 
the Great King's People, and occaſion War and Blood- 
ſhed, There was another Article in that Treaty, That 
of their having ſealed Weights and Meaſures ſent up 
to each of their Towns ; which, he believes, are not 
made Uſe of in any Store ; and almoſt all the Condi- 


tions the Traders are bound to in their Licences which 


he has ſeen, are not obſerved by them. By this Commo- 
modity of Rum alone, we may be ſaid to conquer large 
Provinces, but, as Lord Bacon ſays, not ſettle them; 
we diſpeople them at the ſame Time we are, in Ap» 
pearance, ſtocking the Land with Inhabitants. 

That the Natives, by their Methods of Life, have, 
eſpecially in Florida, kept the wild Beaſts from encreaſ- 
ing ; and, by burning the Woods every Year, have 
occahoned even a Scarcity of venomous Creatures, This 
is a Reaſon delivered of old by the Jewih Lawgiver 


for the Non-deftruciion of the Canaantes ; and your 


Petitioner withes it may be urged for the Preſervation 
of the Creeks, and other Indian Nations bordering on 
our own Settlements ; and, as he has alſo had full Proof 
of the beneficial Trade now carried on, and which may 
be increaſed hy the civilifing of them it is to be 
hoped: that Self-Intereft may conduce to the ſame End. 
*Fheir Senſe of the Utility of the Propoſals ariſing 
from fuch Sentiments appeared in this ſame Murderer 
Niatahowki, who was with him juſt after the Commit- 
ment of the Murder, and ſat very friendly with him at 
this Iudian Town, and came twice to his Settlement 
with his Skins for Frade ; and, at the latter Time, 
preſſed him much to take them, and keep them till he 
had Goods agreeable to his Wants. 

That having engaged Andrew Barnet, who keeps a 


Store at this Place, to go with your Petitioner to St. 


Adari's, who alfo took an Hidian, as an Aſſiſtant, to 
till forme Game, and as a Mark of being friendly with 
the Creeks, ſhould he meet with any on the Road he 
proceeded on his 3 being five in Company, his 
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own Servant, and a Carpenter, bound to Penſacola, who 
defired Liberty to join him for ſafe Conduct, being the 
other two; the ſecond Day he arrived on the Banks of 
a River, which runs from the North Southward into 
the Bay of Mexico, called there Little Savannah, but, in 
ſome Maps, he believes, the Carolinian River. Your Pe- 
titioner paſled it in a Canoe kept by the Indians, whoſe 
Town he came to in a Quarter of a Mile off by Land on 
the Banks of the ſame River, but about a Mile further up 


by Water. He alighted at one of the firſt Huts; but was 


ſoon after ſent for by the head Man of that Tribe, who 
bears the Name of the White King: he went immediate- 
ly to his Hut, and found him, with fix or ſeven other 
ſtout Indians, ſitting on their Couches of Repoſe. The 
Chief enquired of the Reaſon of our Journey, and at 
firſt ſeemed to object to our proceeding farther ; but, 
after ſome Time, on alledging the Intention was only 
to go to St. Mart's.and Penſacola, to order a Ship, late- 
ly arrived there, to ſail round to Savannah, in Georgia, he 
ſcemed to ſay nothing further. Soon after there was ſerv- 
ed up ſome: Veniſon dreſſed with Bear's Oil, and a Bowl 
of China-Briar-Root Soop; with which your Petitioner 
and his Attendants having refreſhed themſelves, he re- 
tired, to find out a Place for encamping that Night ; 
which he did at a ſmall Space off from the Indians 
Hutts, when your Petitioner diſengaged his Horſes 
of the few Neceſſaries, and placed them on the Ground 
near the Fire. Barnet, the Indian Trader, who, be- 
ing jealous of your Petitioner's Intereſt with the Indian: 
in general, would not inform them, though requeſted 
by him, of his Name, and Place of Reſidence, and 
ſome other Repreſentation he thought neceſſary, retired 
from him, to drive ſome Bargains with the Indians for 
his own Benefit, having brought ſome little Trifles for 
that Purpoſe ; but that your Petitioner had propoſed 
paying for them, and to preſent them-as a Compliment, 
but was diſappointed therein by the Jealouſy of the In- 
dian Trader; who was his only Interpreter. In the mean 
Time, while the Trader was abſent, the young Indians 
of the Village came down to his Camp, where only 
himſelf and one Servant were, and they began to be rather 
rudely inclined, and wanted to open his little Parcels of 

| Cloaths, 


3 
Cloaths, and ſome few Neceſſaries that he had there 
lying on the Ground, on which your Petitioner was 
obliged to exert himſelf in the following Manner: — 
He deſired them, by ſignificant Motions, to fit down, 
and, with a Stick, deſcribed on the Sand the River 
St. Jobn's, pointed out the Road to St. Augu/tine, and 
the Spot of your Petitioner's Settlement, where the 
Creek Indians he hinted paſſed in their Way to that Place, 
and, were entertained, which he did by pointing to 
the Mouth, by the Squire — a Name affixed to General 
Oglethorpe formerly, and which was now given to your 
Petitioner — That ſome Way above your Petitioner's 
Settlement there lived one Seliti, an Indian. with two 
Squaws, who came to ſee him, and were his Friends; 
as alſo one Philoki, and his Squaw, and two Sons, the 
Long Warrior, the Cowkeeper, &c. all the Names of the 
Indians he knew, and had been entertained by him at 
his Settlement, were all in ftri&t Friendſhip with him, 
which he deſcribed by joining his two Hands together, 
pointing to his Lips, and then to his Heart; by. which 
your Petitioner ſoon found they underſtood him, for 
they afterwards ſat down very quietly, only expreſſing 
rather Pleaſure, and, on the Return of his Interpreter, 
found they invited him up to a Dance, which they uſe 
on the Arrival of Strangers, and the whole Village 
Joined in it till about Eleven o'Clock : the Chiefs came 
down likewiſe, and they ſeemed to be alſo in a very 
agreeable Humour, and ſet and diſcourſed with the In- 
terpreter, but who ſtil] perſiſted in not communicating. 
any Thing your Petitioner ſhould ſay to them; how- 
ever, he converſed by Signs, in the ſame Manner as 
abovementioned, with one of the old Indians, whom your 
Petitioner could find underſtood .him pretty well, and 
did not doubt informed the Chiefs thereof, — Your Pe-, 
titioner, the next Day, ſet out on his Journey to St. 
Mart's, where he arrived in four Days, and was received 
very politely by the Commandant, Mr. Lieutenant Pom- 
Pillione, who he found had been ſo obliging as to forward 
1 Letter to a Merchant at Penſacola, at his Requeſt, 
which your Petitioner had, ſome Time before, ſent to 
him; which was for the Care of the Settlers expected 


from England, ſhould = in there, and ordering them 
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to come round the Cape to the Settlement on St. John's 
River, by the Way of Savannah. — On almoſt a Cer- 
tainty of his Letters ſafe Arrival at Penſacola, alledged 
by Mr. Pompillione, it was not incumbent on your Fe- 
titioner to proceed thither, but to haſten his Return, 
to prepare Houſes for the new Inhabitants ; he there- 
fore, after reſting a few Days, and having been kindly 
entertained by the Commandant and Mr, Enſign Haw- 
kins, proceeded to a Return, He muſt here remark, 
that“ all what he had feared to riſk his Settlers in would 
have happened, — Indians to whom he, at that Time, 
would have been unknown, would certainly have ob- 
ſtructed his Paſſage — St. Mar#'s, the Place of Settle- 
ment — a ſmall three-cornered Spot of Ground, con- 
fined between two Rivers — a Fort unfiniſhed, of 
no Strength, though ſixty Men in Garriſon — one 
Baſtion only of, he ſuppoſes, three intended, being 
partly built — the Indians jealous of the leaſt Garden 
outſide this purpoſed triangular Fortreſs — and the Gar- 
riſon itſelf, at that Time, in Diſtreſs for Proviſion, 
having five. Days' Allowance for ſeven — the little 
Profpe& there was in this Situation, after ſeven Months' 
Refidence, will, is preſumed, alleviate the heavy Charge 
that was to have been tranſmitted againſt him to the 
honourable Board of Frade, for an Alteration of Mind 
on a preſumptive Prudence now evinced to have been 


really well founded. — On your Petitioner's Return to 


the ſecond Indian T own mentioned above, on the Banks 


of the Little Savannah, he found the Town nearly de- 


ſerted by the Men, only one or two old Men, with the 


Women, being left therein; they were gone to meet 


the Indians of the firſt Town, called Latchaway, to play 
at fome Diverſion of the Ball ; but learnt alſo on the 
Road another Reaſon had detained them longer abroad, 
which was the unfortunate Commerce of Rum. Dur- 
ing the twelve Days' Abſence from that Place, in- his 
Way forwards, the two Parties had emptied. eighteen 
Cafks of that Liquor at Latchaway. He met . 


* See Page () the Petitioner's Objections to proceeds 
ing to St. Mark's, mentioned to the Governor on his Arri- 
val, before he could have, or the Governor himſelf had, an 
Opportunity of Council with the Indians. 
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the Savanneh Indians on their Return at different Times» 

when he always firſt accoſted them, though in that 

overheated Condition, and met with the kindeſt Re- 

turn; the '{/hite King eſpecially ſeemed: much pleaſed. 

— At Letchaway he found the Chiefs, which he did not 

fee when he went forward, but were now returned from 

their grand Hunt at the Cape — they came up to Bar- 

net's Hut, where your Petitioner was ſet to repoſe, to 

ſee him, and were very fond of diſcourſing with him; 

but Barnet's Jealouſy would not permit a free Conver- 

ſation. Your Petitioner treated them on Coffee, which 

they are fond of, and then feigned a Weariſomeneſs, 

and Deſire of ſleeping ; but they preſſed him much to 

ſit up and converſe, but, finding it to no Purpoſe, at 

length lay down to ſleep. — They aſked him to come 

and drink Black Drink with them the next Day, which 
is a Liquor they make of the Plant Caſſeua it is 

ſaid, when they have a Mind to have a Talk, as they 

call it, on any Affairs; but being acquainted the next 

Day, whether true or not it is doubtful, by Barnet, that 

the Place where they met was a Mile or more back on 
the Road your Petitioner came from St. Mark's, he 

then choſe to haſten back to his Settlement, where he 

arrived the next Day, quite unexpected, after an Ab- 

ſence of about nineteen Days, wherein he had traverſed 

about four hundred Miles; — but much to the Satiſ- 
faction of your Petitioner, — in the Confirmation of his 

own Prudence and Foreſight, objected to by the Gover- 

nor — a thorough Conviction of the Indian Friendſhip 

— and in the — of the Sight of a moſt fertile 

and agreeable. Country, Part of it the moſt perfect na- 
tural Garden in his Majeſty's Territories, and which 

will hereafter, probably, produce the moſt beneficial 
Return to the Mother Country. ö 
On his Return he found a Deputy Surveyor, whoſe 
Name was Funk, who had been ſent over by the Gover- 
nor and Surveyor General, and had, the whole Time 
of his Abſence, been inſpecting the Plot of Land he was 
upon, and it's Neighbourhood, and, after the Continu- 
1 of a few Days more, ſet out with a Plan of the 
ame to St. Auguſtine, to wait on the Governor and Sur- 


5 veyor General with it. | 21 4 
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The Governor's Letter of the 15th of June notices 
the Receipt of two Letters from your Petitioner of the 
6th and 13th Date: — The former relating his Expe- 
dition to St. Mars. — a Queſtion about a River called 
Calaſahtche, and Bay of Tampa, — and alſo another about 
the Indian T rading-houſes already ſettled, and Privilege 
for one your Petitioner might encourage, — concerning 
the pernicious Effects of Rum your Petitioner had ſeen; 
— and the latter Letter, ſent by Mr. Funk, relating to 
the locating his Grant. The Governor, in this his 
Anſwer to the foregoing Points, ſent him a Note in 
Mr. De Brahem's, the Surveyor General's own Hand- 
Writing, but did not clear up the Point your Petitio- 
ner wiſhed to have had, which might have been uſeful 
to the Government in ſome future Time; but which 
Suppoſition, he muſt ſay, was not diſcloſed in his Queſ- 
tion: But the indeterminate Anſwer, as to the Indian 
Stores already licenſed, and of that particularly re- 
queſted by your Petitioner, ſhewed a Caution in the 
Governor, and there was feared a Clauſe de Re- 
ſerve againſt any poſitive Requeft on your Petitioner's 
Part ; for the very Thing ſought after in your Petitio- 
ner's. Queſtion is rather avoided. As to the Point of 
Rum, the Governor reaſans in theſe Words: „I am 
„ much of your Opinion, that Rum is hurtful. It 
© is to be hoped Means will be fallen upon to put a 
<« Stop to that very detrimental, I may ſay, iniquitous 
« Branch of the Indian Trade. Theſe have been always 
© my Sentiments ; and, when Mr. Stewart arrives, new 
Regulations ſhall be made about it; but, till he 
comes, I do not chuſe to make any Innovations, for 
fear of counteracting what he may have ſettled ; but 
* beafſured J have what you point out, with Regard ta 
«© Rum, very ſtrongly at Heart.” That the Plan ſent 
of Part of St. John's River, where he reſided, had been 
examined, and your Petitioner's Propoſal of running out 
his Grant eſteemed not agreeable to the King's Inſtruc- 
tions. This Opinion of the Governor's was forgot in 
a ſmall Time afterwards, when ſeveral of. the lower 
Claſs of Indians (if they might be called ſo) had the fatal 
Preſentof Rum, and brought it to his Settlement, as men - 
tioned before, and were as likely as any to break it up 
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under ſuch Circumſtances of Liquor. The Governo 
did not mention in his Letters concerning this Delivery 
of Rum, though your Petitioner mentioned it in his to 
the Governor; but he heard the Indian Interpreter, 
called Elſenor, ſay, that the Governor had at that Time 
aſked him whether any Rum had been given to the 
Indians at that Time; he told him that there was, and 
by his, the Governor's Order. . 

The Governor alſo mentions, that the Line of Di- 
rection in Mr. Midaleton's T rat, granted by Mr. Boone, 
Governor of South-Carolina, was ſhewn by Mr. Funk, ard 
that it appeared to, Governor Grant, moſt exceedingly 
irregular. — Mr, Funk, the Surveyor, returned with the 
above Letter the 16th or 17th, — made further Obſer- 
vations on the Quality of the Land, — and endeavour- 
ed to point out the Method how to run it out with Pro- 
priety to the Governor's Opinion, and a competent 
Share of good Land for the Grantee. June 22d, your 
Petitioner went down the River with Mr. Spalding *, to 
look for his Boat coming from Savannah, freighted with 
Proviſion and Store Neceſſaries, entirely for your Peti- 
tioner. They met it about ſeventy Miles below, when, 
Mr. Spalding finding no Rum freighted for himſelf, only 
two Caſks of one hundred and ten Gallons each, being 
entirely for your Petitioner, knowing your Petitioner 
would not part with any to him, for Trade with the In- 
dians he took the Boat they came in, and went down 
to purchaſe a Caſk of Rum of a Perſon who kept a Store 
ſome Miles below. Your Petitioner, in proceeding 
back in a ſmall Canoe after the large Boat freighted for 
his Settlement, - which was ſailed ſome Way before, 
having two ſmall Lads with him, he was ſhot at by two 
different Perſons, he believes. He called, on the firſt 
Shot, to the Perſon that fired, thinking it might be a 
Signal for Want of ſomething; but on RecolleQion, 
Jen it might be ſome Perſon fled from Augu/line for 
ſome Miſdemeanour, and wanted a Boat to paſs the 
River, and go off to J//?-Florida, he thought it pru- 
dent to keep on, as he had only two ſmall Lads 


with him to defend the Boat if there ſhould be an 
WO Aſſault 


Keeper of the Indian Store. 
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A ſſault on their going aſhore ; but on the ſecond Shot 
one of the Lads heard the Ball in the Ait, and ſaw the 
Bullet fall in the Water about ten Yards beyond the 
Boat; but which had paſſed but five Yards ſhort of it's 
Stern. — The Remark worthy on this Point is the Dan- 
ger of rifled-barrel Guns falling into the Hands of the 
Indians, this being about a Furlong Diſtance, as was 


ſuppoſed ; and a white Hunter, who was at his Settle- 


ment, told your Petitioner he could make ſure of a large 


Object at Reſt at that Diſtance with ſuch a Gun, — 
Indians are ſo very expert with the common Birming- 


ham Guns; — and I bites may kill their Game with the 


better common Sort. That your Petitioner, as before - 


mentioned, left it as a Queſtion to the Governor, 
whether a Prohibition of thoſe rifled-barre] Guns in 
Whites Hands might not be a prudent Caution, to pre- 
vent their getting into Indian Poſſeſſion. — Theſe Shot 
came, as beforementioned, from ſome of a Party whereof 
your Petitioner's former Hunter was one ; but were in- 
tended only as Signals to a Boat they expected with Rum 
for their Uſe in the Hunt, and not deſigned at your Pe- 
titioner, as he was not known to have been in that 
Part of the River. | = 
On the Arrival of this Boat at your Petitioner's Set- 
tlement, and alſo Mr. Spalding, who overtook, and ar- 
rived with your Petitioner, many Judians appeared in 
waiting, expecting his Return for Rum, arid alſo your 
Petitioner's Ship from England, which they ſuppoſed 
would produce Rarities for their Trade. On this was 
ſhewn a great Inſtance of their good Inclination to- 
wards your Petitioner. They ſaw the two Caſks of one 
hundred and'ten Gallons of Rum landed, and knew it to 
be ſuch, of which they were to have none they alſo-knew 


by the Rules he had preſcribed. — The Trader had but 


a ſmall Caſk with him, too little for the Wants of ſo 


many. — The Iudians, though diſappointed f Pe- 


titioner's Veſſel not being arrived from Engl yet re- 


ceived his ſmall Entertainment, and a little Recruit of 
Corn, with Satisfaction.— The Trader, angry at a View 
of the Temper of the Indians towards your Petitioner, 
ſaid, he muſt remove his Store from this 9 
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hood, and imprudently, if not by Deſign, charged de 
Indians with having ſtalen one of their Horſes from Aa- 


guſtine, which they might then here taken for on for- 


mation from your Petitioner; and after he went up with 


them to his Store, to diſtribute his Rum, there came a' 
Report of their Intention to attack your Petitioner's 


Settlement for his Rum. Leſt the Power of the Store 


keeper's Rum, and a little Inſtigation from the Jealouſy 


of the Storekeeper of a Preference to your Petitioner, 


might engage the poor Indians under ſuch Influence in 


ſo unhappy an Expedition, your Petitioner, conſtantly 
watchful over his Settlers againſt Machinations on all 
Sides, on this Account he buried his Rum-Caſks, &c. 


after his Settlers were retired to Sleep, kept two or 


three Fires lighted the Reſidue of the Night, and attend- 
ed them himſelf, to convince the Indians, if any came 
with bad Intentions, that the Settlement was on it's 
Guard, which continued for a Week, till the Fire of 
the Storekeeper's Rum was ſpent, he feared no longer, 
and, indeed, uſed it only as a neceſſary Caution, not 
as in Fear of an Attack. The other Circumſtances 
mentioned before, ſhewed it leaſt to be feared from the 
poor Indians, if the Whites were not the Inſtigators. 

On the 5th of Fuly your Petitioner's Ship-load of 
Settlers arrived from England, after a long Paſſage round 
to St. Mar#s, imagining he had ſettled on that Coaſt, 
were obliged, on not being able to get in there, 'to put 
into Penſacola, where Letters directed them to Savaunab, 
from which Place they came in a hired Schooner to the 
Settlement on St. John's River, Eaft-Florida, where they 
arrived in good Health. The Maſter of the Schooner 
having Buſineſs at St. Auguſtine, your Petitioner ſent a 
Letter by him to the Governor, requeſting Permiſſion 
for his being admitted to make Oath of his receiving 
theſe Settlers from the Hands of the Mafter of the Veſ- 
ſel, who had brought them from England. His Infor- 
mation that they were on your Petitioner's Account, 


and that, purſuant to his Letter, he had conducted 


them to your Petitioner's Settlement, and had delivered 
them to him in Perſon, --- that ſuch Certificate might 
be regiſtered at Augu/tine, agreeable to the Spirit of the 
Proclamation, left any might die after the Charge of Im- 


portation, 
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ion had been borne by your Petitioner, and the 
xpence of fulfilling the Terms of the Grant enhanced 
to him for Want of the proper Regiſtry in Time. 
The Clauſe referred to in the Proclamation is this : 
“ That when any Perſon, who ſhall hereafter take up, 
*« and patent any Land, ſhall have ſeated, planted, and 
« cultivated, or improved the ſaid Land, or any Part 
& of it, according to the Directions and Conditions 
« abovementioned, ſuch Patentee may make Proof of 
& ſuch ſeating, planting, and Cultivation, or Improve- 
ment, in any Court of Record in the ſaid Province, or 
“ in the Court of the County, Diſtrict, or Precinct 
« where ſuch Land ſhall be, and have ſuch Proof certified 
* to theRegiſter and Secretary's Office, and there enter- 
„ed, with the Record of the ſaid Patent; a Copy of 
« which ſhall be admitted, on any Trial to prove the 
« ſeating and planting of ſuch Land.” 

Juh 8, 1765. The Governor's Letter of the 8th 
of Fuly anſwers this Requeſt, thus: No Court of Ju- 
« dicature has any Thing to do with the Arrival of your 
« Settlers: The Maſter of the Schooner, at any Rate, 
« js not the proper Perſon to give an Affidavit about 
« them. If you wiſh to be provided with proper Ma- 
« terials to aſcertain the Arrival of your Settlers in this 
« Province, in Caſe your Compliance with the Terms 
« of the Grant to — made out in Obedience to his 
40 Majeſty's Order in Council ſhould hereaſter be diſ- 
4 puted, the Attorney General ſays, that either you, 

« ot your Agent, ſhould make Oath before a Juſtice of 
« the Peace, that ſuch a Number of People arrived at 
« ſuch a Time in the Province of Eaft-Fhride, and 
« were brought into the Province at your Expence, in 
«. order to ſettle upon your Eſtate, and that Neu- or 
« your Agent, ſhould get a Certificate to that Purpoſe 
« from the Juſtice of Peace; but thoſe are Points of 
4 Law, with which Lhave really nothing to do.“ 

Your Petitioner begs Leave to ſubmit his Senti- 
ments of the Captain of the Schooner's being more 
independent, conſequently, more probably, true Aſſer- 
tor of this Circumſtance than either your Petitioner 
or his Agent who were intereſted in the Colony, — 
The Delay of a Day, after the Expence of 1 | 
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might occaſion a double Expence of ſupplying the Place 
of any dead, or any ſeduced away. — The former hap- 
pened ſoon after this Refuſal, as your Petitioner ac- 
quainted the Governor ; the latter was alſo foretold, and 
your Petitioner had Reaſon, when a Juſtice of the Peace, 
naval Officer, and Regiſter, who was ſuſpected to have 
made a Viſit, not entirely of Compliment to him, but as 
Inſpector of his Tranſactions in the Province, when 
ſuch had made Attempts to injure his Settlement, as 
beforementioned , the entertained at it in the beſt 
Manner your Petitioner could. — To this the Go- 
vernor anſwers in this ſame Letter, that nothing but 
Indentures on the Settlers could prevent Seduction, the 
Governor himſelf paying Dollars a Day, and to a Car- 
penter a Dollar and an Half. Such Things, when 
known, would incline Settlers to leave his Settlement. 
This, doubtleſs, appeared a good Argument your Peti- 
tioner could not controvert, though, in ſome Inſtances, 
Perſons were defirous, and ſome did learn theſe hi 
Wages at St. Auguſtine, and came and worked for mode- 
rate Hire at this parſimonious Settlement on St. Fohn's 
River, and the former, who wiſhed to come, were de- 
tained by the moſt powerful and ſpecious Invitations. 
Your Petitioner did not attempt to ſeduce, but requeſt- 
ed only the Countenance of a powerful Protection to 
his Settlement, which would have prevented any Breach 
of Hoſpitality by Juſtices of Peace, and Perſons of 
higher Rank, in ſeducing thoſe People that were to be 
| termed actual Settlers of your Petitioner's. The Go- 
vernor's Intimation at his own Table, when he ſaw, 
perhaps, the whole Corps of Officers, and the Gentry 
of the Town, once a Week, would, your Petitioner 1s 
well ſatisfied, have had it's due Influence to prevent 
ſuch Injuſtice ; but it ſeemed too impertinent in him to 
propoſe ſuch a Remedy, but could not but think it 
muſt occur to Perſons of ſuperior Penetration. The 
Governor alſo adds, in the above Letter, — if the Sur- 
veyor had finiſhed his Survey according to his Inſtruo- 
tions, either your Petitioner, or his Agent, with proper 
Powers, ſhould come to Town to take out his Grant; 

: and 


* See Page () 
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Dime, though they had Rum given to them, that 


1 
and alſo ſays, your Petitioner, ſhould not mind the Re- 
ports of the Indians in his Neighbourhood, they were 
not of Weight in their Nation, and that vour Peti— 
tioner ſhould not talk to them about Settlements. The 
Report was, that the white Perfon who went from St. 
Aerts to Penjacola, had been murdered by the Indians ; 
which gave fome Uneaſineſs to the Indian Schiki, who 
lives juſt above your Petitioner's Settlement, and was 
nearly quitting his little Settlement on this Report, for 
Fear of the Retaliation of the Whites on him; and that 
ſome Intimations of Diſpleaſure had been ſhewn againſt 
your Petitioner's new Settlement, but which he ima- 
gines ded from the Jealoufy of the Storekeepers, 
Your Petitioner would have perſuaded Schiti to come 
to him, with his Family, and he would defend them 
from Injury, but he ſoon after was better ſatisfied. 
However, your Petitioner thought it adviſeable, in his 
Situation, to ſecure. his Settlement from Harm, which 
he knew prior Acts of -Kindneſs will nearly at all 
Times effect, even on the moſt ſavage Diſpoſition ; 
he diſpatched two of his People to Latchaway with a 
mall Preſent, about eleven or twelve Shillings worth 
perhaps, to the Chief called the C:whkeeper,.and his 
Squaw, having never ſeen them at his Settlement to 
entertain them; and his People returned the fourth 
Day, and he found had been kindly received. As for 
talking to them about Settlements, there was only your 
Peticioner's above Picalata Fort; this they had permitted 
hm to make, and he was to preſerve their Affections 


dy all Methods of Endearment, which he did by very 


mconſderable trifling Preſents; a Guinea's Worth 
might be the utmoſt on the Whole. It was the Method 
that/wrought on them, 'a' perſonal Inclination to ſerve 
nad cuſfiſt them, and a chearful Appearance at the Time 
6f doing them little Services were Indications to the 
fetifible Indians, not the ſavage Barbarian, ſufficient, 
to civile them; and wrought a Beneficonce in ſuch 
Hearts: above the Power of Rum, denied them by 

t Petitioner, but given by the Governor; for 
they have complained to your Petitioner at the ſame 


their 
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their Entertainment, as to Proviſions, was very indif- 
ferent at St. Auguſtine ;, by relating which your Petitigner 
would preſume to infer, that the relieving the Negeſ- 
ſities of Nature would more infinitely oblige the u- 
dian, than all the Preſents of Luxury, and make a 
more laſting Impreſſion. This was evident in himſelf, 
who gave no Rum, their greateſt Delight in Debauch; 
and, perhaps, a Couple of Quarts of Indian Corn, 
Value ſeven Farthings ; the ſame af Rice, Value three 
Pence Halfpenny ; half a Pound of Muſcavado Su 
Value two Pence ; is a Preſent ſufficient for a. King nd 
his Train to proceed on their Hunt; in all ſeven Pence 
Farthing, or, perhaps, at a common Value, it may 
not exceed the Value of fix Pence. Hereby the. Means 
of Civilization is procured at an eaſy Expence, their 
Strength not impaired, but renewed, to the Preſervatian 
of the Britih Inhabitant, by diminiſhing the Num- 
ber of wild Beaſts and venomous Inſects, the procuri 
the beneficial Skin-Trade, withaut the white Settlers 
entering into that idle Way of Life. This eſtabliſhes, 
that overthrows, Settlements. | TW 

That Mr. Funk, the Surveyor, went on in his 
Obſervations on the Land; he drew out an exa& Plan 
of the Land, between two large Creeks. which come 
from the Eaſt, and fall into the River St. Jahns, the 
one four Miles above your Petitioner's Plantation, the 
other eight or ten Miles below it; and a Line drawn 
from ſix Miles up the latter, where your Petitioner paſſes 
it to go to St. Auguſtine, about eight Miles from his 
Settlement to the Lower End of a great Lake, to which 
the former Creek is an Outlet ; about ſix Miles from it's 
aforeſaid Mouth, and about the fame Diſtance from his 
Settlement, containing forty - ſeven thouſand. one hundred 
and forty Acres, ſpecifying partieularly- the ſeveral 
Sorts of Ground, as per Schedule annexed ; amounting 
to two thouſand feven hundred and ten Acres of good 
Swamp, two hundred and forty of clear Marſh, five 
hundred and twenty good dry Land, in all three thou- 
N ſand four hundred and ſeventy; the Reſidue, of the forty 
ſeven thouſand one hundred and forty, is called Pine- 
Barren, or Pine Land, and bitter Bay Gauls, bearing the 

Loblolly 
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Loblilly ay: By the Plan laid before the Right Ho- 
nourable Board, it will appear that your Petitioner can- 
not make out his twenty thouſand Acres in any Manner 
whatſoever, in one contiguous Lot, ſo as to include 
more good Land than in the ſaid Plan, which Plan, 
though, if the whole Number of Acres of good Land 
in the forty-ſeven thouſand one hundred and forty were 
included in the twenty thouſand, it would be ſtill diſpro- 

rtionable in the bad Acres to the Planter ; but which 

an is, nevertheleſs, eſteemed inadmiſſiable. The De- 
puty Surveyor ſeemed to think his Orders were much 
ſtricter than in Georgia; he was not to permit the Side- 
lines of the Grants to paſs near navigable Streams, or ſo 
as to include any of the good Land bordering on ſuch 
Streams, nor to paſs the further Ends of ſuch Tract* 
over any navigable Creeks, whereon their might be good 
Swamps alſo. The Orders for plotting the 8 hav- 
ing a good Reaſon for ſuch Policy, but the Practice there- 
of preciſely would militate againſt the Settlement of the 
Colony ; the Rivers having many different Turnings, 
the taking the Front-lines on the River, and running 
the Side-lines back into the Land, would ſtill interfere 
with Lots run on another Turn of the River, and 
cannot be avoided. The only Method that could be 
purſued to have all the Lands taken up and none omit- 
ted, would be to plot the Whole in different Quantities, 
according as the good and bad Land might be inter- 
mixed, and the Whole granted in ſuch certain Lots, 
whatever they may amount to, as by the Plan fol- 
lowing : 


See Page () the Governor ſays, and alſo Page () 
the $74 wy General ſays, your Petitioner may paſs cer- 
tain Creeks, where it was previouſly known there was no 


good Land. 
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Or, as the River St. John's, in it's general Courſe, 
flows from the South to the North, the Grants of the 
Lands ſhall have their Front-lines on the ſaid River, 
and directed back into the Land directly Eaſt or Welt ; 
and each Plot the Surveyor ſhall form either larger or 
ſmaller, ſo as to include a proportionable Mixture of the 
good and bad Land. Your Petitioner remarks this, as 
the only Method he knows, for an intire Grant of 
the Banks of navigable Streams or Rivers ; it cannot be 
intire according to the preſent Terms, if preciſely fol- 
lowed, and the Grantees ftill chuſing their Land, by 
which large Spots on the Banks of the navigable Ri- 
ver will be left unpoſſeſſed in the King's Hands, for 
which no Quit-Rent will be paid as on St. John's 
River, within the Plan propoſed by your Petitioner to 
Tun his Grant, there is a Pine-Barren, continued for 
ſome Miles on the Bank of the River, which no Settler 
whatever will take any Grant on. In the ſaid 
Plan, ſent by the Deputy Surveyor to the Governor 
and Surveyor General, the Front-line is upon the Ri- 
ver, where it lies Eaſt and Weſt; if any ſmaller Plots, 
ſuch as five hundred to two or three thouſand Acres, 
having their Front-lines, on one Part or other of that 
fame — they would have been permitted to be 
run in thè ſame Direction; and whatever Plot was ſo 
taken up, next to where the Point is formed by the River, 
muſt bear it's Side-Line on the River: For at a Point 
of the River, and many there are where the River 
makes a right Angle in it's Courſe, no Tract can be 
taken up without it's having both it's Side- line, as well 
as Back-line, on the River. There are two Caſes 
mentioned on the Plan laid now before your Lordſhips, 
wherein Mr. Moultrie and Mr. Kinlaugh, two Gentle- 
men of Carolina, were promiſed by the Governor two 
Tracts of Land; the Sides of which would have been 
on that navigable Creek, or rather large River; it may 
be called big enough for conſiderable Schooners to fail 
on, and perhaps both their Baſe and End-lines on the 
great River or Lake, when a more preciſe Meaſure 
might be taken; and alſo at another Place below, at a 
Turn of the River, where it forms a deep * _ 
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Side- line of fifteen hundred Acres, promiſed to a Family 
called Grey, was intended to be run about ſeventy 
Miles below your Petitioner's Settlement. Mr. Davis, 


who had a conſiderable Number of Negroes, 


had the 


Grant, as beforementioned, paſled, for, I think, one 
thouſand Acres of Land ; which muſt be for himſelf 
and eighteen Negroes, and about eight Miles diſtant, 


as I think he told me, the Governor had p 


romiſed 


him a Lot, perhaps for the Reſidue of his Family and 
Negroes, whereon he intended to erect a Mill. Mr. 


Davis's Home Settlement is run thus: 


2 


22 


Py 


2) 
40" OA 4 
OOO Cen 


— 


4. 
— — . — 


1 
| 
| 

l 
| 
| 


( 66 ) 
By this it appears, that your Petitioner, who engages 
to be at the Expence of „ Colony, with 


the Importation of two hundred hites, of whoſe 
Labour he can have the Profit himſelf only for a very 
few Years, has not the ſame Privilege that theſe Perſons 
mentioned have, in bringing Negroes into the Country, 
at a Small Expence, whoſe Labour is for Life, or 


faleable after the ferm of three Years is expired; in 


which Time the Land is ſettled Secure from Forfeit, 
and by bringing them at different Times, takes up al- 
together good Land, in ſeparate Parcels, without an 
Intermixture of the poorer and more barren Soils ; and 


to theſe are ſhewn a different Inclination to accom- 


modate the Settlers, from what has been exhibited' 
throughout to your; Petitioner, who, chiefly from the 
Oppoſition met withy was nearly at two thouſand Pounds 
Expence, in eſtabliſhing his Settlement in Peace and 
Plenty, but which he did effect nevertheleſs maugre all 
the Obſtacles to it. "Theſe may have ſeparate Plots of 
Land. Though your Petitioner had ſhewn the greateſt 
Deſire of ſettling, with the moſt beneficial Views to the 
Province, the eſtabliſhing a Fown of - Artificers in the 
Heart of the Province, Proviſion for the Education of 
Children, and the Cultivation of Chriſtianity, free from 
Enthuſiaſm; the Civilization of Indians, the Fidelity of 
Slaves, preſerved on Principle ; a Library of Agricul- 
ture, Botany, Gardening, Mechanics, and of ſuch 
Learning as appears morg peculiarly adapted to the 
American Planter; and, above all, the ſtrengthen- 
ing this Frontier Province of Ea/t-Florida againſt any 
Enemy at a future Time, by well ſtocking it with 
white Inhabitants. To ſuch a Settler who vainly imagires 
theſe Things, form ſuch Projects, but who was certainly 
at the Expence of this Undertaking, not diſagreeable, 
perhaps, to the Views of Government at Home, the 
Face of the executive Part of Government on the 
Colony was ſet againſt, He could not obtain Leave to 
purchaſe a few hundred Acres. of indifferent Land, to 
the Prejudice of no other Settlers, as a healthy high 
Spot, to place his Town on, the Endowment of a 
School, and the Appropriation for a Church; Miniſter, 

1 Though 
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Though the Governor's Proclamation ſays, And in 
« Caſe any Perſon, applying as aforeſaid, ſhall be 
e defirous to take up a larger Quantity of Land than 
the Family Right intitles ſuch Perſon to, upan 
« ſhewing a Probability of Cultivation an additional 
Number of Acres, not exceeding one Thouſand, may 
ce be obtained, upon paying to the Receiver of the Quit- 
„ Rents the Sum of Five Shillings, Sterling, for 
« every fifty Acres of ſuch additional Grant, on the 
„ Day of the Date of ſuch Grant.” 

To Mr. Davies was a Grant of a ſeparate Tract of 
Land promiſed. To him, Mr. Moultrie, Mr. Kinlaugh, 
and Mr. Grey, were Tracts of Land allowed; and whoſe 
Sides were on the greater River of St. John's, or a 
Creek equally navigable with that River ; and though 
your Petitioner had been at the Expence of ſurveying 
the Weſt Side of the River, and ſhewed an Inclination 
to the Governor of having his Tract of twenty thou- 
ſand Acres on that Side, provided it was free from 
any former Grant to Colonel Middleton, as ſuppoſed, 
or Indian Claim; yet when it became neceſſary, for your 
Petitioner was obliged to ſpeak, as Promiſes were making 
of Land, previous to the Power of granting had been 
allowed of by the Indians, there appeared a Promiſe to 


Colonel Middleton, if he would ſolicit agreeable to the 


Proclamation, he ſhould have that Land granted to 
him, by the Governor of Ea/i-Florida, and he was 
allowed three Months' Time to conſider on it; at the 
ſame Time intimating to your Petitioner, that another 
Anſwer would have been given to Colonel Middleton by 
him, the Governor, if he had known your Petitioner's 
Inclination to that Trac. 

In the whole Trad of forty-ſeven thouſand one hun- 
dred and forty Acres, ſurveyed by the ſworn Deputy- 
Surveyor, there are but twenty-three Peices of good 
Land, meaſuring together three thouſand four hundred 
and ſeventy Acres, of which, except one long Piece of 
Swamp of between four and five Miles in Length, con- 
taining one thouſand Acres, four other Pieces of five 
hundred and ſixty, two hundred and fifty, two hundred 

and 
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and forty and two hundred, the remaining Pieces of 
good Land are but ſmall in any one Place, and theſe 
larger Pieces cannot be run out without taking larger 
Plots of Pine-Barren, or poor Land, with them in ge- 
neral. Your Petitioner believes the larger Plot of one 
thouſand Acres may be run out, according to the pre- 
ciſe Rules of taking the Baſe Line on the navigable 
Stream, and running the Line directly on a Square, 
three back to one in | ang a Plot of five thouſand Acres 
might include the Whole of that thouſand Acres of 
good Land, — It is to be obſerved, that no Part of this 
Piece of one thouſand Acres is included in the Plan 
propoſed to the Governor by your Petitioner for his 
twenty thouſand Acres; — yet, this is not eſteemed ad- 
miſſable. — If your Petitioner had not ſeated himſelf 
on this Land, he much doubts whether any other Perſon 
would have ſet down where his Town or Village is. — 
The Swamp adjoining above it would have tempted a 
Perſon to have ſolicited a Grant, he ſuppoſes, of Land, 
from five hundred to one thouſand Acres. On a ſhort 
Turn of the River, below the Town, there is a narrow 
Neck of Land, which may be incloſed by a Fence of 
about half a Mile in Length, which would induce ano- 
ther to ſolicit for a Grant of three hundred Acres, in- 
cluding, as by the Schedule appears, about eighty Acres 
of good high Land, and thirty Acres of Swamp. — 
Lower down, at the greater Bend of the River, if the 
Side Lines were permitted to run on the River, there 
are large Tracts of good Land might be run out; as 
alſo where Mr. Kinlaugh has choſe his three thouſand 
Acres above, on Dunn's Creek, where the Pieces, as by 
the Schedule, of x 24,0 — O 360— M 7oN 20, in 
all ſix hundred and ninety ; or, if the Piece L is added 
of fifty, perhaps ſeven hundred and forty, nearly a quar- 
ter Part of good Land would be included ; but where 
the Side Line is run on a deep navigable Stream, call it 
River or Creek, it cannot alter it's Property of being 
navigable. Except in theſe three Caſes, no other 
Land could be run out on your Petitioner's Survey, fo 
as to be eligible but to fingle Perſons, or ſmall Families, 
whoſe Claims may be one, two, or three hundred Acres; 
and cven then muſt include more Pine-Barren Land in 

general 
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general than they would chuſe; for there are very few 
Places where the good Swamp reaches farther from the 
River than Half a Mile ; and even fifty Acres, run 
agreeable to the Rules preſcribed, will reach back to 
that Diſtance. 

That your Petitioner ſent a Letter to the Governor 
on July 26, 1766, wherein he firſt takes off the Impu- 
tation, in a Report of the Indians ſhooting, at him, by 
informing him, that ſome white Perſon, then at his Set- 
tlement, had owned the Fact, he eſteemed it as a pro- 
per Circumſtance to be cleared up, for the Preſervation 
of the Indians Character, and for the future Peace and 
Security of Travellers. — It contained a Complaint that 
ſeveral Perſons arrived at his Settlement together at that 
Time, with no good Deſign, — endeavouring to make 
that a Place to ſeduce the Indian Trader at Latchaway, 
Barnet, down hither, in order to ſeize him, and place 
him in the Priſon of Augu/tine at the Suit of one Piles, 
who was one of the Parties, and had, heretofore, under 
ſuch Confinement, preſſed Barnet to give him a Bond 
for a very large Sum (about two thouſand Pounds is ima- 
gined) when it was ſuppoſed, by moſt People, that there 
was nearly a Ballance of Account between them. — 
That Piles had endeavoured to inveigle away one of your 
Petitioner's Settlers, juſt imported, at a great Expence, 
though he had but barely turned his Back on your Peti- 
tioner's Table, where he had been entertained as a Mer- 
chant, with one Davis, the Son of a Planter, who had 
entertained your Petitioner once at his Settlement about 
fifty Miles lower down the River, and was a Deputy 
Surveyor to the Province. That this Davis alſo, took 
on him the Office of a Lawyer, by writing a threat- 
ning Letter in Behalf of Upton, your Petitioner's late 
Hunter, recommending, he ſuppoſes, a Proſecution, re- 
ſpecting the Uſe of one of his Horſes, kept at your Pe- 
titioner's Settlement, to your Petitioner's great Detri- 
ment, by breaking his Fences, and otherwiſe, as men- 
tioned. — That ſome of theſe Perſons' Arrival a ſecond 
Time occaſioned alſo an Introduction of a Quantity of 
Rum by the Hunter Upton, the Effects of which had 
appeared in his proceeding to the ſhooting of one of 

E 3 your 


— . 
. r Brno Ces F.. —— A — . 


— — 


(70) 

your Petitioner's Cows, glorying in the Fact, by 
ſending two Negroes, who were ſawing for him, and 
had ſeen him ſhoot it, but who, he told them, could 
not be Witneſſes againſt him, to inform your Petitio- 
ner that he would ſhoot all his Stock of Cattle, Horſes, 
Hogs, &c. — and, as he heard afterwards, he added 
alſo, he would ſhoot your Petitioner himſelf, — That 
an Attempt to ſeize his Perſon would be hazardous at 
preſent, while he would be on his Guard with a rifled 
barreled Gun, that would kill at a Furlong Diſtance, 
He therein mentions the ſtrong preſumptive Evidence, 
beſides that of the Negroes', by one Langley Briant, 
who was near the Place where he ſhot at the Cows, 
and ſaw him juſt after, — and leaves it to the Gover- 
nor's Diſcretion, as to what might be done. — Your 
Petitioner muſt remark, that this Reference to the Go. 
vernor was agrecable to the Governor's Aſſertion of his 
Right over the Garriſon of Picalata, in Preſervation of 
the Pezce, and Quiet of the Settlers in the Province, 
as aforementioned. 

He concludes, that the Plan of the Land, with the 
Obſervations thereon, tranſmitted by the Deputy Sur- 
veyor, Mr. Funi, would convince the Governor of the 
Difficulties he was under, of running the Boundaries of 
his Grant conſiſtent with the Rules the Governor pre- 
ſcribed, and that in the ſettling two hundred Perſons, 
at a great Expence, he muſt conſider their Conveniency, 
and an Equivalent for them with fingle Settlers, to be 
the juſt Due deſigned them by Government at Home, 
— in which was meant, that Grantees of twenty thou- 
ſand Acres might have Land equally as good as ſingle 
Settlers to ſettle the two hundred Perſons upon, they 
were obligated to at a great Expence, — and that Go- 
vernment at Home would, on Repreſentation, conſider 
it, he thought, and ſhould immediately proceed Home 
to make it. el 

Your Petitioner receives a Letter from the Gover- 
nor, dated 7g 30, 1766, — wherein he firſt complains, 
that the Deputy Surveyor ſent him, in the Beginning 
of May, at your Petitioner's Requeſt, returned a few 


Days before, and had done nothing in the Buſineſs ſent 
upon; 
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upon; — but mentions, nevertheleſs, that he received 
the Sketch of Part of the River St. John's, and of that 
Part of the Country your Petitioner had —_— proper 


to fix himſelf for a Time. — That Mr. De Brahm, the 
Surveyor General, and himſelf, had confidered it, and 
had tranſmitted Plans for running out Land.; and no 
other Method could be followed without deviating from 
his Majeſty's Inſtructions. If any of the Plans were 
agreeable, your Petitioner, or his Agent, muſt come to 
Town, and apply to him in Council for a new War- 
rant of Survey, the old one being out of Date. — The 
Surveyor, Mr. Funk, ſends alſo a Letter, dated the 
29th of Juby, with theſe two following Plans: 


In 
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In the Plan A there are included the Marſh and 


Swamp round it above the Village, of two hundred 
and ninety Acres, the Swamp below it about fifty Acres, 
— ditto at the Orange Grove, thirty Acres, and between 
three and four hundred Acres where marked, of good 
Swamp, in all little above ſeven hundred and twenty 
Acres of Swamp, and about eighty Acres at the Orange 
Grove below the Town of good higher Land. — Note, 
the large Savannah in this Plan is called poor Land in 
Mr. Funk, the Deputy Surveyor's Plan, in all 
800 Good 
19200 Poor 


In the Plan B there are included the Marſh, and a 
Swamp round it, which amounts, as Mr. Funt's Sche- 
dule mentions, to two hundred and ninety Acres, and 
two hundred Acres of good higher or dry Land above 
the Swamp, and about fifty Acres of Swamp below 
the Town or Village, which is 

340 Swamp 
200 Good dry Land 


540 Good 
19460 Poor or indifferent. 


C. There is marked, in Mr. Funk's Plan, a Place for 
landing, that is ſo far up as Boats can go. — This Con- 
venience of a Navigation on the back Part of this Plan 
ſeems to be carefully avoided by the Adviſor of it, — 
by a prudent of Direction for taking the Front Line or 
Baſe, on which the two Sides of the whole long Square 
is to be ereted. — The higher Corner, marked H, we 
will ſuppoſe at the low-water Mark of the River, and 
the lower Corner, at L, at the high-water Mark, or 
any ſuch ſmall Difference as a Surveyor pleaſes, or is 
directed to do ; the Conſequence, is the other End of 
the ſquare Plot is carried ſome Miles higher up the 
Creek, on the Back Line. 
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Mr. Funk ſays, as to your Petitioner's Plan ſent in, 
with Propoſals of running it out, that the Governor 
and Surveyor can do nothing with it, that the two 
Plans are the only Ways the Plot can be run out, ſo as 
to include your Petitioner's Town, Mr. De Brahm 
had told him that he might croſs the Great Creek. This 
ſeemed to be a Boon, for Mr. Funk had told your Pe- 
titioner, when he was ſurveying his Settlement, no 
Creeks were to be paſſed ; — but here happened to be 
no good Land beyond this Creek, which might proba- 
bly have been enquired into, as before in the Caſe of the 
Propoſal of running out of the Land at Mount-Royal : 
He proceeds, — That your Petitioner might have the 
Plot laid on Dunn's Cree, or the Great Creek, either of 
which the Side Lines might be run upon, having the 
Baſe or Front Line on the River. — This might be in- 
tended to break the Deſign of fa Town, to draw your 
Petitioner from the Narrows, the beſt adapted Place 
for it, as ſuch a Diſpoſition of two Sides on navigable 
Streams had been denied him in another Way, — he 
alſo adds, the Governor and Mr. De Brahm mention, 
that the Warrant of Survey muſt be renewed. 

The Governor proceeds in his Letter abovemention- 
ed, to ſignify, that Woodſmen, in general, are ex- 
tremely irregular in America, — which relates to Upton, 
the Hunter, ſhooting your Petitioners Cow, and threat- 
ning, in a moſt atrocious Manner, not only to kill all his 
Cattle, but, as mentioned, himſelf alſo. — As to your 
Petitioner's Reaſonings thereon, he refers him, in the 
latter Part of the Letter, to the executive Branches of 
the Law, to ſettle and compoſe this Outrage on Settlers 
and Settlements, in the very Infancy of a Colony, he 
was but lately arrived at, it was preſumed, to protect, 
defend, and nurſe. — The Law, a Guardian ill ſuited, 
with it's expenſive Train, is to be ſought for by the 
Cries of the infant Settler ; but there ſeems to be held 
out a Scourge for the Miſtakes, not wilful, of the ig- 
norant inexperienced Coloniſts. — The Power, on the 
one Hand, is ſuſpended from Aſſiſtance, but there is 
Influence ſeems to direct it's Courſe with accumulated 
Weight, by Deſcent, on the other. The Governor, 
alſo ſays, in the ſaid Letter, that Piles the Merchant 

declares 
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declares to him, that he had no Intention to inveigle 
away your Petitioner's Settlers; but this happened to 
be almoſt in Sight of your Petitioner, in the Inſtant 
he went from his Table of Entertainment, your Peti- 
tioner called him, related his Breach of Hoſpitality, 
threatened him with Complaint to the Governor, and, 
if unnoticed — to Government at Home, which Words 
were occaſioned by ſuch repeated Oppreſſions, not only 
permitted, but, rather, countenanced on your Petitio- 
ner's Settlement. Inſtead of Piles, his Non-intention, 
he, Piles, employs, while he till ſtaid at the Settlement, 
one Elſenor, his Friend, to write for him to ſolicite your 
Petitioner's Forgiveneſs, which E!ſenor does in theſe 
Words in a Letter: Mr. Piles deſires me to acquaint 
« your Honour he is very ſorry for the Difference that 
cc has happened betwixt you, and delares he did not 
« mean to give you Offence, but ſaid what he did inad- 
& yertantly and unadviſed, of which he is now ſenſible, 
4 and deſires to be reconciled to you; and offers, if 
„ you will employ him, to go and pilot your Veſſel 
„over the Bar, and up the River, if you chuſe, By 
« all Account, he is the moſt capable Man about 
& theſe Parts.” — Here your Petitioner ſeemed to be in 
the ſame unfortunate Light as before, in reſpect of the 
Bargain for the Cattle with Bowncly*, there was an Affi- 
davit made by a Perſon juſt before he retired from Au- 
525 which had partly ruined him, as Mr. Greenan 
ad purchaſed nineteen Head of Cattle from him at 
the fixed Price of twenty Guineas; — which Affida- 
vit was intended to aſſert the Bargain's having been 
made void by the ſuppoſed, not real, Maker of the Bar- 
gain; the former, your Petitioner's Surveyor, Fairchild, 
the latter one of his Servants, Thomas Hophins, when 
Fairchild, not Hopkins, was left with Money to pay for 
the Cattle on Delivery; but Fairchild's Affidavit to aſ- 
ſert his not having given up the Bargain, having, as 
he properly judged, no Right ſo to do, — was refuſed 
Mr. Greenan, the Juſtice of Peace, for no other 
Reaſon, than that, on one Side or other, there muſt be 
a Perjury. PS, | 
G a + + | Py ; Here, 
* SeePage () 
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Here, in this Caſe, was no ſuch Refuſal; but Mr. 
Piles, it is preſumed, cleared himſelf from his Charge, 
by the ſmall Weight of your Petitioner's Aſſertion, 
and the Prevalency of the preſumptive Truth of 
any Aſſertions againſt him. The Governor repeats 
the Attorney General's Opinion reſpecting the binding 
of Settlers by Indentures, as the better Security, than 
truſting to the good Intentions of Neighbours. Theſe 
were ſent to your Petitioner, it is true, and it was not 
proper, under your Petitioner's Circumſtances, to diſ- 
oblige them by ſuch Abridgement of their Liberty, 
without Indentures; and this Attempt to ſedute them, 
was immediately after their Arrival, before there could 
be that Security ; but if a general Diſapprobation had 
been given to the Miſbehaviour of People to your Pe- 
titioner, and thoſe Irregularities toward him were not 
certain to have met with the good Wiſhes of ſome in 
Authority; your Petitioner might have expected, with 
ſome Certainty, to have enjoyed the Fruits of his 
Labours, under his own Vine and Fig-Tree, with 
Serenity and Quietnels. | 
The Governor adds, as to one Goodby, your Peti- 
tioner had ſaid was killed by a Relation, under 
the Sanction of the New Hanover Law, by which was 
intimated, the lawleſs Set of People, Hunters, and 
who committed Outrages againſt all Law, ſome of 
which had chiefly paſſed their. Life in the Province of 
New Hanover, formerly neutral Land between Georgia 
and Florida ; that this Goodby was alive and well at 
his own Houſe, and that Davis, whom your 
Petitioner called a Deputy Surveyor, was not a De- 
puty. Surveyor, in which the Governor ſeems hap 
in Conviction of; your Petitioner, in a falſe Report in 
Reſpect of the former, was conveyed to your Peti- 
tioner through this Davis, who was Brother-in- 
Law to Goodby, a better Channel could not have been, 
he believed, to convey ſuch Intelligence. As to the other 
not being a Deputy Surveyor, the Governor relieves 
your Petitioner from that Imputation, by ſaying, though 
e has been employed by Mr. De Brahm in the general 
Survey. He continues, he had ſent for him, and charged 
him, 


/ 
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him, as he * ſuppoſed, with acting as a Lawyer for Upton, 
and writing a law threatening Letter for him, reſpecting 
the Hire of his Horſes; that Davis had aſſerted it was a 
ſubmiſſive Requeſt to your Petitioner's Agent, becauſe 
Upton was not permitted to ſpeak, and could not write 
himſelf. Your Petitioner, whether he found the Sur- 
veyor, Deputy or not, it matters not was the Writer and 
ſuppoſed Inſtigator of this intended Suit; he returned 
the Letter, with this Meſſuage, that he ſhould com- 
plain of the Diſturbances of this Settlement to the 
Governor ; the Letter cannot therefore be copied, and 
being in the Writer's Hands, or deſtroyed, might have 
been eaſily miſrepreſented, ſo as to place his Tranſaction 
in a fair Light to the Governor. As to the Refuſal of 
Payment of having the Charge the Contrary, as aſſerted 
by your Petitioner's Agent, that he had ſent to him; 
that he ſhould be paid as any other Perſon had paid, 
who had uſed the Horſes, which the Owner had cer- 
tainly no Right to keep at your Petitioner's Settlement, 
where he had no Concerns, nor had for Half a 
Year before, ind uſed only for depriving his Settlers of 
Veniſon. This only ſerves ſtill to ſhew more and 
more what Security any Delinquents thought they had 
in making any Aſſertions before Government, however 
falfe or improbable againſt your Petitioner. The latter 
Part of the Governor's Letter refers your Petitioner to 
the Chief Juſtice, aſſiſtant Judges, or Juſtices of the 
Peace, to regulate Matters he had alledged in his Let - 
ter, in theſe Words: For it is quite inconfiſtent for 
« me to enter into any Gentleman's private Franſac- 


« tions, and ſurely I need not tell you, that if any. 


% Man kills my Cattle, or if his Horſes break into 
my Incloſures, I have no Remedy but a Proſecution, ac- 
& cording to the Law of England, by which his Majeſty 
& has been pleaſed to direct this Province to be governed.” 
When this Affair happened, and your Petitioner had 
wrote to the Governor, his Agent, and he himſelf, 
both ſuppoſed he would have diſpatched ſome of the 
armed Military after Upton, to ſecure him from doing 
Damage to young Settlements in ſo atrocious a Manner, 

The Copy of the Letter not being extant. , 

| an 
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| and in Defiance of all Authority, ſo far from expeQin 
Ml | a Repremand for ſuch an Application. This expected Mark 

of Protection was founded in what General Oglethorpe, and 
all Founders of Colonies, they believed, did in the Infancy 
of Times. Your Petitioner could have hoped for it, as 
mich as the Governor's Exertion of his Authority over 
the Military of Picolata, when it had been determined by 
General Gage that the Military Officer ſhould command 
the Troops; but which the Governor then did, as 
he told your Petitioner, in Right of Governor, as 
Protector of the Settlements Settlers, This Suc- 
ceſs of ſuch Application to the Chief Juſtice, and Aſſiſi- 
ant Judges, though ſome Elucidation has ariſen during 
the Courſe of this Memorial, yet cannot be better 
explained than by the Attorney Generals Letter, on the 
Commitment of Upton by Mr. Lloyd, your Petitioner's 


Agent, 

Va Petitioner thinking it highly neceſſary, for the 
Security of himſelf, and little Colony, to commit the 
Hunter ; his Agent, who was a Juſtice of the Peace, that 
proceeded, as before- mentioned, Page () ſwore four 
ſtout Men as Conſtables, and ſent them up to Dunn's 
Lake, ſix Miles off, and came on the Hunter in the Middle 
of the Night, and ſecured him and brought him down, 
and ſent him under the like Guard to St. Auguſtine ; 
when they arrived, the Sheriff, one of the Governor's 
menial Servants, was not to be found, and no Perſon 
could receive the Priſoner. After much dangerous 

Delay in a public Houſe, the Sheriff was found, and 
the Priſoner received. The Attorney General, before- 
mentioned, wrote the Letter to Mr. Lied, your Peti- 

” tioner's Agent, of which the Copy is annexed. He 

therein ſeems to be a warm Advocate for the Delin- 
quent; he repreſents the Duty of Conſtables, and their 

Aſſiſtance is to be done as a Service by Rotation for 

the common Benefit, without a Reimburſement of par- 
ticular Expence. He forgets, in this Place, a Law, 
which empowers the Civil Officer to reimburſe ſuch 

Expences out of the Convict's Money or Effects; he 

objects alſo to the Number of Conſtables, or Aſſiſtants, 
ſent with the Offender, for his more ſafe Conveyance 
| to 


— 


| 
| 
| 


againſt ſuch Proceedings, Your Petitioner now ſeeing 


(. 

to Goal; it could not have been deemed prudent to 
ſend a fingle Perſon to convey a very deſperate Felon 
thither, at the Diſtance of thirty-five Miles; he repre- 
ſents the Commitment itſelf to be irregular in Circum- 
ſtances, he calls, aggravating, inſerted in his Warrant 
this refers not only to what has been before repreſented, 
but to a Conſultation of the Hunter with others, which 
was overheard ; Intelligence whereof was given to Mr, 
Lloyd, for the forming a Plan to bring down the Indians 
to deſtroy your Petitioner's Settlement; he calls this 
foreign to the Purpoſe ; he charges an Omiſſion in 
this Commitment, which may be ſaid to be an Infor- 
mation to the Delinquent, to evade the Force of Evi- 
dence ; viz. that he ſhould be appriſed herein of every 
Sort of Evidence againſt him. 

The laſt Article of the Attorney-General's Letter, 
was certainly obſerved. Your Petitioner's Agent, Mr. 
Lloyd, who committed Upton, and would, if he had 
lived and been capable, have ſupported his Warrant 
perſonally in Auguſtine; and though, if Negroes could 
not be admitted as Evidences, yet Circumſtances, by 
which alone moſt Murderers are convicted, would have 
been connected in ſo ſtrong a Light, as to prove ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for his Conviction; but the Delinquent 
had Time, as the Attorney General adviſes, who was 
the only Proſecutor after the Death of Mr. LZ/oyd, to 
collect any Evidence be might have, and prepare for 
his Trial. As the Account from thence, was the 
ſtrongeſt Proof by Langley Briant, was wanting by his 
Refuſal to attend the Trial, whether for Want of Sub- 
peenas, whether any Irregularity in the Proceedings made 
it neceſſary to ſuppreſs ſuch Evidence, ſeems doubtful. 


' Your Petitioner has had no certain Account what has 


been done with this atrocious Perſon, whether let looſe, 
to be the conſtant Terror of his Settlers, to drive the Deer 
from it's Neighbourhood, to deprive them of that natural 
Supply, and to deſtroy the Stock that is provided for 
them at a great Expence, but hopes for the Recommen-. 
dation of your Lerdſhips, to his Majeſty, for the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Government, to protect and defend his Colony 


- his 
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his Colony well ſupplied with every Neceſſary, he in 
tended an Augmentation of it, and alſo a Deſire to lay 
theſe Facts before your Lordſhips, proceeded on his 
Tourney to Savarmah, to embark for England. In his 
Way thither he viſited Mr. Davis, aforementioned, 
where he ſaw bis Plantation laid out, with the Front 
Line on the Eaſt Side of the River of St. John's, as 
alſo his whole Side Line on a Bend of the ſame River; 
and heard Mr. Davis fay, that the Governor had given 
him hopes of having a ſeparate Tract of Land, about 
eight Miles off, whereon, « 18 of a quiet flow 
ing Stream, he could erect a Mill. | 

Further on he met with Mr. Grey, who informed him 
of the Promiſes of the Governor to himſelf Mr. Kin- 
laugh, and Mr. Moultrie, of Grants of Land, all run 
contrary to the general Rules preſcribed to your Peti- 
tioner, and other Inconveniencies to your Petitioner's 
Settlement as afore-mentioned, Page ( ) which in- 
duced him immediately to diſpatch the following Letter 
to the Governor. 1 7 


SIX, 


THE two Plans of Mr. De Brahm, the only ones 
admiſſable for my Grant, ſhew the utmoſt Nicety, 


may I 2 almoſt a mathematical Exactneſs before the 


human Errors of the beſt Surveyor can be corrected, 
and a Plan ſtill more perfect can be eſtabliſhed. — In 
the drawing a Baſe Line for the Front Line, which the 
two Sides are raiſed perpendicularly on, and carrying 
the Trat a vaſt Way above the Place marked as a 
Landing Place, in Mr. Funt's Plan; a Convenien 
he thought proper to note as ſuch, and which I ſee 
avoided, as far as the Perfection of Compaſs and Rule, 


or Square, can carry it, — the Difficulty of paſſing a 


Creek into the Pine-Barren beyond of little value. — 
the ſame Liberty was granted me, if I had choſen Moum- 
Royal for my Lot, though in that it was a great Navi- 
gable Creek; but Mr. Funt's Orders were perempt 


to detain me on the further Side of the Creeks, = 


even 


Georgia, Octaber , 176 5. 
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cited for, and is bringing a vaſt Number of Negroes 
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even not to paſs within the leaſt Influence of good 
Grounds that might border on Rivers or Creeks, with 
my Side, or End Lines. — Under theſe Difficulties, which 
has paſſed on the Backs of others, too well known to 
need a Recapitulation, for now twelve Months paſt, 
ſince I arrived in EAHH-Florida, I could not but with- 
draw, and haſten to England, when your Excellency has 
faid there could be Alterations alone-made, relying on 
the Generoſity of the Public, of whom ſome have ſaid, 
my attempt to ſettle a Colony at a great Expence, is 
not undeſerving their Regard — to forbear ſoliciting 

ou, Sir, for any Tra within the two Creeks, till a 
— from England can be, on the faireſt Re- 
preſentation of the Difficulties laboured under, as you 
acquainted me, long ſince, with your Inability to refuſe 
Petitions, and to grant any Tracts whatſoever within 
thoſe Limits, though near, very near, the Place I ſet 
down on; for which, as it was without particular Leave, 
your Orders in a regular Manner, ſhould have been to 
the Attorney General, to proſecute me, and turn me 
off from ; — and that my Settlement on the Eaſtern or 
Middle Part of the Province, you was pleaſed to expreſs 
a Diſapprobation of, in the firft Place — but from which 
Proſecution, I found, as I forgot to mention, Upton now 
in Goal, though an irrregular Perſon (no Planter) I 
venture to call ſuch, was exempt and ſafe ; and, as to 
the latter Act of Commitment to Goal by Mr. Lloyd, 
can get no atteſted Copy of, which is ſaid to have been 
irregular, and I wanted to carry with me to compare, 
with the old Britiſb Cuſtoms and Forms. — Whatever 


may be the Conſequences, I leave the Settlers and Plan- 


tation I made with white People, at a great Expence, 


an unexpected good Crop of Rice, Corn, Pulſe and 


Cotton, fit for gathering in, and all Neceſſaries of Life 
in the Increaſe, the Earneſt of a future Proſperity, the 
Indian Friendſhip cemented, from which nothing but 
the ſiniſter Motives of others, and the withdrawing your 
Excellency's Protection, can now incline to recede. 

J learned, on the Road hither, a Piece of News that 
Mr. Kinlaugh, who honoured me with a Viſit, has ſoli- 


GRANTS by the GOVERNOR of SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


£2 Acres. | 
IEUT. Governor Bull 2000 on Great Sitilla River, Weſt of Thomas Shubrick, other Side vacant. 
John Drayton 2000 on ditto, Eaſt, by Thomas Shubrick, other Side vacant. 
Matthew Premer 550 onditto, South-Weſt, by William Brandford, other Side vacant. 
James Parſons 3350 on wy Eaſt, _ Side vacant, an impaſſable Swamp. 
inland Swamp, ed Phemerſon, White Oak, North-Eaſt, b 
Proback Howarth 700 William Middleton. f ü 9 


William Middleton — 2000 on ditto, North-Eaſt on Henry Middleton's. 
Arthur Middleton — 1000 North-Weſt Alatamaha River, other Sides vacant. 
Thomas Middleton — 1500 ditto, on Alatamaha, Eaſtward on Arthur Middleton's. 
Henry Middleton — — 3000 Plumer's Swamp, on White Oak, all Sides vacant. _ 
Henry Howarth — 1650 on Great Sitilla, South-Eaſt, on Mr. Bull's Land, other Side vacant. 
William Brentford — 3000 on Great Sitilla, Eaſt on Mr. Bremer, other Side vacant. 
David Oliphant ——— 2000 on Crooked Creek of Crooked River, all Sides vacant. 
David Plumer 500 on Great Sitilla, Weſt on Jane Sinclar other Side vacant. 
Jonathan Belton — 400 on ditto, Eaſt and Weſt, impaſlable Swamp. 
E n Leigh A1 ; on, Hermitage Swamp, and Buffalo Swamp at the Head of Turtle 


River, North-Weſt on James Poſtcal, other Sides vacant. 

William Hopton — 2000 on South Side of Alatamaha, all Sides vacant. 

Henry Lawrence 3000 on ditto, Eaſt, by Broughton's Iſland, reſt vacant. 

John Deas ——— — 2000 onditto, Welt on D. Deas's, South-Weſt on H. Lawrence, reſt vacant. 

Theodore Gowrdine — 650 on Great Sitilla, Weſt on David Plumer, reſt vacant. 

George Inglis — — 2000 on the Head of White Oak Creek, all Sides vacant. 

Thomas Shubrick — — 2000 on Great Sitilla, Eaſt on Governor Bull's, Weſt on John Drayton. 

John Burn 1000 on Southward of Alatamaha River, all Sides vacant. 

Jane Sinclaii — — 650 at Mexton's Bluff, on Great Sitilla, all Sides vacant. 

Samuel Bradford —— 1700 Near the "4 - — Creek, Weſt on Oliphant's, reſt vacant. 
3 on South Side of Alatamaha River, Eaſt on Richard Stephens, Weſt 

William Harvey 3000 f on William Heles. . | 

North Side of Great Sitilla, Eaſt on B. Haron, Weſt H. Howarth, 
reſt vacant. 

on the Head of Little Sitilla, inland Swamp, about three Miles 


Stephen Bull, jun. —— 7500 


William Hazard 18 f Welt of Spring Bluff. 

Benjamin Singleton 1000 on North Side of Great Sitilla, all Sides vacant. 

John Singleton 2000 Weſt, on Great Sitilla, all Sides vacant. | 

Darby Pendergraſs — 1200 3 ——_— e Weſt D. Deas's, South H. Lawrence, North 
David Deas 2000 Weſt, William Hopton's, North Alatamaha. 


in New Hanover on Buffalo Swamp, near the Head of Turtle River, 
James Poſtell 1000 South-Eaſt on Egerton Leigh, Weg Ph. Smith, other Sides vacant. 
William Jefferys 450 on Buffalo Swamp, North on Ph. Smith, reſt vacant. 
Iſaac Hayne . 1000 on ditto, on the Head of Green's Creek, all Sides vacant. 
William Middleton, jun 1000 an Iſland called Great Talbot, North on Alatamaha Sound, &c. 
Thomas Middleton — 3000 on a Neck on the North Side of St. Juan's River. | 
Shirving.; #& on the Head of Buffalo Swamp, South-Weſt on Mrs. Bee's, and 
James — 1000 f North-Weſt on Samuel Porcher's, North-Eaſt on James Noarth. 
John Joor — 1000 on Buffalo 3 on Ph. Smith, Weſt - —_—_ 1 
* on ditto, North-Weſt on Paul Porcher's, North- on Vame 
William Maine —— 1000 Flake, South-Eaſt on Eb. Poſtle. 
oſeph Elliot 600 on Amelia Iſland, all Sides vacant and Sea. 
hil. Smith — 1000 on Buffalo Swamp, Weſt, John Joor, North on James Shirving. 
8 oo 92 Dover Bluff, North-Eaſt on Southampton Creek, South-Weſt, 
Se 4 ö G. Noding. 


on Buffalo Swamp, South, John Glover's, South-Weſt and North- 
Thomas Smith —— 1650 f en Wel en Willa Main. * 


on ditto, South-Weſt, P. Porcher's, North-Weſt on Samuel Porcher, 
Suſannah Bee —— _—1000 South-Eaſt on Daniel Blake. 
George Noddings ——— 400 on Dover Bluff, North-Weſt on Ann Rogers. 
James Shirving —— 100 on Buffalo Swamp South on Ph. Smith's, Weſt on John Glover. 
Phil. Glat —— — 1000 on the Head of the main Branch of Turtle River. 
ohn Jo on a Branch of Little Sitilla, South on William Hazard and John 
J WFG Graſon. | | 
Richard Stevens 2000 on ditto, Weſt, John Joyner, South, John Graſon. 
John Graſon 2000 on ditto, Eaſt on William Hazard's, 3 en 
os on Buffalo Swamp, North-Weſt on Suſ. Bee, North- on John 
George Kinzaid 1150] Noarth's, South on William Main, South-Eaſt on Corn. Dupont. 
on ditto, South-Eaſt on William Main, North-Eaſt on Suſ. Bee, reſt 


Paul Porcher w——— — 1000 


vacant, 
oſeph Glover 1000 on ditto, Eaſt on James Sharving, others vacant. 
Parka Jeffreys —— 550 ditto, Eaſt on John Joor, reſt vacant. 
Cornelius Dupont 1000 North-Eaſt and South-Eaſt on Joſhua Dupont, reſt vacan 
86150 | 
Note, The Carolina-Grants on Rivers are one Perch in Front, four Back. The Lotts, then, of three 
thouſand Acres will be 
Chains Links Acres Links 
: 86 61 in Front a 


44 Back } meaſures 3000 51684 


9 : 6 
That is, one Mile, TWIT. Perches in Front, four Miles, two Furlongs, twenty-four Perches back. 
Colonel Middleton's Grant cannot have, it is believed, the three Back for one in Front, as the 
+ Georgian and Floridan Rules preſcribe. The Latitude, perhaps, of this Spot has not been elearly 
aſcertained, though it may be within the Charter of CARL ESõ II. 


I (9-3 | 
on three thouſand Acres on the River, and Dum's Creek, 
or rather ſchooner-navigable River, whoſe North Side 
will be about three Miles from me, — and one thouſand 
five hundred Acres are ſo ſettled on the other Side of 
the River below me, where I thought to have folicited 
a Tract, ſuch as permitted of 1 for the Con- 


veniency of fixing a Mill for my Village, as no fall of 
Water is yet found out on my Side, (as I think others 
have done with Succeſs) till I can bring it from Dum's 
Lake or River, — but both are too airy and flighty 
Thoughts for any fuch diſtinguiſhed Settler, therefore 
dropped them; | : 

As Mr. Ofwald drops the Thoughts of ſettling Colo- 
nies I hear, (and I know not of any other beſides that 
of the Bermudian Scheme) and the Hanoverian Gen- 
tlemen are gone back to ſettle in Carolina, perhaps, 
no other Perſon contends with me, in the weighty - 
Expenees of ſettling Whites in the Province, I have 
not only engaged to ſettle two hundred, but have be- 
gan the firſt Year, though at Liberty to wait till the 
third Year, to ſettle ſixty-ſeven, or to import them, 
one of which is dead unregiſtered, though her Expence 
was, in the Whole, defrayed, as to the Import. — A 
Queſtion ariſes from me, whether any Differance of 
Expence happens between importing eight hundred or 
a thouſand Negroes from Georgia, or even Carolina, to 
Eaſi- Florida, or my two hundred white People from 
England, with proper Neceſſaries to the ſame Province, 
and whether any Difference ariſes in Point of Conve- 
viency in my ſettling an inconvenient contiguous long 
Tract, moſt Part, and a great deal more run in a Pine- 
Barren, or Tracts ran agreeable to any ſmaller. Part of 
a Body of Negroes then poſſeſſed, or Number in Fa- 
mily, in a divided ſmaller Manner, where chiefly good 
Swamps, and very little Pine-Barren is included, and 
to whom will the Government give the Preference, and 
further in eſtabliſhing, and the Public give their Ap- 
- probation. ten 

I muſt now again requeſt and rely on your Ex- 
cellency's Protection of ſuch Settlers left behind me, 
and if any peremptory Orders are to iſſue reſpecting 

F them, 
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them, that you would. inform, ſome Days preyious to 
the Congreſs at Picolata, (as my Abſence renders my 
own Knowledge impoſſible) Mr. Lloyd, whom I leave 
to overlook my Affairs in my Abſence. With great De- 
ference, x 


J am, 


SIX, 
Your Excellency's moſt Obedient humble Servant. 


Denys RoLLE. 


Your Petitioner little thought to have met with fo 
much Obſtruction, as muſt appear to your Lordſhips, 
during the whole Courſe of this Memorial, to the lo- 
cating of his Land, — when the Encouragement ap- 
peared ſo great in other Colonies, eſpecially in Penhi- 
vania, whereon the following Obſervation was made 
in a Letter to John Pownall, Eſq; the preſent Secretary 
to the Lords of Trade and Plantation, in anſwer to a 
Requeſt of his to Mr. Evans of Philadelphia, for a De- 
ſcription of the Manner of ſettling Plantations; he 
there ſays: Let us ſuppoſe, that a Man, with his 
« Wife, who are worth little beſides Induſtry and Pa- 
<« tience, to find a Spot of Ground, not yet appro- 
* priated and improved, and Permiſſion is given him 
5 to ſettle there by the Lord of the Soil, (for in Pen- 
« flvania it is very common to ſettle and improve 
« without Warrant or Title to the Soil) and, I aſſure 
«© you, the ſtrict; Honour of the Proprietors to the 
4 Adventurers, and the excellent ¶Qconomy of his 
« Offices, and Eaſineſs of Acceſs and Fees, have con- 
c tributed infinitely more to the Improvement of this 
& Colony, than our ſo much celebrated Conftitution®*.” 

Your Petitioner raight, from the Circumſtances be- 
fore recited, be led rather to expect a Treatment equal 
to what one of the Cambel Family met with in the 


* This Letter was copied from one in the Guard-Book of 
the Society of Arts and Sciences, 


Province 


1 
Province of New-York, as related by Mr. Smith, in his 
Hiſtory of that Province, where that perſon had fo 
good Grounds to aſſure himielf of ſettling within that 
Province, by Promiſes of the Governor, that he pro- 
ceeded Home to Scotland, — diſpoſed of his Eſtate there, 
and embarked with a Number of Settlers, and all Ne- 
ceſſaries to make the intended Plantation. On Appli- 
cation for the Grant, he was refuſed by the Governor, 
and ruined thereby, and his Family now refides in low 
Circumſtances at New-York. 

This your Petitioner's Letter intimated at firſt to his 
Agent, met an Expreſs of his Death: — The Inſtrue- 
tions, however, were reccived by two People, whom 
he ordered to a& conjointly in regulating his Plantation, 
and Accommodation of the Indians, whoſe Friendſhip 
he ordered to be preſerved by every Method of an oblig- 
ing Behaviour; for which Purpoſe, he ſent one hundred 
Pounds? Worth of ſuch Things as they might be in Want 
of. The Death of one of theſe Agents alſo has prevented 
the neceſſary Information to him, of the ſeveral Parti- 
culars of Circumſtances attending his Settlement. He 
ſuppoſes, from ſome Intimations, that the Suit againſt 
his Hunter was very improperly ſupported, — that ſome 
Irregularities in his Settlement may have been encou- 
raged by Perſons in Power, — and that an Inability in 
ſome of the Settlers, introduced at the great Expence of 
your Petitioner, ſeem to intimate, ſome Methods of 
Subduction have been uſed. — Theſe are only Facts 
ſuſpected, and thought far from improbable in their Na- 
ture, from the fatal Experience of the Influence of Per- 
ſons in Power, during your Petitioner's Reſidence. — 
He hopes, from the State of thoſe Facts, to open a 
Scene worthy your Lordſhips' Inſpection, not to ſatis- 
fy any Rancour or Spleen of his own, for his Reaſon 
teaches him to avoid ſuch a Diſpoſition. — His Endea- 
vour has been to ſuppreſs any Inelination to cheriſh it. 
— He wiſhes the Advancement of this valuable Co- 
lony, and, if his Endeavours, as he hopes, appear hon- 
ourable, he doubts not of your Lordſhips' Recommen- 
dation to his Majeſty for the juſt Accommodation of 


himfelf, in ſettling a Plantation therein, 
72 That 
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That your Petitioner ſat down on this Spot, with 
a Deſign to erect a Town, becauſe the Situation 
was high and healthy, and the Narrowneſs of the 
River made it a Place of frequent Paſſage ; and it 
ed nearly in the Center of that Land that would 
—MEbably be given up by the [nd/ans, that your Petitio- 

ner 8 explained the Nature of the Land in the differ- 
ent W. ch the Governor, in his Letter dated 
February 11765, acknowledges to have been deliver- 
ed to him r. Greenan, wherein one Propoſal was, 
to grant him Vne thouſand Acres, or ſomewhat leſs, upon 
the Terms of the Governor's Proclamation, for the For- 
mation of a Town, and the Appropriation of a Miniſ- 
ter, and the Endowment of a School, your Petiti- 
oner intending to take his Allotment of twenty thou- 
ſand on the other Side the River, oppoſite to ſuch 
Town. — The Variety of Propoſals might ſeem light 
in your Petitioner, but had a reaſonable Foundation in 
the conſtant Objections to each Propoſal, and made it 
appear neelſery to form different Plans, that one might 
be accepted. To. exhibit it in one connected View, 
your Petitioner doubts not but your Lordſhips will col- 


„„ 


between the Governor an 
ſeven thouſand one hundred and forty, Acres Eaſt of the 


River, out of which he intended to take up his twenty 
thouſand Acres, or twenty thouſand Acres Weſt of the 


River, with which he hoped to have purchaſed one 


_ thouſand Acres for a Town abovementioned ; a very 
little of which Land was likely to be taken up by any, 
other Perſons, or to have two thouſand fix hundred 


Acres, in two Iſlands at the Entrance of the Great Lake, 


and the Reſidue of the twenty thouſand Acres upon the 
main Land, at a Place called Mount-Pleaſant; fill pre- 
' ſerving the Liberty of purchaſing the abovementioned 
one thouſand for a Town, at the ſame Place where 


your Petitioner firſt ſat down, and his, Colony ſtill-con-. 


tinues : but the twenty thouſand Acres, on the End 
ae 
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Side of the River, as propoſed by your Petitioner, but re- 
fuſed by the Governor, contains only one thouſand eight 
hundred and thirty Acres of good Land, as appears by the 
ſworn Deputy Surveyor's Plan and Schedule, herewith 
laid before your Lordſhips, without the Limits of which 
twenty thouſand Acres, but within the Tract of the 
forty-ſeven thouſand one hundred and forty viewed and 
ſurveyed by the ſaid Deputy Surveyor, there is a Tract 
of Land, as appears by the ſame Plan before your 
Lordſhips, of five thouſand Acres, may be run out ſo 
as to include one thouſand Acres of good ſwamp Land, 
which, with the preſent Mode of obtaining Grants, 
your Petitioner's Family might have poſſeſſed itſelf of, 
the like of which he might have done in reſpect of the 
fifteen hundred, either promiſed or granted to Mr. Grey's 
Family, whereon he, as beforementioned, wiſhed to 
have a Mill erected for the Benefit of his Town. Your 
Petitioner would not have preſumed to inſert any Di- 
reſſions or Remarks, but as they much influenced his 
Mind at the Times the different Occurrences happened, 
hechopes ſome may ſerve to elucidate Facts, and others 
nav afford uſeful Hints to the ſettling the Province of 
Eaſi Florida, that a great Expence, through which the 
_ Branches of his Family may ſuffer, and the 
oſs of time, in the Progreſs of his Colony, was occa- 
ſioned by the Diſcountenance and Obſtruction before- 
mentioned. All which your Petitioner humbly ſubmits 
to your Lordſhips* Conſideration, and hopes for ſuch 
Redreſs as ſhall ſeem met to your Lordſhips to recom- 
mend to his Majeſty. | 
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Copies of his Excellency Governor Grant's 


Letters; and alſo Copies of the rough 

Drafts from which Mr. Rolle Letters to 
the Governor were wrote, containing. the 
full Import of the ſame. _ 


$1 E. St. Auguſtine, 14th September, 1764. 


H 18 Majeſty's Order, dated at the Court of St. 


Fames's, the 23d of May, 1764, given upon a Re- 
preſentation from the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 
and Plantations to the King in Council, and by Advice 


of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy, Council to the 
GBbytrnor .or Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's 


Ptovinte of Eafl-Flrida, for the Time being, to cauſe 
twenty thouſand Acres of Land to be ſurveyed for you 


in one contiguous Tra&, and upon a Return of ſuch 


Survey to paſs a Grant for the ſame under the Seal of 
the Province, conſormable to His Majeſty's general 


Inſtructions, and the Terms, Conditions, and Reſer- 


vations contained in His Majeſty's ſaid Order, in che 


Preſence of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy 


Council, fall be carried into Execution as ſooh as the 


State of this infant ye will permit, but you ſee 


Sir, that is impoſſible at Preſent ; the Chief-Jufkice and 


Attorney-General ate both abſent ; without their Aſſiſt- 
ance the Council cannot be formed, and, as the Land- 


Surveyor is not yet arrived, no Warrant of ' Survey can 


be glven. 


But as à Delay ay be detrimental to your private- 
u 


Intereft, and to the Public Good of ſettling ſo large a 


Tra of Land in the Province, I take upon me ( having 
received His Majeſty's ſaid Order (to authoriſe you to 
go to Appalache, as ſoon. as you conveniently can, with 
ſuch People as you chuſe to carry with you. There is 
a Detachment of two Officers arid ſixty Men in the 
0 0 a Fort 
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Fort of St. Mar#'s at Appalache ; you may lodge the new 
Settlers in Safety in the Neighbourhood of the Fort, 
under the Protection of the Garriſon, where they may 
raiſe as much Indian Corn, and ſuch other Things, as 
will be neceſſary for their preſent Advantage and im- 
mediate Subſiſtence; but they muſt not, upon any 
Account, attempt to form any Plantation at a Diſtance 
from the Fort, *till you receive Information from me, 
that the Limits of the Indian hunting Country have 
been ſettled at a general Meeting of the Head-Men of 
the Creek Nation, which ſhall be called together as ſoon 
as poſſible ; indeed fome Steps have already been taken 
to bring that Meaſure about. 

From” all the Actounts which I have received, the 
Indians ſeem to be well diſpoſed to His Majeſty's Subjects; 
thoſe at Appalache have never had much Communication 
with Europeans, they are extremely ignorant of our 
Manners and Cuſtoms, and therefore muſt be treated at 
firſt with great Delicacy. You will have an Opportu- 
nity of inquiring particularly into their Diſpoſition after 
your Arrival at Appalache ; and if it appears ſafe to you, 
before the Limits are ſettled with thoſe Indians, you may, 
with ſuch Attendants, as ſhall appear to you to be neceſſary, 
take a Look of the Country, and fix upon the Tract of 
Land, where you ſhall chuſe to have the Survey made; 
and, in Obedience to His Majeſty's Order, a Land-Sur- 
veyor ſhall be ſent (as ſoon as poſſible after the Indian 
Congreſs is over) to ſurvey out the very Tra& you fix 
upon, as far as is conſiſtent with His Majeſty's general 
Inſtructions, and the Terms, Conditions, and Reſer- 
vations contained in His Majeſty's Order, given with 
the Advice and in Preſence of His Majeſty's moſt 
Honourable Privy Council. 1 

As I was under ſome Apprehenſion that you would 
proceed to Appalache, without calling here, as that ſeemed 
to be your Intention at London, I wrote to Mr. Stuart 
(the Superintendant of Indian Affairs for the Southern 
Department) to inform the Indians near Appalache, that 
ſome White People might probably come there to look 
at the Country, and to deſire them not to be alarmed 
. upon their Arrival, as they would not ſettle there with- 

„ out 
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out their Conſent; and I begged of him to aſſure them, 
that they would find thoſe White People good Neigh- 
bours, if they obtained their Conſent to cultivate a Part 
of the Country. In Caſe Mr. Stuart ſhould not have 
received that Letter, you have one encloſed for him to 
the ſame Purpoſe, which you will pleaſe to deliver upon 
your Arrival at Appalacht ; and in Caſe he ſhould not be 
there, you will be ſo good as to ſend him the encloſed 
Duplicate of that Letter, by the firſt Opportunity to 
2 4 
ieutenant Pompillone, the commanding Officer at 
Appalachi, was at Providence when I arrived there; I in- 
formed him that yau had an Order from His Majeſty 
for a conſiderable Grant of Land near Appalachs ; that 
you would probably get there ſoon, with a Number of 
new Settlers; and I deſired him to accommodate you 
with every Thing in his Power near the Fort; encloſed 
I take the Liberty to trouble you with a Letter for him 
to that Purpoſe. | 
I wiſh you much Succeſs in ſo laudable an Under- 
taking, and ſhall think myſelf extremely happy, if I 
can be of any Uſe to you from this Place, during your 
Reſidence at Fppalache. 2 7 | | 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


 Jamzs-GranT., 
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St. Auguſtine, September 245 1704, 
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F FLATTERED myſelf that my Letter of the 
14th Inſtant, accompanied with thoſe to Mr. Stuart, 
the Superintendant of Indian Affairs, and Lieutenant 
Pompillone, or Officer commanding at Appalachè, which 
I gave you to read the Day after your Arrival here, 
| a2 Were 
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were as full and as ſatisfactory as it was in my Power to 
make them, in the preſent State of the Colony. 

That Day, in Converſation at Dinner, I adviſed you 
to go to Appalache by Sea, you ſeemed deſirous to go 
by Land; I made it my Buſineſs to inquire how far 
that was practicable and ſafe at this Seaſon of the Year; 
and I was lucky enough to find a Guide for you who 
had been there, who has lived in the Indian Towns in 
that Neighbourhood, and who ſpeaks their Language. 
Captain Williams, who was formerly employed by 
General Oglethorp, and who is well acquainted with 
the Woods, likewiſe agreed to attend you with any 
Number of Hunters you ſhould chuſe to carry with 

ou, upon your giving a reaſonable Allowance to the 

Vhole for their Trouble; and I was happy to think 
that every Obftacle, attending a very fatiguing Journey, 
was removed as far as the Nature of the Thing would 
admit of. A few Days after you told me that it would 
be troubleſome and expenſive to carry all your People 
with you to Appalache, and that you had an Inclination 
to ſettle them upon St. John's River, neat the Fort of 
Picolata, I told you that you might place them wherever 
you pleaſed, that they ſhould enjoy the Fruits of their 
Labour for this Year, and that, upon their Application 
to me in Council, they ſhould have an Order of Survey, 
and afterwards a Grant of as much Land as was conſiſtent 
with the Terms of my In/{ru#ions ; but that I muſt con- 
ſider them as Grantees of Crown Land, and by no Means 
as People brought in by you to the Province. 

The 22d Inſtant, the Anniverſary of-His Majeſty's 
Coronation, you told me, a few Minutes before I went 
to Dinner with a pretty numerous Company, that 
was afraid you ſhould not be able to go to Appalache, and 
that you had ſome Thoughts of taking up your Grant 
of twenty thouſand Acres upon St. John's River, In An- 
ſwer to this Opinion of Denys Rolle, the Governor 
threatens, firſt of all, to make a ſtrong Repreſentation 
to the Board of Trade againft him for ſuch Alteration 
of his Opinion; then, after a Silence which he per- 
ceived in Denys Rolk, recollecting himſelf, praceeded, F 
then told you that, in Conſequence of His Majeſt Or- 
der in Council, you certainly was intitled to that N 

f and; 
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Land, in any Part of the Province you pleaſed ; but that 
ſuch Application muſt appear IT to Govern- 
ment, if it was made before you ſaw Appatache, as your 
original Application had been. made for a Grant of, 
Land at that Place, and as you had informed the Lords 
Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, that you was 
to go there, and had told me at London that you would 
probably not have it in your Power to come to this Place 
in your Way to Appalachi, on Account of the Expence 
which any Delay would put you to, (which I commu- 
nicated to their Lordſhips, as the Apprehenſion of an 
Alarm being given to the Indians by ſo expeditious a 
Meaſure gave me ſome Uneaſineſs) and I further ob- 
ſerved to you that ſuch a Change of Opinion was very 
Contrary to the Anxiety which you expreſſed to get to 
Appalachi, when you arrived here, upon Account of 
the Inhabitants which you expected to arrive there, in a 
Veſſel freighted by you from England. a 
When [ aſked you what you intended to do with thoſe 
People, if you fixed upon St. Fohn's River; your An- 
ſwer was, that you hoped that I would give them Land 
at Appalache, in the ſame Way as was to be done to 
other People- who came into the Province. I then ex- 
plained to you that; if thoſe People did not ſettle upon 
the Land which was to be granted to you, in Obedience 
to the King's Order in Council, they could not be 
conſidered as a Part of the People which you, accor- 
ding to the 'Ternis of that Order, was to ſettle in the 
Province; and that I could not give them a Grant of 
any Land, but upon a perſonal Application to me in 
Council; for which Reafon there would be an abſolute 
Neceſſity for their coming to this Place, if they did not 
fix upon the Land that was to be granted to you. This 
ſhould not appear extraordinary to you, as J have in- 
formed you, that, if a reſponſible Planter in any of the 
neighbouring Provinces was to engage to ſend a hundred 
Slaves to EꝗIH- Florida, T could not give an Acre to 
any * Agent ſent for that Purpoſe, if the Planter himſelf 
did-not appear in Perſon, to apply to me in Council for 
the Warrant of Survey. 


® See a Promiſe of the Governor's to Colonel Middleton's 
Agent, Page ( 
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I trouble you with this Letter, as you ſeemed by 
your Converſation this Day at Dinner, in a public 
Company at my Table, not to have underſtood what 
I thought had been fully explained ; therefore, Sir, that 
there may be no Miſtake, Irepeat to fyou again, that 
you, or your Agents, have a Right to apply, in Conſe. 
quence of His Majeſty's Order in Council, datcd at the 
Court of St. James's, the 23d of May, 1764, for a Sur- 
vey of twenty thouſand Acres of Land in one conti- 
guous Tract in any Part of the Province of Ea/t-Florida ; 
and that, upon the Return of ſuch Survey, a Grant 
ſhall be paſſed for that TraQ of Land, conformable to 
His Majeſty's Directions in His general Inſtructions, 
and the Terms, Conditions, and Reſervations contained 
in His Majeſty's ſaid Order in Council; but that ſuch 
People as you bring into the Province, and that you do 
not chuſe to ſettle upon that Tract of Land which is 
to be granted to you, can only be conſidered upon the 
footing of other Inhabitants who find their Way into 
the Province to look for a Settlement. 

The Breadth of a Tract of Land to be granted 
is to be one Third of the Length of ſach a Tract, 
and the Length of ſuch a Tract is not to extend 
along the Banks of any River, but into the main 
Land ; thoſe are the Words of His Majefty's Inſtruc- 
tions, which are very clear and expreſſive, though you 
was pleaſed to ſay, when I endeavoured to explain them 
to you to the beſt of my Power, that you had ſeen the 
ſame Thing more clearly expreſſed in an old Warrant 
of Survey granted in Sauth- Carolina. 

»The Governor's Deſcription of this Point of running 
out of Land in the Converſation mentioned, was — one 
in Front and two back. — The With of Denys Rolle, as 
a Settler, for a double Proportion only in Length to the 
Breadth, was prevented from occaſioning his Aſſent, 
eaſy to ſuch a Miſrepreſentation; as he knew, with 
ſome Certainty, the ſame to be a Miſtake, — he there- 
fore preſumed fo far as to expreſs, he believes, mathe- 

matically, the Meaſure of this Kind of Superficies, as 
ond one in Breadth and three in Length, — agreeable 


to Cloth Meaſnre by the Yard ; — but which * 
ion 
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ſion appeared to be taken as an Affront, though exact- 
ly agreeable to the written Inſtructions mentioned now, 
of His Majeſty in this Letter. K 
| If, after receiving this Letter, which, I flatter my- 
| ſelf is ſufficiently explicit, though not more ſo than 
my Words have been, you ſhould ſtill have any Doubt 
left with Regard to your Affairs in this Country, if you 
will take the Trouble to ſtate them in Writing, I ſhall 
endeavour, if it is in my Power, to ſolve them; but I 
beg to be excuſed from talking any more upon the Sub- 


ject. 
J am, 
SIX, 
Your maſi humble Servant, 
James GRANT 
81R | St. Auguſtine, Nov. 5, 1764. 


| SINE my Arrival in this Place I have been acquaint- 
| ed, that you are making a Settlement on the River 
St. Juan's, about forty Miles above Picolata ; and, as 
I am confident, from the Character I have heard of 
you, that it is not your Intention to benefit yourſelf at 
the Expence, or to the Prejudice of others, I take this 
Opportunity to acquaint you, that I did, in the latter 
End of the Year 1763, purchaſe, from the Subjects of 
Spain, for myſelf and others, all the Lands on this Side 
bordering on the River St. Juan's (except one Tract of 
about three Leagues in Front, next below Picolata) from 
the Mouth thereof to about the Latitude of Twenty- 
nine, and alſo the Lands on the other Side, from the 
ſame South Latitude as far North as the Rio Blanco, about 
four Leagues below de Pupo, a Plan and Conveyances 
of which Purchaſes may be ſeen at Mr. Hiſbe's, or in 
the Regi/ter's Office ; therefore I preſume you have un- 
4 knowingly 


. 
knowingly ſat down on ſorhe of thoſe Lands, but, I 
flatter myſelf, you will not perſiſt in occupying them 
after this Notice ; however, a few Lines, ſignifying 
your Reſolytion, will oblige me. | 


J am, 


+ & np ; 
Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
IR 1 | y + 1d Jonx Gok po. 
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Copy of a Letter from Denys Rolle to John Gordon, Ef. 
The Narrows, St. John's River, Nov. 21, 1764. 
SIR. . 


OUR's I received, and ſhould have duly anſwered 
by the Return of Mr. Wilſon, by whom I received 
it; but intended at that Time to have come to Aug 
tine as ſoon as his Return probably would be. Being 
delayed, I would no longer omit informing you, that my 
Intentions in proceeding to ſettle had the moſt equita- 
ble Foundation, as you, Sir, are pleaſed to ſuppoſe. 
The Declaration at the Board of Trade, concerning the 
prior Sales of Land in the Florida's, encouraged me to 
ſet out from England to ſettle a Colony in this Pro- 
vince. The Declaration of his Excellency the Gover- 
nor, at Auguſtine, that he had Directions to have no 
Reſpect to ſuch prior Sales, r me to proceed at 
large to my Choice, agreeable to the King's Order. In 
this I have acted agreeable to ſtrict Honour and Juſ- 
tice ; and, being under his Excellency's Direction and 
Protection, hope it will not be imputed ungenteel in 
my referring you to him, in clearing up any Doubts on 
this Point, 4885 
J am, 

With due Reſpect, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 


n Denys ROLLE. 


1% *Copy 
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Jaan 15, 1765. 
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M. Llad, my Agent, on his Arrival here, having 
V informed me that there was fomething in the 
Tranſmiſſion of Petitions for Land to your Secretary's 
Office had been eſteemed improper by your Excelleney; 
leſt there might be any Thing tranſacted contrary to 
my Intention without my Knowledge, or, through any 

nadvertence in myſelf, L might have given actual Cauſe, 
or lain my Conduct open to your juſt Reprehenſion, 1 
take the Liberty now of acquainting you with my real 
Act, and expreſs my Apology for the ſame. 

When my Surveyor, Fairchild, was at Auguſtine, he, 
two different Fimes, enquired at your Secretary's 
ce as to the Methods of Application for Grants of 

Land. and Forms of Petition, and, at a third Fime, 
L think, the Obligation of the perſonal Attendance of 
the Petitioner, whether it was ta be at the Time of 
lodging the Petition, and a ſecond Attendance at the 
Time of your Excellency's conſidering of the ſame, as 
the Petitioner's Diſtance from Auguſtine would render an 
Expence in the Attendance. The two former were an- 
ſwered by a written preſcribed Form being delivered; 
and as to the latter your Secretary's Clerk alledged, that 
the Petition might be ſent up, that there would be a Day 
appointed for the Conſideration of the Petition for the - 
Grant, and he ſhould have Notice of it, that the Pe- 
titioners might perſonally attend. This ſeemed to be 
agreeable to your Proclamation, and the Terms were 
followed in each of the five Petitions ſent from Perſons 
at this Place, and were put under a Cover directed to 
your Secretary, agreeable, as I thought, to the Inti- 
mations from the Office, and what, I apprehended, was 
the general common Method to be purſued by all Peti- 
tioners, and ſent by an Opportunity then offering of a 
Perſon here, one Knnulands, going to Augu/tine; which, 
as there was no Notice to be taken of the ſame till an 


G appointed 


( & 2 


knowing/y iy down on ſome of thoſe Lands, but, I 
e 


fatter myſelf, you will not perſiſt in occupying them 
after this Notice; however, a few Lines, ſignifying 
your Reſolytion, will oblige me. 


J am, 
"4 & 8 
Your gi obedient humble Servant, 
gb b io] Jon GorDoN, 


» 


* — * 


* 
— 


_— 


* 


Cepy of Letter from Denys Rolle t John Gordon, E/. 
The Narrows, St. Jobn's River, Nov. 21, 1764. 
S TI * 


OUR's I received, and ſhould have duly anſwered 
by the Return of Mr. Vidſon, by whom I received 
it; but intended at that Time to have come to Auguſ- 
tine as ſoon as his Return probably would be. Being 
delayed, I would no longer omit in forming you, that my 
Intentions in proceeding to ſettle had the moſt equita- 
ble Foundation, as you, Sir, are pleaſed to ſuppoſe. 
The Declaration at the Board of Trade, concerning the 
prior Sales of Land in the Florida's, encouraged me to 
ſet out from England to ſettle a Colony in this Pro- 
vince. The Declaration of his Excellency the Gover- 
nor, at Auguftime, that he had Directions to have no 
Reſpect to ſuch prior Sales, permitted me to proceed at 
large to my Choice, agreeable to the King's Order. In 
this I have acted agreeable to ſtrict Honour and Juſ- 
tice; and, being under his Excellency's Direction and 
Protection, hope it will not be imputed ungenteel in 
my referring you to him, in clearing up any Doubts on 
this Point. | 
J am, 

With due Reſpect, 

Dur obedient humble Servant, 


„ Denys ROLLE. 


2% *Copy | 


. | 
cu of a Letter from Denys Rolle iv Gavernar Grant. 
| January: 15, 1765. 
SIX. * 


M* Lloyd, my Agent, on his Arrival here, having 
YE informed me that there was fomething in the 
Tranſmiſſion of Petitions. for Land to your Secretary's 
Office had been eſteemed improper by your Excellency ; 
leſt there might be any Thing tranſacted contrary to 
y Intention, without my Knowledge, or, through any 
nadvertence in myſelf, I might have — actual Cauſe, 
or lain my Conduct open to your juſt Reprehenſion, I 
take the Liherty now of acquainting you with my real 
AR, and expreſs my Apology for the ſame. 
When my Surveyor, Fairchild. was at Auguſtine, he, 
8 two different Fimes, enquired at your Secretary's 
L 


ice as to the Methods of Application for Grants of 
d and, Forms of Petition, and, at a third Time, 

L think, the Obligation of the perſonal Attendance of 
the 1 whether it was ta be at the Time of 
lodging the Petition, and a ſecond Attendance at the 
Time of your Excellency's conſidering of the ſame, as 
the Petitioner's Diſtance from Auguſtine would render an 
Expence in the Attendance. The two former were an- 
ſwered by a written preſcribed Form. being delivered; 
and as to the latter your Secretary's Clerk alledged, that 
the Petition might be ſent up, that there would be a Day 
appointed for the Conſideration of the Petition for the 
Grant, and he ſhould have Notice of it, that the Pe- 
titioners might perſonally attend. This ſeemed to be 
agreeable to your Proclamation, and the Terms were 
followed in each of the five Petitions ſent from Perſons 
at this Place, and were put under a Cover directed to 
your Secretary, agreeable, as I thought, to the Inti- 
mations from the Office, and what, I apprehended, was 
the general common Method to be purſued by all Peti- 
tioners, and ſent by an Opportunity then offering of a 
Perſon here, one Knulands, going to Auguſtine; which, 
as there was no Notice to be taken of the ſame till an 


1 > appointed 


( 70 ) 
appointed Time, wherein, if I have miſtook, or, if pre- 
vious * the Petitions to the Office, which, from 
what your Excellency mentioned, that if two were 
lodged for the ſame Land, the firſt only, as appeared 
by the Date of the Reception, would be noticed, I 
thought proper to diſpatch it, if in either. 

Surveyor had enquired at your Secretary's Office 
as to the Method of petitioning for Land, and as to the 
Time of the perſonal Attendance of the Petitioners on 
your Excellency. A written Form was delivered him for 
the Petitions, and the Attendance was diſtinguiſhed to 
be on ſome future Day not yet fixed on, but of which 
Notice would be given to Mr. Fairchild, and that the 
Petitions might be ſent into the Office at any previous 
Time. Your Excellency's Intimation, that the prior 
Applications would have the Preference, occaſioned the 
Diſpatch of the five Petitions ſent from hence by an 
Opportunity then offering, by one Know!lands going to 
Auguſtine, and were incloſed in a Cover, directed to Mr. 
Dunnet; to whom I did not think it neceſſary to ſay any 
Thing, as he was appriſed of the Deſign by the former 
Enquiries. This, I hope, Sir, will take off the Im- 
putation of any deſigned Omiſſion of Reſpect to you, 
being ever willing to follow your preſcribed general 


Rules. 
Jam, 
With great tn 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Denys RoLLE. 


Auguſtinc, 


* 
Auguſline, Jan. 16, 1765. 


S I X, 


YOUR Letter of the 15th Inſtant J have juſt receiv-. 


ed, concerning Petitions for Lands, ſent ſome Time 
ago to Mr. Dunnet, under your Cover. 
I have informed the People, who were ſettled upon 


St. John's River before my Arrival in this Province, 


that they ſhould profit of the Fruits of their Labour for 
one Year, that Warrants of Survey ſhould be iſſued as 
ſoon as poſſible, and that Grants ſhould be made out to 
them for the Lands which they had taken Poſſeſſion of, 
as far as was conſiſtent with His Majeſty's Inſtructions. 

Since I came into the Province, f receive Petitions, 
upon perſonal Application only, and though it is not in my 
Power to iſſue Warrants of Survey (as the Land Sur- 
veyor appointed by His Majeſty is not arrived) yet, up- 
on ſuch perſonal Application, I dire& Petitions ta be 
received and numbered, and I permit the Petitioners, 
if they chuſe it, to ſettle upon the Lands, when I am 
convinced of the Probability of Cultivation. 

The firſt Act of the Land Surveyor, after his Arrival, 
ſhall be to ſurvey out to you twenty thouſand Acres of 
Land, in Obedience to His Majeſty's Order, which you 
have delivered to me, but_it is not in my Power to 
make any Addition to that Tract of Land, in Conſe- 
quence of His Majeſty's Permiſſion for an additional 
thouſand Acres of Land to the Family Right. Accord- 
ing to the Terms of my Proclamation, that Permiſſion 
only extends to reſponſible Planters, who make Appli- 
cation to the Governor, and does not comprehend Gen- 
tlemen who have received Orders from His Majeſty for 


Tracts of Land in this Province; to ſuch Tracts the - 


King only can make Additions. 

From the Steps which I have taken, and from the Let- 
ters which I have received from the Superintendant of In- 
dian Aﬀairs for the Southern Department, I flatter myſelf, 
that I ſhall be able to have a Meeting with the head Men 


of the Creek Nation, and ſettle the Limits of theirhunting 


Ground, before the Settlement of your Eftate can give 


them 


— — q 
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them any Offence; and therefore I am willing and anxi- 
ous to have it ſurveyed, to avoid putting you to any 
unneceſſary Expence by a Delay. 

But, till thoſe Limits are ſettled, no Warrant of Sur- 
vey will be iffued for any Land above Picolata, except 
for your twenty thouſand Acres; and even aſter our 
Limits with the Hudians“ have been aſcertained, I ſhall 
be very cautious in the Choice of the People to be fixed 
In their Neighbourhood, as the Differences which His 
Majeſty's Subjects have had with thoſe Savages have al- 
always been occaſioned by the Irregularities of the 
American Wood-men, I muſt, therefore, be very care- 
ful to guard againft any Inconvenience of that Kind, 
as the ef Arbearance of a Diſpute with our Indian 
Neighbours would put a total Stop to the Settlement of 
this infant Colony, and, of Conſequence, deprive Great 
Britain of the Advantages which muſt ariſe from ſo va- 
luable an Acquiſition to his Majefty's Dominions. 

If any Miſtake happened betwixt the deputy Clerk of 
the Council and your Surveyor, I cannot help it; but 
Inconveniencies of that Kind may eaſily be avoided, if 
you will take the Trouble to write to me when you have 
apy Buſineſs. 

An Apology. was not neceſſary for the Want of 
Form in the 'Iranſmiffion of the Petitions, I was only 
forry that I could not pay,Attention to them upon that 
Account. * *. * 4. 3h TM. 


Fa 
81R, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


James GraAnT. 


_—_— 


* 0 
- _— 3 * —— 
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SIX, 8 
1 HAVE been favoured with your Letter of the 29th 


ultimo by Mr. Greenan, who, at the ſame Time, 
| delivered 


ww 


6139 
delivered the Plan of a Town, and other Settlements” 
projected by you, at the Narrows of St. John's River 
above the Fort of Picolata. 8 
If you wiſh to extend your Plan, that, as I have al- 
ready told you, can only be done by applying at Home, 
for it is not in my Power to make any Addition to the 
Tract of Land which is to be ſurveyed out to you in 
Terms of His Majeſty's Order. MET? | 
I cannot deviate frem the Words contained in the 
King's Order; your” Tract muſt therefore be contigu- 
ous; and, of Oottrſe, your extra Settlement becomes 
impracticable; for I cannot give Grants of Land d 
People who petition for them, in order to transfer 
their Rights to you, as the very laſt Orders I received- 
at the Board of Trade were to prevent, diſcourage, and 
uard, as much as poſſible, againſt Franſactions of that 
Kind, as that Method had been. followed by People in 
different Provinces, to get large Tracts of Land into 
their Poſſeſſion ; of which Meaſures their Lordſhips ex- 
preſſed the ſtrongeſt Diſapprobation, 

It does not appear to me, at this Diſtance, of what 
Utility a Settlement at the Narrows can be of to you, 
as you intend to have your Tract of Land ſurveyed out 
at a Place which is thirty-five Mites further up the Ri- 
ver ; and it does not juſt occur to me, that marking 
out a Town can be of any great Advantage to the Pro- 
vince, as there are no Inhabitants to live in it 3 for 
you will give me Leave to obſerve, that the People 
who have gone up the River to you, will only ſtay there 
as long as you chuſe to feed them; for they have never 
been conſidered as a permanent People any whore. I care 
have no Odjection to your ſettling any body you pleaſe 
upon your own Eſtate, but I would not, upon any 
Account, give Land to thoſe People in that Part of the 
Province, till leſs at the very Place where the ant 
are likely to paſs frequently, on Account of the Nar- 
rowneſs of the River. N. fiw 1 

As it is not in my Power to agree to your-extts Set- 
tlement, I thought it right to tell you ſu, without waits 
ing for your Arrival in Town; for you will ſee, from 

8 what 


„ 
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what I have ſaid, that I am not at Liberty to judge of 
the plauſible Reaſons which you ſay you have to alledge 


for the Meaſure. | 
Lou may be aſſured that no Applications from others 


ſhall preclude you from making Propoſals about an Ia- 


dian Store. | 
Mr. Debrahm arrived here a few Days ago. I have 


Mued the Warrant of Survey for your twenty thouſand 
Acres. He goes himſelf upon the general Survey of 
the Southern Diſtrict, but he ſends the Deputy he 
brought from Georgia to you, who, he ſays, is a good 
Surveyor, and has much Practice; at my Deſire, he 
likewiſe ſends Mr. Fairchild, which I thought would be 


agreeable to you. 
Jam, 
STR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


JAuks GRANT. 


* 8 — » 


ü St. ' Auguſtine, Feb. 4, 1765. 
8 R, 
OUR Agent Mr. Llyd's Name has been inſerted 


in the Commiſſion of the Peace for this Province, 
but, as I am willing to ſave him the Trouble of a Jour- 
ney to this Place, I take the Liberty of ſending you in- 
cloſed Copies of the State Oaths and Declaration, and 
of the Oath of a Juſtice of Peace for this Province. 
Which you are hereby impowered to adminiſter to 
him, to qualify him to act as a Juſtice of the Peace. 
You will pleaſe to make him ſign the Declaration, 
which he is likewiſe to do at the Secretary's Office the 
firſt Time he comes to St. Auguſlinc. | 


Mr. 


15.) ; | 

Mr. Way, the deputy Surveyor has been taken ill, 

and, I am afraid, will not be able to attend you; but 

Mr. Fairchild will probably ſet out To- morrow or 
next Day. 


J am, 


SIX, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


James GRANT. 


Copy of a Letter from Denys Rolle to Governor Grant. 
The Narrows of St. John's River, March 18, 1765. 


SIX, 
JMAGINING it to be my Duty for your neceſſary In- 


formation, I take the Liberty of relating ſome Inti- 
mations given me lately by the Indian Philoti reſpecting 
Mr. Hilſon, to whom you gave a Licence for ſettling a 
Store. Having expected to have the Hire of his Boat, 
as offered me, to go to Savannah, as ſoon as he had 
ſettled himſelf, I happened to aſk Philokit, who made me 
a Viſit lately with his Family, whether he had been at 
Mr. Wilſon's Store, at the Place called Clement's Bluff, 
as deſcribed to me he had choſe. He anſwered me, he 
had not, nor knew of ſuch Store ; and further ſaid, the 
Indians would not agree to it. This I imagined proceed- 
ed from his great Attachment to Mr. Spalding, whom 
he calls his Friend, and was known at his Store here- 
tofore on Scitilla, I think, for eight Years, as I am 
told. I acquainted him then that Mr. Wilſon had been 
at Latchaway to aſk Leave, before he proceeded up the 
River, having ſtopped at Picolata for that Purpoſe ; and 
that I remembered he had Leave, and that he expect- 
ed Andrew Barnet, the Indian Trader, to meet him on 
Ocklewaw River as ſoon 2s he ſhould get up thither, in 
order to chuſe the moſt convenient Spot, Philati an- 
ſwered, that none of the Heads of their Tribe were at 


Latchaway, 


; . | 

Late „being all out on the Hunt; and that he was 
certain they would not agree to his ſettling above Mr. 
Salding's Store; but that below he might ſettle, and 
ſeemed deſirous of my letting him know of it, to pre- 
vent Damage that might accrue: Though he ſpoke of 
that from other Indians, yet, his Earneſtneſs ſeemed to 
indicate his own Mind. Afterwards, before he left me, 
he ſaid he would wait on your Excellency in a few 
Days, to acquaint you himſelf of it. As I had propoſed 
to you, Sir, the ſettling of a Store oppoſite this Place, I 
thought it adviſeable to mention the Intention to him, 
if it ſhould be agreeable to the Headmen of the Nation 
and your Excellency at the future Congreſs. He ſaid 
it was quite agreeable to them all for my ſettling 
there, and eſtabliſhing a Store for furniſhing them with 
Neceflaties' they ſhould want. I thought fit to relate 
the Whole of this Converſation, on a Point that might 
draw ſome Imputation of Miſconduct or Partiality in 
myſelf ; and herein muſt aver, that I have not let Paſ- 
fion or Prejudicc {way me, in the leaſt; Partiality in 
Favour of Mr. Spalding, or Mr. Hilſon, preferring ei- 
ther's Intereſt, or of my own Propoſal, loſing Sight of 
that Point of View I had in my, Plan, the Intereſt of 
the Mother Kingdom; I. can only obſerve, that ſome. 
Jealouſies may àriſe to create Diſguſt of my Propoſal, 
as, in the Abſence of Mr. Spalding, who is gone to Sa- 
ventiab, his Interpreter came, bither,. two Days after 
Philaki left me, in Purſuit of him, agreeable, as he ſaid; 
to general Orders left with him, when any Indian in 
Debt at their Store preſumed to go to anather. Philiko's 
Viſit was intended as a Compliment, but, having three 
Skins belonging to himſelf and Sons, and wanting ſome 
Powder and Bullets, he propoſed tp barter the ſame, 
I told him 1 had no Store as yet, only juſt a Supply for 
the People with me ; but, to oblige him, and ſhew the 
Nature of my intended future Dealings with them, I 
would let him have them, and I took Pains to explain 
every Thing to bim; which gave great Satisfaction, 
and, I hope, will prove of general Advantage. When 
your Excellency mentioned you had no Objection to a 


Store 
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Store being ſettled through m) Encouragment, I did 
not aſk what Quantity of Land would be granted wit 
this Store, ſuppoſing it agreeable to the Terms of Pro- 
ſclamation, according to the Number of his Family, 
which ſhould reſide and ſettle at ſuch Store. One of 
the Petitions, ſent under my Direction to the Secretary's 
Office, had in Conſideration ſuch Allotment of Land; 
and would have been followed by a perſonal Applica- 
tion, as imagined from Mt. Fairchild's Information from 
the Office, had been the proper one required ; which 
leads me to the Intimation of a Report ſpread on this 
River, at the Return of one Johnſon, who had been to 
wait on your Excellency to petition for Land, and Mr. 
Davis, That no Perſon reſiding here with me ſhould 
& ever have any Grants of Land in this Province, and 
e that the Petitions ſent in under my Direction, were 
© thrown under the Table.” I take the Liberty of re- 
lating this as a Report only, without any real Founda- 
tion, or more than a Non correſpondenogwith your 
Sentiments and will, to eſtabliſh a thorough Settlement 
of the Province in ſome Perſons, whoſe Station in Life 
ſhould direct to a different Comportment, and which, 
however, it will anſwer their Ends I know not, but 
may render my Settlement more difficult, ſingular and 
trifling as it is, if continued to a ſecond and third Ad- 
venturer, may diſcoutage a greater Number of more 
important Undertakings. I am ſorry to mention Fair- 
child's Name again to you; but ſince you troubled 
yourſelf with ſpeaking to him, and he came to Mr. 
Greenan's the next Day purſuarit to it, and Mr. Gree- 
nan's Converſation the very Morning preceding my 
ſeeing him, might lead him to-an Offer to adjuſt the 
Account of Monies received, atid Wages due ; the 
Ballance of which he, ſuppoſing it againſt him, offer- 
ed, before Mr. Greenan, to repay me, and fetch the 
Money directly. As I found a Difinclination to his 
ſtanding firm to ſerve me the Year, as agreed, for 
twenty Pounds, and could not depend on a willing 
Mind, I diſengaged him from ſuch Bargain, on his 
paying me the Ballance. He went away, and returned 
afterwards, to ſay he would not pay any, and Mr. 
reendny 


9 
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Greenau, the next Morning, at his intended Plantation, 
told me, it was quite inconſiſtent with his Office to at- 
tend any Service of mine; the Contrary of which, 
told him, I had heard from your Excellency — That h 
might go with me, attend my Orders when on my pri- 
vate Employment, when, as permitted by my Bargain, 
to enjoy the Station of Surveyor, to adhere ſtrictly to 
his Oath and Directions. I took him, Sir, on Trial 
at firſt, with Intention of encouraging him further, as 
I found he deſerved; if capable of being an Overſeer + 
I might enlarge that Stipend of twenty Pounds a Year 
accordingly, which Sum I ſpecified he might depend 
on; he anſwered, he was fatished, I took him when 
he was uncertain of that Place he now enjoys. He 
ſerved me with the expected Permiſſion to ſurvey Lands 
if he could get the Poſt, ſuch as were on this River, 
particulariſed, as not calling bim ſo much out of 
Service. I took him from a Place he knew he ſpent 
more than de earned, and, being in Debt, had the 
Sum of twenty Dollars of mine at one Time, fore- 
ftalling any Wages due, in order to pay ſome. Mr. 
Greenan informed me, with ſome expreſſive Emphaſis, 
that their was Money due at Roget's for. Neceflaries 
bought when he was at {ugu/{ine on my Buſineſs. He 
was a very few Days there on my Account all Times 
put together; and when I left him to bring Cattle juſt- 
ly bought, there was a dark Affair I am not at Liberty. 
to clear up, though 1 ſent different Times about it, and 
Mr. Greenan, when here, ſaid, could be done to my 
ſatisfaction, he prevented my Application one Day for 
Redreſs by Law, the next Morning I was abuſed in bis 
own Parlour, and refuſed the Cattle at laſt, | 

The Bill at Rzget's I here is large, but not chargeable 


by Mr. Fairchild on me: He knows himſelf where the 


Incoavenience ariſes, but I need not inform any in 
Town, I believe. — I wiſh his Diligence, c. may 
meet with Approbation ; but when I conſider myſelf 
abſtractedly as an infant Settler, the Colony unformed, 
— Law, though open, -peculiar Contrivances adopted 
to the Caſe, Convenience, and Indigence, even of 
young Coloniſts, not as yet ſubſtituted, — the _ 


EW: wy 
the Weight and Authority of fome already eſtabliſhed 
in Office, I thought might make Equity flow eaſily to 
private Individuals, and that Contracts would be pre- 
ſerved in Fact, though wanting ſome neceſſary Forms. 
In this Light I have confidered a Juſtice of the Peace in 
England, as a fine Succedaneum to Law, or an Umpire 
between Equity and Rigour of the Law ; and when 
that Office bas been executed with, or rather held only 
by a Perſon of a peaceable, virtuous Diſpoſition, the 
Blefling and Praiſe of his Neighbourhood out- lived him. 
Il beg your Pardon for this Digreflion (if it is ſo) but 
American infant Colonies have ever been diſtracted, ei- 
ther by the ſiniſter Arts of neighbouring Colonies, or 
private Connexions within it's own. I was fore warned 
of it, — and did expect ſome Interruptions; the for- 
mer I experienced firſt at Charles Town, the latter in the 
Cattle abovementioned ; for, though Uncharitableneſs 
in myſelf to purchaſe at Moidore a Head, another mighe 
purchaſe with Juſlice,—my Boat loft, perhaps, through 
—— wy: diſappointed in Affidavits feared 
to be made, and ſome others already troubling your 


Ss. He r ARS. 77. 


R Excellency too much about, yet, muſt ſerve for Re- 
0 flexion and Advice to myſelf. I am now going to view 
e ſome other Lands before I leave this Province, and re- 
"= turn to England, and ſhall acquaint you with any Thing 
- material arifing therefrom. | ö 
yo . 4 
d I am, 
, Mur Excellency's moſt obedient humble Servant, 
K | 

\ DNS Reis, 
2 a | | N 
H. S. I omitted mentioning to his Excellency, — 
4 That Mr. Greenan ſtood by when Fairchild came and 
| eaded for him againſt my Bargain of twenty Pounds a 
1 ear, and ſaid, that J could not allow bim leſs chan 4 
' | Crown a Dey, or he alſo pleaded for Rounely on the 
4 Hale of the Cattle, though he offered and ſaid, he could. 
'f tranſact it, and ſettle it when with me at my Settlement, 
. and now he parlied with me to have eleven or twelve 
\e * b 2 Head 


Head of Cattle inſtead of the fourteen for the Price ſti- 
pulated of nineteen Pounds, two or three being killed 
cr loſt, : 


- * 
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OO Sti Augyſline, March 21, 1764. 
SIX, | 

I WAS favoured this Morning with your Letter of 

the 18th Inſtant, and am obliged to you for the 
Copy of the Courſes, obſerved by Arnuton, upon St. 
John's River, and for the Extract upon Coffee from 
the Natural Hiſtory of Jamaica; I wiſh that Shrub 
may ſucceed in this Province. Wilſon and Spalding have 
both obtained Licences from me to trade with the In- 
dians, but in different Places, ſo that they cannot inter- 
fere with one another : Each of them - will have a 
Party amongſt the Indians, as all Indian Traders have, 
and that Sort of party Work has ſometimes occaſioned 
Diſturbances: I endeavour to guard againſt that Incon- 
venience by keeping the Traders at a Diſtance; but 
Governors of different Provinces ſend Traders to the 
ſame Town, which has been the Caſe with regard to 
South-Carolina and Georgia for ſome Years. 

Both Wilſon and Spalding have given Security to ob- 


ſerve their Inſtructions. 1 ſhould imagine, from your 


Account, that Spalding has not obſerved his Inſtructions; 
for no Trader is permitted to give Credit to Indians; 
and Spalding's Interpreter following Philokt was an Irre- 
gularity into which I ſhall enquire. | 

Indians may have favourite Traders, but they never 
pretended to fix the Number of them. Pbiloli, I ſup; 
poſe, is a Friend of Spalding's ; he has been with me 
fince he left you; I have given him Proviſ ons; he is 
in very Good-humour, but did not pretend to mention 
to me any Thing about the Trade of the Nation, he 
has not Authority to talk upon that Subject. Your 


having an Indian Store at Mount-Pleaſant will be quite 


agreeable to me whenever you chuſe to apply for the 
| _= Licence. 
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Licence. I wiſh it was in Power to put the whole In- 
dian Trade of the Creek Nation into ſo good Hands; 
but be ſo good as not to ſay any Thing about Trade or 
Settlement to Indians, for I am very cautious about 
talking upon thoſe Subjects to them till the Arrival of 
the Superintendant, left I ſhould countera any Thing 
which he has ſettled ; beſides, there is a Plan for ſettling 
Indian Affairs under the Conſideration of the Lords 
Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, which has 
not yet been determined upon by their Lordſhips, but 
I expect ſoon to receive their final Orders upon it; the 
Heads of the Plan have already been tranſmitted to me, 

A Licence to an Indian Trader does not preclude him 
from being a Planter, but it does not intitle him to a 
Trac of Land near the Store; the Licence is annual, 
permanent Property upon. that Account would be in- 
conſiſtent, = 

I do not talk to a Mr. Johnfton or- a Mr. Davis about 
the Plan of Settlement of this Province : Pray do not 
give Attention to ſuch idle Reports, The People at 
Mount-Pleaſant, as J have told you, I can only conſider 
as Settlers upon your Eſtate when you fix upon it, 
otherwiſe you may believe I ſhould not permit them to 
ſettle upon Crown Lands without making Application 
to me; for you know well, if that was not the Caſe, 
that I ſhould be objiged to direct the Attorney General 
to proſecute them for a Treſpaſs againſt the Crown, as 
they have taken Poſſeſſion of Crown Lands without aſk- 
ing my Conſent, | 

With Regard to Petitions for Land, I beg Leave to 
refer you to my Letter of the 16th of January. I have 
never thought of that "Tranſaction fince I explained it 


to you. Fairchild I really wiſhed to attend you, as you 


{ſeemed defirous to have him. ] ſaid as much to him as 
I could, but it would not have. been decent for me to 
go greater Lengths. I cannot enter into private Ac- 
counts, but I am ſorry that Fairchild, or any other Per- 
ſon's Conduct has given you Uneaſineſs. 

If you have been ill uſed in any Bargain, the Law 
of England is in Force, the Courts of Judicature have 
long been formed, the Chief Juſtice is upon the Spot, 

oh. . b% in - 
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in his Abſence an aſſiſtant Judge was appointed, the 
Courts were regularly formed and adjourned every Day, 
of which the Attorney General could have inform 
— Mr. Forbes, the Clergyman, Mr. Catheroad, the 

oſpital Surgeon, and Mr. Greenan, the Regiſter and 
Naval Officer, who are all known to you, are the act- 
ing Juſtices of the Peace in Town, and I muſt truſt to 
thoſe Gentlemen to do every Thing in their Power for 
the Convenience of young Colonifts ; for, peculiar Con- 
triuances, where Points of Law are concerned, is not in 
my Power to ſubſtitute, and ſo you will be good enough 
to excuſe me from entering more particularly into thoſe 
Matters, unleſs you enter a regular Complaint againſt 
a particular Perſon, for not executing his Office, then 
the Affair will properly come before me. 

T wiſh you much Succeſs in your intended Journey. 
It is to be hoped you will find ſuch a Tract of Land as 
yu wiſh for : You know the Warrant of Survey is in 

orce, and the Surveyor ready to attend you, I ſhal! 
be glad to hear of the Diſcoveries you make. 


And I am, 
81 R, 
Your me/t humble Servant, 


James GaANT. 


[ 
| 
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St. Auguſtine, April 23, 1 768 


1 HAVE been favoured with your Letter of the 20th 
Inſtant, with a Liſt of Grants made by the Gover- 


nor of Carolina, to the Southward of the Altamaha, 


I obſerve, that moſt of thoſe Tracts are ſituated in 
that Part of the ceded Country which has been annex- 
ed to the Province of Gcorgia, and that three only of — 

| 0 Wnole 


6239 

hole Number are comprehended within the Limits of 
this Province; and, till very lately, I apprebended 
that no Grant had been completed within this Province, 
in Conſequence of the Warrants of Survey iflued by 

Governor Boone. But, ſome Time ago, about a Mont 
or ſo, the two Mr. Midaletons ſent their Grants to their 
Carreſpondent here, to be laid before me, with a Re- 
ueſt to have thoſe Grants recorded in the Regiſter's 
flice. They are very reſponſible People, and would 
make good Settlers. My Anſwer to their Requeſt was 
pretty nearly as follows: That this Province had 
© been formed out of a Part of the Country ceded to 
« His Majeſty by the late definitive Treaty; that I 
was the firſt Governor His Majeſty had appointed, 
„ and that I could admit of no Grants but ſach as had 
„ paſſed under the great Seal of this Province, and 
« that the Validity of a Deed under the great Seal of 
C Fauth. Carolina muſt be conſidered, before it could be 
recorded in the Offices here, but that, upon perſonal 
Application to me in Council, if thoſe Gentlemen 
« complied with the Terms of my Proclamation, as 
* the Lands had nat already been granted by me, all 
<«« Difficulties might be removed, as they ſhould get a 
* Grant of the Lands they claimed; and that they 
„might have Time to conſider of it, I would not give 
* away thaſe Lands to any body elſe for three Months.“ 
If Mr. Elliat applies to me before the Lands of Amelia 
Hand are granted away, I ſhall give him the ſame An- 
ſwer ; but it is the Buſineſs of Gentlemen who have 
obtained ſuch Grants to inform me of it, for I am ſug- 
poſed to know nothing of them till Application is made 

to me. Ee 

I am obliged to you for your Information about the 
Creek, Lake, and the low [{land you met with. I ſhall 
endeavour to get an exact Survey of St. John's River, 
and it's Environs, taken as ſoon as poſſible. f 
I wiſh you a good Journey and Voyage when you ſet 
out for England. If you do not fix upon your Tract be- 
fore you leave the Province it will be neceſſary to leave 
Powers with Mr. Zlyd, otherwiſe Petitions may be 
preſented 


( 24.) - 
preſented to me for the Lands which you have in View, 
and I ſhall be under a Neceſſity of giving them away, 
— 1 ſend you incloſed the Botaniſt's Opinion upon the 


And am, 
8 I R, | 
Your mot bumble Servant, 


James GRANT, 
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Copy of a Leiter from Denys Rolle to John Gordon, Eg. 


The Narrows, St. John's River, April 25, 1765. 
SIR, 


THE Honour of your's I received; and, reſpecting 
your Remarks relative to the Carolina Grants, and 
proceeding thereon, and alſo the Accommodation of my- 
ſelf in my own Undertaking, I beg Leave to trouble 
you again, Sir, though would have endeavoured to 
avoid it, if the different Circumſtances attending the 
fame had not rendered my Settlement precarious, made 
with ſome View of a future Reimburſement at a long 
Day to my Succeſſors in Family. 

| 7d made Application to the Government at Home, of- 
fering to make an Effort to ſettle a Lot in the new ced- 
ed Colony of Eaſi-Florida, in a Manner ſuitable to my 
own Circumſtances, but entirely conſonant with the In- 
tereſts of the Mother Kingdom, at a certain great pre- 
ſent Expence ; and this, I believe, your Excellency 
knows to be previous to any other Applications. My 
Attempt, at whatever Expence others may term it, and, 
however pleaſed, through their various connected In- 
tereſts, at any Misfortune happening to it, yet have this 
atis faction in my own Mind, that I aQed the more pru- 
dent Part, in engaging fewer in the Inconveniences con- 

ſequently attending fuch Attempts in ſo early Times, but 
more 


" (55) 
more particularly thoſe Accretions. from une 
Hands, The Alteration from my ſetting down firſt near 
St. Mark's, to the minor Settlement on St. John's River, 
was juſtified, perhaps, from the unſettled Opinion of 
the Indians, the unprovided State of the Country on 
the one Hand, and ithe Vicinity of St. Auguſtine, and 
two already ſettled Colonies on the other. — Whatever 
Interruptions or Obſtructions have hitherto happened, 
my Sentiments are ſtill the ſame, as to a ſtrong Attach- 
ment to my Mother Country ; and my Endeavours ia 
a Settlement here, if poſſible to be effected, will coin- 
cide with the ſame. Your Sentiments of ſettling Part 
of the People I brought into the Colony on this River, 
your Declaration on the Delivery of his Majeſty's Per- 
miſſion of Settlement, your Opinion of the Propoſal of 
the Indian Store near this Place, your late obliging In- 
formations as to the Carolina Grants, took the Liberty 
of drawing into a connected View, which obliges me 
now to apply to your Excellency for future, or, rather, 
certain Grounds to form my Judgment of Election of 
a Plot, which you expreſ. you are defirous of knowing 
before my going to England, or on my Arrival there ; 
for my Application for a different Arrangement of the 
the Tra for Cultivation, the preſent Terms might 
not admit of, perhaps, ſtill poſſible before the Congreſs 
with the Indians may happen, and the Power of grant- 
ing above Picolata anſwered wich ſecurity. 

The Precariouſneſs of a Settlement on the Weſt Side 
of the River might have rendered Mount Royal, thirty 
Miles above this, eligible rather than a Weſt Plot op- 
poſite to this Place, ſurvcyed by me laſt Year, but the 
preſent good Underſtanding I have with the Indians, 
which ſecured me from any Apprehenſions on the Loſs 
of Chuckle the other Day, and Mr. J/ilſon and Mr. 
Spalding being both diſcomfited ſince their ſtrong Incli- 
nation to my being ſettled at this Part of the River, 
which makes the oppoſite Side eligible, as this Side 
can only be a Reſidence for Health, not a profitable 
one in Futurity, to anſwer preſent Expences, I may pre- 
ſume to take the Liberty to requeſt your explicite Opi- 
nion, as to Right of Pretenſion in myſelf of ſuch Spot, 

1 . * ould 


(26 ) 
' ould the Carolina Grant be invalid, or ſhould it be 
valid of Admiſſion to the fole Property of a Ferryage,.. 
the Indians paſſing free, and a Store for the h4ians on 
that Side, as 2 to you, Sir, and approved of, 
and, I think, eſteemed improper on this inhabited Side, 
and whether two other eligible Spots I have in View, 
may be permitted to wait ungranted till a different 
Arrangment you have intimated not within the Limits 
of the Commiſſion, may be yet thought proper by their 
Lordſhips of Trade to recommend to his Majeſty, to 
facilitate the expenſive Attempt, though, I hope, not 
. illaudable, of, | 


| SIR, 
Tour Excellency's moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Denys RoLLs. 
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Auguſtine, April 26, 1768. | 
S 1 R, | 


YOUR Letter of the 25th Inſtant I have juſt receiy- 
ed. Wherever you fix your Settlement it js to be 
hoped it will be attended with Advantage ta you and 
our Succeſſors in Family. It certainly is my Duty and 
iden to facilitate and contribute, as much as is in 
my Power, to the Succefs of ſuch an Undertaking; and 
J thould have a very bad Opinion indeed of any body 
who was pleaſed at a Diſappointment or Misfortunes 
happening to you in the Execution of a Plan for ſettling 
twenty thouſand Acres in this infant Colony, I would 
willingly flatter myſelf that there are no fuch Inhabi- . 

tants in it. | 
You are beſt Judge what Reaſons you had to alter 
your firſt Intention of Settling at St. Mar#'s, you never 
gave me any, and therefore I cannot pretend to form 
an Opinion upon the Subject. You have a Right, ac- 
cording 


( 27 ) 

cording to the Terms of his Majeſty's Order in Coun- 
cil, to take up twenty thouſand Acres in any Part of 
the Province you pleaſe ; and, in Obedience to that 
Order, which you delivered to me in September laſt, a 
Warrant of Survey was iſſued, a Deputy Surveyor was 
ſent to attend you in the Beginning of February, a few 
Days after the ee General arrived in the Province. 
I had no Objection to your taking longer Time to look 
at the Country, when I found that you choſe to defer 
having your T ra& ſurveyed, and, if I expreſs a Deſire 
that you ſhould fix upon the Locality of your Eſtate 
before you go to England, or that you ſhould leave a 
Power to your Agent to do it in your Abſence, it is 
only to prevent my being under the diſagreeable Neceſ- 
ſity of granting away upon Petitions from others the 
bs Land, which you may have in View. 

am glad you was under no Apprebenſions upon the 
ſuppoſed Loſs of Chuckle. I endeavoured to prevent any 
bad Conſequences from our Neighbours, by ſending a 
Talk to the Headmen at Lachaway ; but my van about 
Chuckle were luckily ill founded, for that drunken Indian 
is alive and well, 

I expect the Superintendant every Day, and it is to 
be hoped the Indian Congreſs will ſoon take Place, and 
that proper Limits will then be ſettled. If I was under 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of giving them Offence, by ſur- 
veying your Tract, I ſhould certainly beg Leave to poſt- 
pone it till after the'general Meeting with them was 
over; but you are already fixed, with ſome of your 
Settlers, above Picolata, and their being upon Crown 
Lands, or upon ſuch Lands as ſhall become your Pro- 
perty, is quite a Matter of Indifference to the Indians, 
and therefore, as I have ſaid before, I have not the leaſt. 
Objection to ordering your Land to be run out when- 
ever you pleaſe. 

If you propoſed fixing upon the very Spot of Land 
which has been granted by the Governor of South-Ca- 
rolina to Mr. Middleton, you ſhould have told me ſo, for 
it was impoſſible for me to ſuppoſe that to be your In- 
tention, as a Part of that Tra& entered into your 
Plan for an extra Settlement, which I told you long ago, 
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I could not poſſibly comply with ; but if you had ap- 
plied to me to order thoſe Lands to be ſurveyed out to 
you, in Terms of His Majeſty's Order in Council, 
prior to the Carolina Grant being laid before me, my 
Anſwer to Mr. Middleton's Agent would have been dif- 
ferent ; but I cannot recall what J have ſaid. | 

A Place will be reſerved for a Fort upon the Nar- 


rows of' the River St. John, in order to command that 


Paſs, and, if the Ferry was to be granted to any body, 
I ſhould give it to you with Pleaſure, but all Ferries will 
be- reſerved to His Majeſty ; No Revenue will ariſe from 
them for ſome Years, but in Time they will be an Ad- 
dition to the Quit Rents. A Leaſe will be given of the 
Ferry at the Narrows, . for which you ſhall have the 
Preference. Propoſals have already been made to me 
for the Low Ford by different People : The Property of 
that Ferry I have always refuſed to give. As to keep- 
ing an Indian Store, I have already ſaid that I could wiſh 
all the Trade with the Cree Nation was in ſo good 


Hands, and that you may have a Licence whenever you 


chuſe to apply for it; but, if the Land oppoſite to the 
Place where you are at preſent fixed for a Time, be- 
comes the Property of another Perſon, it ſurely will be 
impoſſible for me to impower you to eſtabliſh a Store 
upon another Man's Eftate ; but, ſuppoſing the Land 
was your's, the Moment Inhabitants were fixed upon 
it, the Store, of Courſe, would be removed to another 
Place; for no Indian Store is ever permitted in an inha- 
bited Country. 

Now, Sir, in Anſwer to your Requeſt, to keep t 
other eligible Spots ungranted, I muſt beg Leave to 
obſerve to you, that you brought the King's Order in 
Council in your Pocket from England, you therefore was 
ſufficiently informed with the Terms upon which the 
Land was to be granted to you before you left Lenden; 
and, if you had any Objection to make to any of the 
Conditions contained in the King's Order, that was the 
proper Time to apply for an Alteration being made in 
thoſe Conditions. When you came into this Province 
above ſeven Months ago, a ſingle Acre of Land had not 


been granted (the three Carolina Grants of four — 
55 an 
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ſand fix hundred Acres were not known) you therefore 
have had a long Time to look at the Country, and have 
had it in your Power to make Choice of any Tract you 
pleaſed in the Province, without Exception, ſo. that no 
future Grantee can ever come into it with the ſame Ad- 
vantage with Regard to Locality ; and, upon the Whole, 
you muſt excuſe me for not : complying with your Re- 
queſt, as I ſhould be very blameable if I preſumed to 
poſtpone granting away Land when Letters offer upon 
a Suppoſition that the Conditions of His Majeſty's Or- 
der in Council, granted to you in May 1764, upon a 
Repreſentatio n from the Lords Commiſhoners for Trade 
and Plantations, may be altered upon your Return to 
England. 

I amy 


8 #.K, 
Your moſi humble Servant, 


James GRANT. 
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St, Augu ine, May 7, 1765. 
STR, A DON 


I THINK it right to inform you, that Mr. Kinlough 

and Captain Moultrie, two very conſiderable Planters 
in Carolina, have come into this Province, to petition for 
Land, and to fix upon the Locality of ſuch Plantations, 
as they intend to ſettle and cultivate immediately after 
Limits are ſettled with the Indians ; for till then I have 
told them, that I will not iſſue Warrants of Survey 
for any Lands above Picolata; but I have agreed to their 
carrying one of the Deputy Surveyors with them, and 
have aſſured them, that ſuch Tracts as they ſhall fix 
upon for themſelves, and for the other Carolina Gen- 
tlemen, who have impowered them to act for them, 
ſhall be reſerved, and not granted away to any other 
Perſon, till they and their Friends come into the Pro- 


vince, 
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vince, to eſtabliſh their ſeveral Settlements, which they 
are todo in Autumn, as ſoon as I inform them that the 
Inuian Congreſs is over. 

for your own Sake, 


Now, Sir, it becomes _— 
to fix upon your Tract of Land, becauſe I cannot keep 
the Province open upon your Account; in Conſequence 
of His Majeſty's Order in Council, you are intitled to 
Preference, if you chufe to fix apply for your 
Tract of twenty thouſand Acres, to be ſurveyed out to 
you; but now is the Time; for if thoſe Carolina Gen- 
tlemen fix upon their Spots, and if their Application 
to me in Council is prior to any Application of your's, 
then they will have the preferable Right, and I cannot 
afterwards receive any Application from you for Lands 
which they may have a Promiſe for, when it ſhall appear 
to me to be ſafe to grant them away; and you may be 
aſſured that thoſe Gentlemen will fix upon ſeveral Spots 
before they return to this Place from St. John's 


River. | 
As 1 have always expreſſed a Defire to accommodate 


you to your Satisfaction, as far as in my Power, I 
thought it expedient to put you upon your Guard. 


Jam, 
SI X, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


JAuts GRANr. 


P. S. Since writing my Letter, I have received an 
Expreſs from St. Mar#'s, I ſend you incloſed a Letter 
which came under my Cover, with an Extract from 
Lieutenant Pempillone's Letter to me. I am ſorry yout 
Veſſel has been fo unlucky, but it is hoped the poor 
People have not fafﬀered, as the Brig has got into 
P enſacola. | | 


Coy 
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Copy of a Letter from Denys Rolle ts Governor Grant, 
* ay Ale = to England in May. 


[ It means of the 26th of April.] 


STR, 


H E Honour of your's I received, in which you inti- 
mate the prior Petition of Colonel Middleton, by an 
Agent, as prectuding me of any Succeſs in making 
VieQion of the Land, oppoſite this Place for my two 
thouſand Acres; and that your Anſwer to Colonel 
Middleton, through his Agent, had you known my In- 
tention previous, would have been different, | 
I had all along made a juſt Eſtimation of laying my 
Permiſſion of Settlement from his Majeſty before your 
Excellency, prior to the Petition of any ather Perſon. 
— My more immediate Fixture of my Choice, I con- 
ſidered not as fruſtrating any Attempts of others to 
fettle, as you, Sir, had acquainted me that to myſelf 
alone you would grant any Land above Piolatia;' and 
that the Petitions of others above that Fort, you decli- 
ned Acceptance of, till after the /ndian Treaty. In this 
View of Matters, I concluded I had the full Time be- 
fore ſuch Treaty, to view and chuſe my twenty thouſand 
Acres, without looſing that which po juſtly eſteem a 
iingular Advantage to me, the Opportunity of Pre- 
election. — My Application was with his Majeſty's 
Permit, perſonal to yourſelf as your Proclamation directs, 
and this Land, the only Land ſurveyed regularly by my 
Surveyor before I was deprived of him, all prior to 
Colonel Middleton's Application by Proxy, When I had 
thoughts of altering my Plan, and encouraging a Per- 
fon in ſettling an Indian Store oppoſite to this Place; / 
the Petition tranſmitted for a Part of that Land, was | 
prior alſo ; I imagined, deficient only in the Form of 
_perſonal Application, through the wrong Information at 
our Secretary's Office, given to Fairchild, then my 
urveyor. That a perſonal Application, not with the 
TY Petition, 
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Petition, but on a future Day appointed for Conſidera- 


tion of Grants, would alone be required. A Queſtion 


ordefed to be aſked by myſelf, in hopes it correſpended 
with your general View of ſettling this Province, the 
enhancing the Expence of petitioning, by Attendance 
from a great-Diſtance to all in general ; (ſome of which 
muſt be poor and incapacitated) as little as poſſible. 
In this caſe, and the Neceflity of a Return to England, 
deprives me of the Power of waiting perſonally on your 
Excellency, which you have been ſo good as to excuſe, 
left that ſame Land may be granted to Colonel Mia- 
dlleton, in Preſerence to myſelf ; and any other Perſon 
hearing I viewed ſuch and ſuch Land, may make Ap- 
plication for a ſmall Slip of it, in the middle Part, 
perhaps, of it. It ſhall be eſteemed prior, to the utter 
depriving me of Land agreeable in Contiguity, as requir- 
ed by his Majeſty's permit. If I am to have no other 
Election but a ſecond after Colonel Mddleton, then, 


Sir, I muſt make Choice of a Piece of Land diſpoſed 


in a Neck on this Side of the River, as Colonel Mid- 
dlzton's is ſo formed on the other, which is altogether 
Swamp, by a prudent Line of Direction; though, if 
I had included it in mine, ſhould have mixed much 
-Pine-Barren ; and, according to one Plan, ſhould have 
paid for near two thouſand Acres of Water in my 
Quit-Rent. I thought it not quite a difhonoucable 
Propoſal to make to you, Sir, not an Injury to other 
Settlers, or the Intereſt of the Province, when your 
Excellency has determined how to diſpoſe of me in 
that Point of Choice, if you pleaſe to permit a Survey- 


or to come hither, any except Fairchild, whom, if he had 


continued partially in my Service, I had propoſed ob- 
jecting to for Reaſons too obvious to mention to a 
Perſon of Honour. In my Abſence,Mr. Lloyd, my 
Agent, will ſhew the rough imperfect Plans, run by 
myſelf, through the Neceflity ſome compelled me to, 
for his more eaſy comprehenſion how fto run out the 
Plot agreeable to the Inſtauctions he has, of may have, 
given him. In my Converſation with the Cowkeeper, 


on my firſt coming here, he had expreſſed his Fears 
on 


WW 


on Reports of Caſtles being built throughout this River, 
and particularly. that I was going to build one at this 
Place ; to which I anſwered, that I had no ſuch De- 
ſign, and only, with their Liberty (meaning the 
Indians) to plant the Land; and that I believed it was 
not the Intention of Government, and that it was a 
falſe Report; he then ſaid he believed it was, and that 
I told him Truth, which I am ſorry to have expreſſed 
different from your Excellency's Intention. Whenever 
it is executed, if my Plantations interfere, ſhall readily 
retire without the Diſtance of the Sight of a white 
Horſe at the Morning Gun, that a clear Gun-Shot 
View of the Enemy may be had without Interruption, 
and pitch on a Spot more agreeable, where the River 
Paſſage is equally or leſs — than here, and the 
baleful Influence may leſs Prejudice the different Pro- 
ducts of the Plantation. Where the old Fort was, 
here the River is a Furlong over only; ſo that Part of 
the Colonel's Rice Swamp will be within that Juriſ- 
diction; but Rice will ſcarce cover an Enemy. In 
my Paſſage of the River lately, I obſerved a Place, 
nine Miles diſtance from this Place, a little above 
Mr. Spalding's Store, ſeemed to be but a Stone's Throw 
over, low Land on both Sides ; beſides theſe there are 
none on this Side the Great Lake. The Indians have 
Reports among them of the Mortar King being lately 
killed by two white Slaves he had from the Cherokees. 
I ſhall fer out immediately for Georgia in Mr. Spalding's 
Boat, and leave Mr. Llyd in Direction of my Affairs 
here, in my Abſence, who will receive your Orders at 
all Times and act agreeable. 


I, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Dzenys RoLLE. 


P. S. The great Stream I mentioned to come from 
the North, and falls into Dunn's Lake, at the South 
End of it, the indians tell me, makes a narrow Neck 
of Land with the Mu ſtatoe River. 

c St, Auguſtine, 
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St. Auguſtine, June 15, 1765 
S I X, 


V OUR Letter of the 6th Inſtant, IJ have been fa- 
voured with, but I do not know at this Hour by 
whom it was brought, and whoever that Perfon was, 
he never- called for an Anſwer, which is the Reaſon 
of your not receiving the incloſed Note ſooner, which 
was made out by Mr. De Brahm the very Day your 
Letter came to my Hands. 
- Your Letter of the 13th, I received laſt Night, by 
Mr. Funk, who propoſes to ſet out for your Settlement, 
this Evening. It is impoſſible that your Requeſt for a 
Licence to Trade with Indians, can interfere with the 
other Traders, they are but five in Number, and it is 
eaſy to avoid the Spots, where their Store-Houſes are 
fixed, Burgeſs the Expreſs has a Licence for the Town 
of Puckanawhitla, he was deſirous to have another 
Town included in his Licence, which I refuſed, be- 
cauſe it was at a greater Diſtance from Puckanawhitla, 
and by no Means becauſe it interfered with Mr. Wilſon, 
who had nothing to do with it, M' Ally, who came 
with Burgeſs the laſt Time, likewiſe wiſhed to have 
two Towns included in his Licences, which I alſo re- 
fuſed, as I ſhall never give the ſame Trader Permiſſion, 
to Trade with two Towns, I am much of your Opi- 
nion, that Rum is hurtful, it is to be hoped Means 
will be fallen upon to put a Stop to that very detri- 
mental, and, I may ſay, iniquitous Branch of the 
Indian Trade; thoſe have always been my Sentiments, 
and when Mr. Stuart arrives, new Regulations ſhall be 
made about it, but, till he comes, I do not chuſe to 
make any Innovations, for Fear of counteracting what 
he may have ſettled ; but be aſſured I have what you 
point out with regard to Rum, very ftrongly at heart. 
I am concerned and ſhocked at the Murder, which has 
been committed by a Neatabowky, but Acts of Cruelty 
will now and then happen in an Indian Country, and 
when the King's Subjects are not concerned, no No- 


tice 
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tice is taken of it: they are their own Maſters, an 
will ſettle their Differences in their own Way : You 
have had a fatiguing Journey, but I am glad to fin 
that in every other Reſpect it has been amuſing an 
agreeable to you; and am much obliged to you fol 
your Deſcription of the Country. | | 
Mr. Funk has ſhewn me a Sketch of a Part of St. 
John's River, and has pointed out to me, the Way 
you wiſh to have your Tra& run out. I ſhould be 
glad to accommodate you, but it is not in my Power 
to deviate from the King's Orders, and the Deputy 
Surveyor can only run out Land, according to his In- 
ſtructions from the Surveyor-General, which are formed 
from my Inſtructions to him, which are made out from 
my Inſtructions from Home. You took Notice, in a 
former Letter, of the Line of Direction obſerved in 
Mr. Middleton's Trat, from a Sketch which I have 
ſeen with Mr. Funk, it appears to me to be moſt ex- 


ceedingly irregular, 


1 an, 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


James Gran, 


772 St. Aug uſtine, Fuly 8, 1764. 


T HE People who bring your Letters either do not 
return, or they neglect calling at my Houſe, which 


is the Reaſon of your not receiving Anſwers to your 


two laſt Letters, That of the 6th Inſtant I was fa- 
voured with laſt Night, and the Maſter of your Schooner 
tells me he returns To-morrow. 


Cc 2 | have 
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I have been ſo long acquainted with Indians and their 
Traders, that I do not eaſily give Credit to Reports, 
which are often induftriouſly ſpread by them, from pri- 
vate Views of Intereſt, The Murder of Simpſon, which 
you mention, may be true ; Spalding likewiſe writes me 
what he has heard of it, but I have yet received no 
certain Information about it, and, till the Fact is aſcer- 
tained, if the Murder was ſuppoſed to have been com- 
mitted in the Government, I could not take Notice of 
it; but as the Caſe ſtands, if the Report of the Mur- 
der is founded, it will fall under the Conſideration of 
the Governor of - Florida and the Superintendant. 
My ſending to Latchawa could have anſwered no End, 
but to make them believe, that I conſidered them as 
Parties in a Thing with which they have not the moſt 
diſtant Connexion. Pray do not pay the leaſt Atten- 
tion to the Reports from Latchawa about your Settle- 
ment; thoſe Indians, as I have already told you, have 
no Vote, and are not even allowed to aſſiſt at the 
Councils of their Nation: I ſhall not thank the Indians 
for the Country to the Eaſtward of St. John's; I do 
not give Grants above Picolata, becauſe I chuſe to bring 
our Neighbours together in good Humour ; be as civil 
to them as you pleaſe, but ſay nothing about Settle- 
ments. * 

I am glad to find that your expected Settlers are ar- 
rived in good Health, after ſo long and tedious a 
Voyage. I ſhould have a bad Opinion of any Planter 
who endeavoured to ſeduce them from you, but if they 
are nor indented, be affured that they will only ftay 
with you as long as they find it their Intereſt to do ſo; 1 
told you fo when you firſt came into this Province, upon 
your complaining of what had happened at Charles- 
Town, with Regard to the Cabinet-Maker, and his Fa- 
mily ; and the Attorney General, who I ſent for upon 
receiving your Letter, tells me, that he has already 
given you his Opinion upon it, and that you can have 
no Security for your Settlers, but by an Agreement 
made with themſelves, and, if it has been omitted in 
England, you ſhould endeavour to get it done 1 
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Loſs of Time; for they will ſoon find out, that a Man, 
with but a little Induſtry, can contrive to make a Dol- 
lar a Day, at this Hour I pay a Dollar and a Half to a 
Carpenter; thoſe Settlers, though brought out at your 
Expence, if they are not indented, are free People 
upon their landing; and the Attorney General ſays, 
there is no Law in England, or in any one Colony in 
America, by which 17 can be obliged" to live with you, 
or ſettle upon your Eſtate. 

No Court of Judicature has any Thing to do with 
the Arrival of your Settlers: The Maſter of the Schoo- 
ner, at any Rate, is not the proper Perſon to give an 
Affidavit about them. If you wiſh to be provided with 
proper Materials to aſcertain the Arrival of your Settlers 
in this Province, in caſe your Compliance with the 
Terms of the Grant to be made out, in Obedience to 
His Majeſty Order in Council, ſhould hereafter be diſ- 
puted, the Attorney General ſays, that either you, or 
2 Agent, ſhould make Oath before a Juſtice of the 

eace, that ſuch a Number of People arrived, at ſuch a 
Time, in the Province of Eaſi-PFlorida, and were brought 
into the Province at your Expence, in order to ſettle 
upon your Eſtate, and that you, or your Agent, ſhould 
get a Certificate to that Purpoſe from the Juſtice of the 

eace; but thoſe are Points of Law with which I have 
really nothing to do, | 

If Mr. Funk has finiſhed his Survey according to his 
Inſtructions, either you or Mr. Zhyd with proper 1 


from you, ſhould come into Town, and take out your 
Grant. 


Jam, 
81 R, 
Your moſt obedient and maſt humble Servant, 


James GRANT. 


3 Copy 


3 23. 
Copy of a Letter from Denys Rolle to Governor Grant. 


The Narrows of St. John's River, July 26, 1765. 


SIA. | 


THE Deſign of my troubling your Excellency at 

this Time, had been entirely relating to the Pfan 
of this Plot of Land, now laid before you, by Mr. 
Funk, the Deputy Surveyor, but am interrupted in it 
by further Occaſion for complaint of a Diſturbance 
given me in my Settlement, which I muſt firſt give you 
a Detail of, though I am afraid, this may be ſaid to be 
harping on old, Strings, — ſuch Detail to be expected as 
tedious as frivolous. — The -Circumſtances however, 
now before my Eyes, are ſo ſtrong and glaring, if not 
viſionary, will not loſe all their Force, I truſt in my 
weak Relation of them to you Sir, and may convey 
ſome imperfect Idea of the Inconveniencies attending 
infant Settlements, 

In a former Letter, I endeavoured to remove any 
bad Opinion which might be formed of the Indians, 
from Reports of my being ſhot twice at in a Boat late] 
below Picolata, by relating the Surmiſes of others, that 
it proceeded rom a rifled barreled Gun, very impro- 
bably in Indians Hands, but belonging to certain white 
People, which may now, perhaps, ſhould be cleared up, 
for the future Security of Peaceable Travellers or 
Settlers. 

The new Accretion to this Settlement, gave Occa- 
ſion probably to the Migration of certain Perſons of 
Leiſure lately to viſit this Spot, among which was Mr. 
Piles of St. Auguſtine, Mr. John Davis, Deputy Sur- 
veyor, and their Attendants, Foſeph Upton formerly 
Hunter to me, at three Pounds per Month, and then, at 
the ſame Time, ſupplier of Augu/iine Market with Ve- 
niſon, at my Expence, with his Accomitants, many 
others of equal Buſineſs in Life. Mr. Davis I enter- 
tained in Return for my Reception, I believe, ſhould 
have met with from his Father if he had been at Home 
when lately down the River, at his Plantation, — Mr, 


| Piles, I alfo received, though a Letter heretofore to my 
| Servant 
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Servant on my Account (as a Repreſentation I now 
make to His Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace, ſhews the 
purport of, required no ſuch Civility on my Part, — he 
came to offer me the Sale of his Cattle, converſed with 
him on that Subject, but without Effect, as the Price 
was raiſed too high, but ſcarce was this Civility re- 
ceived, but he went owt from me, and immediately 
endeavoured to ſeduce and inveigle away my new Set- 
tlers, imported at no ſmall Expence, for the Benefit, I 
may ſay, of the Province; I immediately called Mr, Pules, 
and explained to him his inhoſpitable Behaviour, which 
he ſeemed to deny, but was afterwards acquainted he 
owned, and inſiſted on his leaving this Place immedi- 
ately. — Previous to this, Mr. Davis, as intimated by 
himſelf and another Perſon told me, had reccived a 
Denial of a generous Reception, by another Family 
reſiding here, which he would otherwiſe have met, with, 
had he not come accompanied ſo improperly, and which, 
he then told me, he would not have done, as he ſaw it 
had done him a Diſſervice; and though he came inten- 
ding to go to Latchawa to Andrew Barnet on Bulinels, 
yet, as a Report prevailed that he was concerned with 
Piles to ſeize on Barnet's Perſon, would prevent his go- 
ing, and he ſent one Tyrre/, that came with him to 
Latchatva, to buy a Horle, or to exchance a Gun for 
one. This Circumſtance, and Captain Hopkins, who 
brought up my Settlers from Savannab, and was to have 
carried ſome Skins for me back thither, but made ſome 
Scruple of as touching his Friendſhip in Auguſtine, ſen- 
ding a Letter thither, on his going away, not with the 
beſt Grace. — My ſending a Metlage to the Cowkeeper 
lately, at Latchawa, and expecting Barnet with the 
Return of the Meſſenger, which might have tranſpired 
theſe, with what followed after, leaves ſome Suſpicion 
of this being pitched on for a kidnapping Place. — But 
this Surmiſe did not eſcape me, and nothing but Civi- 
lities paſſed, unleſs except a Refuſal of a Bottle of Rum 
to the Deputy Surveyor, who wanted it, in order to 
proceed up the River to Mr. Spalding's Store, with Mr. 
Funk, in order to complete the P'an of the River, for 
the Government's Uſe, which ſhall always reſpe&, and 

4 ſhould 
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ſhould not have been obſtructed here, by the Want of 
| Gallons of recruiting Spirits, had I been as certain it 
would not have been drank out before Departure, with 
it's accommitant Bottle of other's Store, to the Diſtur- 
bance of the Peace of the Place, as Experience teaches 
me. — Unluckily, by this Refuſal undeſigned, the Go- 
vernment's Buſineſs entirely dropped, as Mr. Funk can 
teſtify, and a Party of Pleaſure with the Hunter, Upton, 
took Place down the River, for a Day or two, and, on 
Return, ſpent a Day or two here with him on his Rum, 
as he had ſome Gallons juſt arrived from Augu/iine : —» 
A Friendſhip thus ET equally as dangerous and il- 
luſive to the Deputy Surveyor, as he found and experi- 
enced before, as mentioned; he undertook to write a 
Letter for Upton, he not being able to write to Mr, 
Lid, my Agent, demanding ample Satisfaction, as the 
higheſt Injury could deſerves, for the Uſe{of his Horſes, 
which, I believe, I mentioned to you, Sir, as being left 
here with no good View, ever ſince he was in my Service, 
This Demand, couched in Law-threatening Terms, 
without any, the leſt previous Charge or Application 
for any Thing, though he had made an Offer for hunt- 
ing for me, excited me to return the Letter by the Bear- 
er (who ſaid it was writ by Mr. Davis, the Deputy 
Surveyor) with a Meſſage that I have a Charge againſt 
the ſaid Horſes, for a conſtant Treſpaſs on the Land I 
was permitted to make choice of by his Majeſty's Or- 
der; the breaking into my Incloſures for Corn, and 
that the Inditer of the Letter I ſhould take for the Ad- 
y.ſer, and ] did not admit of any Lawyers, at this Set- 
tlement, to the Ruin and Diſcouragement of the Settlers, 
and ſhould inform your Excellency of this Deviation 
from the Commiſſion he bore. She | 

Next comes the Coup D'Clat of the New Hannover 
Law, by the Aſſiſtance of eight Gallons of Rum, for 
even that law requires ſcme Fuel for Execution; two 
Negroes, ſawing for me at a very ſmall Diſtance off, 
came in, and informed me, that Upton had Shot one of 
my Cows in their Sight, and that Upton told them or 
one of them, that he might tell me, that he would 
thoot all my Cows, Horſes, &c, wherever he found 


them, 
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them, and that I might ſend Wolves or Indiens after 
him, he cared not for any, — On immeditate Enquiry 
was informed, that he ſet out in a Boat, with one Mr. 
Briant, who lives here for a Hunt on Dunn's Creek and 
Lake. — Mr. Lloyd examined one Faceb, a Man who 
attends Upton when here, and brought the Rum this 
Week for him, and finds his Orders to him was to 
drive his Horſers up to a Bay Gall, as driving them from 
my Range, which Bay Gall or Swamp, in Mr. Fant's 
Plan, lies near Dunn's Lake, appointed him to come 
thither, that Day — to meet him, when he 
ſhould reſtore from his Hunt, he ſaid, alſo, he was 
bound to Mr. Roget, for Upton, for thirty-ſeven Dollars. 
On anſwering fair and direct, and appearing no Way 
concerned, and others' ſaying he was a harmleſs Perſon, 
he was not detained in Cuſtody, but ordered to let the 
Horſes alone, and proceed back to Augu/iine on his own 
Buſineſs, and not come hither again ; thus far appears 
what further is intended, left his Gun might deprive 
any one, I might ſend after him laſt Night, of his Life, 
when he would be on his Guard; for Mr. Davis tells 
me he himſelf will engage not to miſs the Mark of a Man 
acroſs the River at this Place, which is a Furlong wide. 
Such Danger attends the Uſe of theſe rifle-barre] Guns, 
not permitted to the Indians, and as they are ſo good 
Hunters with the common Trading Pieces, perhaps tobe 
eſteemed uſeleſs, as well as dangerous to the Com- 
munity, for even the white Inhabitants to have them. 
Such an Opinion againft the Uſe of more deſtructive 
Weapons, ſeemed' to be general on the Attempt on 
Dieppe, in King William's Time, by the Contrivance 
of the infernal Machine, though the Law of Retaliation, 
for the burning of the Palatinate, allowed or pleaded a 
Preſcription. | 
I muſt now refle& on this Occafion, on the Loſs of 
a Life, in this Province, if one Goodby, Brother-in- 
Law to Davis, ſuppoſed to be killed a Week or two 
ſince, by Virtue of the New Hannover Law, aforemen- 
tioned, and likewiſe that Lewis, one of the Company 
with Upton, at the Time I was ſhot at on the River, 
ſaid it was not him that ſhot, he having then no Gun, 


but 
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but it was another Perſon in Company with Upton; 
but there were two Shot fired at us, at two different 
Places, ſome Diſtance a Part; I told Davis, the Sur- 
veyor, of this, that it was ſuppoſed to have been fired 
at him, and did not take it as to myſelf, whom they 
did not know of being in that Part of the River. As 
Davis is in Auguſtine, a cloſe Examination of him, as 
alſo, the young Men James Briant and William 
Bennet, alſo in Town. The latter, as to the Fact, he 
being with me, and all as to what came out in Con- 
verſation at this Place, relative to the Confeſſion of it, 


may prove, ſo far as to convict of a high Crime. 


If this Negroe Evidence, as to the Cow, will not be 
accepted, as a Proof of ſuch Fact, ſuch Threatening; 
he was ſeen alſo, juſt after the Gun went off, by 


Langley Briant, to be looking at a Tree, as if he had 


ſhot at a Mark, and grazed the Tree; and ſuppoſe it 
was behind a Tree, when he ſhot, as Briant did not 
then ſee him, the Cattle he ſaw juſt after, and they 


looked frightened, and the Cow came after to the Pen, 


and proved ſhot in the Shoulder, but not dead. I ſhall 
proceed no father to requeſt on this Head, but muſt 
leave the Whole to your better Judgment. 

The Plan, with the Obſervations laid before your 
Excellency, by Mr. Funk, I doubt not, will convince 
you of Difficulties I am under, of running the Boun- 
daries of my twenty thouſand Acres, conſiſtant with 
what your 3 has mentioned, are the Rules 
ordferibed at the ſame Time, conſidering the Orders 
I have to ſettle two hundred Perſons on my Grant, at 
*a great Expence ; whoſe Conveniency I muſt conſult 
and eſteem an Equivalent for them, with ſingle Settlers, 
to be the juſt Due defigned them by Government at 
Home, though, in this Situation, could not be obtain= 
ed further, without a proper Repreſentation at Home, 
which I will beg Leave to do, with all Diſpatch, at 
the Return of the Ship my Settlers came in, which 
will be immediately ; the Shortneſs of which Time, 
I hope, will plead excuſe for my not taking Leave of 


your Excellency in Perſon, as, I believe alſo, the Con- 
veniencey 
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veniency of Horſes is alto precluded me by the Hunter, 
as I cannot hear of them after a long Search for two 
Days, which obliges me to diſpatch this on Foot. 


St. Auguſtine, July 29, 1765. 


SIX, 


WAS this Day with his Excellency the Gover- 
nor, and alſo with Mr. De Brahm, and ſhewed 
them the Plan, but they told me they can do nothing. 
Mr. De Brahm told me I may croſs the Great Creek, 
of which I have ſent you a Plan, No. 1, alſo were 
that runs back, marked No. 2, which are the only 
two Ways that can be Jaid out to have your Town in 
our Survey. The tells me you may have alſo your 
Land laid out on the Great Creek, or Dunn's Creek, and 
make the River your Front, and the Creek your Side- 
Line, and run the other Side-line parallel with the 
Creek, but either of them will exclude your Town: 
His Exellency the Governor, and Mr. De Brahm, told 
me alſo, that you muſt have your Warrant renewed, 
before you can have your Land ſurveyed, which his 
Excellency will do as ſoon as you, or your Agents, 


apply to him for it. h 
SIR, 
1 am, 
Your moſi humble Servant, 


James FUNK, 


Auguſtine, 


rr —_ 
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St. Auguſtine, Fuly 30, 1765. 
SIX, 


M R. Funk, the Deputy Surveyor, was ſent, at your 
Deſire in the Beginning of May ta ſurvey your 
Tract of Land, he returned a few Days ago, and I find 
nothing has been done in the Buſineſs which he was 
fent upon ; he has laid before me a Sketch of a Part of 
the the River St. John's, and Mr. De Brahm, the Sur- 
veyor General, and I, have conſidered the Situation of 
that Part of the Country, where you have thought 
proper to fix yourſelf for a Time; Mr. De Brahm has 
pointed out in what Manner your Tract may be run 
out, Plans of which Mr. Funk has Directions to 
tranmit to you, no other Method can be followed 
without deviating from His Majeſty's Inſtructions, if 
any of the Plans ſent to you ſhould be agreeable, you 
muſt either come yourſelf, or impower ſome Perſon in 
Town, to apply to me in Council, for a new Warrant 
of Survey, that of February 2d being no longer in 
Force. | | 
The Woodfmen, all over America, are extremely 
| Irregular, that is the Caſe even in the beſt eftabliſhed 
Provinces, it is to be hoped Time, and good Example, 
will bring them into better Order. Mr, Piles declares 
he had no Intentiton to inveigle away your Settlers, 1 
but you had better truſt to proper Agreements, than 1 
the good Intentions of your Neighbours, but ſurely I a 
can add nothing to the Attorney General's Opinion, 
which I have already ſent you, upon the Subject. 
You have been miſinformed about Mr. Goodby, he is 
alive and well at his own Houſe. 
Mr. Davis is not a Deputy Surveyor of this Province, 
though he has been employed by Mr. De Brahm in the 
general Survey; as Fe was in Town when I received 
your Letter, I ſent for him, he ſays he did not mean ; 
to give you Offence, by writing the Note for Upton, 
declares 
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declares he only did it, becauſe Uptan could not 
write himſelf, and becauſe he was not permitted to 
ſpeak either to you or Mr. Zhyd, and inſiſts that the 
Note was a ſubmiſſive Requeſt, 
As to the Reſt of your Letter, I muſt * Leave to 


refer you to the Chief Juſtice, affiſtant Judges, or 
Juſtices of the Peace, for it is quite inconſiſtent for 


me to enter into any Gentleman's private Tranſactions, 


and ſurely I need not tell you, that if any Man kills 
my Cattle, or if his Horſes break into my Incloſures, 
I have no Remedy but a Proſecution, according to the 
Law of England, by which His Majeſty has been 


pleaſed to direct this Province to be governed, 


Jam, 
II. 
Your moſt humble Ser vam, 


Jauzs GRANT» 


a St. Auguſtine, Tuly 31, 1765. 
8 IX, | | 
T Hrs Morning Mr. Skinner, the Sheriff of this 


Province, applied to me, in Conſequence of your 
Note to him, concerning the Payment of certain Perſons 


employed by you, in apprehending and ſending to 


Goal one Upton, charged, as it is ſaid, with killing a 
Cow, the property of Demys Rolle Eſq; what I ſaid to 
him upon this Occaſion I ſhall now repeat to you, as 
it may ſerve for your future goverment in Caſes of the 
like Nature. by 


n 

In the firſt Place, then, I muſt obſerve to you, Sir, 
that I apprehend it is the indiſpenſible Duty of every 
Conſtable, not only to be active and vigilant in the 
Execution of any Warrant wherewith he may be 
charged, but, upon Caption of the Offender, him 
ſafely- to Convey to the Common Goal, if the Nature 
of the Caſe. require it. — This Duty they are obliged 
to take upon themſelves in Rotation, and it is equally 
for their own Benefit and Security, as of others of the 
Community, but there is no Fund in this Province, 
nor did I ever hear there was in any of the Colonies, 
or elſe where for ſuch Services; It is true that in 
Georgia it has happened that where a notorious Offender 
has long infeſted the Country, and become a public 
Nuiſance, and a Conſtable has uſed extraordinary 
Endeavours, and had been himſelf at a conſiderable 
Expence in taking him, in that Caſe, upon laying 
his Accounts before the General Aſſembly, they have 
thought proper ſome Times to make him an Allow- 
ance, but this was never looked upon, or did it ever 
eſtabliſh a Right in any Conſtable to demand or inſiſt 
on it. — In the preſent Caſe, I can by no Means ſee 
the Neceſſity there was in employing four or five People 
to bring one Man to Goal, where any one of them, 
whoſe Duty it actually was, would have been ſuffi- 
cient. Therefore, Sir, I conceive no Pay or Allow- 
ance can, or ought, in this Caſe, to be made from the 
Public. 

With Reſpect to the Commitment itſelf, it appears 
to me extremely improper, as you have therein made 
uſe of ſome aggravating Circumſtances or Expreſſions, 
made uſe of by the Party in Converſation, very foreign 
to the Matter in Hand, and which ſhould, by no 
Means, have been introduced in your Commitment, 
at the ſame Time, you have omitted mentioning upon 
what Proof, Evidence, or Information, you did com- 
mit him, or whether any, which is equally irregular. 

I muſt now, Sir, deſire you will, without delay, ſend 
me down the Affidavits taken upon this Occaſion, to- 


gether with the Recognizance, as well of the Party 
| proſecuting, 
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proſecuting, as of thoſe, you have bound over to Ap- 
pear and give Evidence, at the next General Seffions, 
that I may proceed thereon accordingly, and the De- 
linquent have Time to collect any 3 he may 
have, and prepare for his Trial. 


J am, 
S TR, 
Nur moſt humble Servant, 


James Box. 
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